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4 dead, 40-50 hurt in Paris metro bomb 


PARIS (R) — Four people were killed and at least 40 injured 
wi *cn a bomb exploded aboard an underground railway train in 
central Pans. French Prime Minister Alain Juppe told reporters on 
the scene. The blast occurred aboard a suburban express tram at 
the Saint- Michel station dose to Notre-Damc Cathedral. The 
explosion was caused by a bomb,. the Paris Public Prosecutor's 
office said. Mr. Juppe, speaking to journalists at the site of the 
attack, paid homage to those killed and expressed “the govern- 
ment's concern for the wounded.** He also paid tribute to the 
“quality of the intervention" by police and fire-flghters. Parlia- 
ment Speaker Philippe Seguin. speaking on behalf of the National 
Assembly, expressed his "profound distress" at the attack. He 
called for a moment's silence at a meeting of parliamentary 
an-oals odd to discuss the legislature's agenda. Rescue officials 
said blast occurred in the last carriage of a train and that some of 
*noush< injured remained trapped more than an hour after 
the blast. Casualties were transported by helicopter and ambu- 
lance to hospitals in and around Paris. 
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50 killed in fierce battle in Iraq 


NICOSIA |AFP| — At least S» people were killed in a fierce 
battle between rival Kurdish factions for control of an area near 
Arhil in northern Iraq, foreign aid workers said Tuesday. The 
Patriotic Union of Kurdistan (PUK) unleashed an artillery barrage 
late Mondav on positions held hy its rival Kurdistan Democratic 
Party (KDP) about 411 kilometres north of Arhil. “At least 511 
people died in this clash where the attacking faction used heavy 
artillery." a senior official from a U.N. -affiliated aid group said. 
Aid workers said they believed (he PUK was trying to cut off the 
KDP headquarters in Salahuddin. a hilltop resort 50 kilometres 
northeast of Arhil. The KDP charged, in a statement received in 
Cyprus, that the PUK had lost more than 25 fighters in repeated 
attacks on KDP positions east and northeast of Shaqiawa on the 
road between Arhil and Zakhn since Sunday. “The PUK forces 
numbered a few thousands and supported with artillery and 
rockets launched a two pronged military offensive.” 
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7 girls drown in Nile 
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CAIRO (AFP) — Seven girls 
drowned in the Nile River 
after their motorboat cap- 
sized while taking them to 
their village in the Delta. 
Egyptian police said Tues- 
day. The Girls, who were 
-nine to 15 years old. went 
daily to Giza south of Cairo 
where they worked in farm- 
ing and would return home 
every night to their village in 
the Menufia region. A total 
of 30 girls were on the boat, 
which was carrying more than 
its legal capacity when it cap- 
sized on Monday night, offi- 
cials said. An investigation 
has been opened involving 
the boat's two owners, police 
said. 


8 Muslim 
Brotherhood 
members arrested 


CAIRO (AP) — Eight mem- 
bers of the Muslim Brother- 
hood movement have been 
arrested in the Nile Delta 
area, raising to at least 35 the 
number in custody, police 
officials said Tuesday. The 
eight were detained Monday 
in Kafr El-Sheikh. 130 
kilometres north of Cairo, 
said the officials. They spoke 
on condition of anonymity. 


FIS leader begins 
hunger strike 


PARIS (AFP) — One of the 
main leaders of Algeria's 
Islamic Salvation Front 
(FIS). Abdelkader Hachani. 
launched a hunger strike at 
the weekend in the prison 
where he is being held, the 
Arabic daily Al Hayar to- 
ported Tuesday. The 
London-based paper quotet} 
Mr. Hachani’s attorneys in 
saying that he was ill and had 
begun his hunger strike Sun- 
day to protest a decision pre- 
venting him from seeing his 
family or lawyers. Mr. 
Hachani. president of the FIS 
provision executive body, 
had taken part in recent 
negotiations between the FIS 
ana Algerian authorities, 
who blamed him for the fai- 
lure of the talks two weeks 


ago. 


10 dead, 15 
wounded in 
Bujumbura 


BUJUMBURA (AFP) — 
Ten people have been killed 
and 15 wounded in a possible 
revenge attack Monday in the 
Burundi capital Bujumbura, 
national radio announced 
Tuesday. Armed men 
opened fire on two buses 
carrying Hutus, the ethnic 
majority in rhe country. It 
was apparently in reprisal for 
an attack on Friday at the 
Mutanga University campus 
which left eight dead, includ- 
ing four Tutsi students. The 
ambush happened Monday 
afternoon in the north of the 
city, on the road to the air- 
port, while the bus was head- 
ing for the mainly Hutu- 
y populated Buterere district, 
radio reports said. No further 
details were available. 


Tamil rebels 
ambush military 
patrol 


COLOMBO. Sri Lanka (AP) 
— Tamil rebels ambushed a 
military patrol, killing four 
soldiers and injuring five in 
northwestern Sri Lanka on 
Tuesday, military officials 
said. The soldiers were re- 
turning from a night opera- 
tion when they were attacked 
shortly before dawn at IHa- 
vankuiam village in Puttalam 
district. 145 kilometres north 
of Colombo. The attack came 
several days after the Tamil 
rebels threatened to kill 
thousands of Muslim civilians 
unless they flee Putralam 
town by Aug. 1 . police said. 
-We need only an hour to 
turn Putralam into a forest of 
dead bodies as we did in 
Kattankudi and Eravur,*' the 
rebels said in a letter sent to 
political and religious leaders 
on July IS in Putralam town. 
Most of the 27.000 people in 
the town are Muslims. 


Serbs conquer Zepa 


NATO seeks deal on airstrikes plan 


SARAJEVO (Agencies) — 
Bosnian Serb soldiers en- 
tered the town of Zepa Tues- 
day as government defenders 
of the U.N7 safe area fled 
into the surrounding bills 
pledging ro continue defence 
of the enclave, according to 
U.N. officials and govern- 
ment radio reports. 

“We can confirm that Bos- 
nian Serb soldiers are in the 
town of Zepa which appears 
to be deserred. The Bosnian 
army, however, no longer 
seems to be (there).*' Myriam 
Sochacki, a U.N. spokes- 
woman, said. 

Bosnian government radio 
reported that the Zepa local 
defenders had retreated inro 
the surrounding hillsides. 
“Holding the main part of the 
(enclave; the Bosnian army 
can continue its defence," the 
radio stated. 

A U.N. military team that 
reached the enclave early 
Tuesday was able to watch 
Serb soldiers entering and 
leaving the town freely, 
Sochacki said. “There is no 
resistance," she said. 

Hasan Muratovic, a seior 
government figure, said some 
civilian representatives had 
remained behind to. negotiate 
with the Serbs on the evacua- 
tion - of women and children. 

He said the men in Zepa 
would not surrender. “We 
have never surrendered be- 
cause we know that if they 
did that they will' all be kil- 
led,” Ke said. 

CTo'se-by- 'fen fie’" Eastern 
Bosnia enclave the cdttiman- 


der of U.N. forces in Bosnia, 
Lieutenant General Rupert 
Smith met General Ratko 
Mladic, the Bosnian Serb 
army chief who was formally 
charged as a war criminal by 
the international war crimes 
tribunal Tuesday. Mr. 
Sochacki said the meeting 
was being held to discuss the 
Zepa crisis. - , 

A group of some 40 
wounded people remained in 
Zepa hospital, the U.N. 
spokeswoman said, adding 
that a U.N. medical convoy 
had left Sarajevo to ferry the 
injured out of the enclave. 

U.N. officials said the 
liaison team in the town had 
been shown a document 
apparently signed by local 
officials and Mladic Monday 
evening agreeing to the eva- 
cuation of women, children 
and elderly from the enclave. 

Mr. Muratovic said talks 
were still underway to agree . 
on the evacuation of civilians. 
He said the Bosnian govern- 
ment had asked Smith to get 
agreement for the evacuation 
of sick and wounded and then 
civilians from Zepa. 

“We want this to be done 
by UNPROFOR (United Na- 
tions Protection Force).” it is 
not acceptable to us that the 
Serbs transfer these people 
from Zepa,” he said. 

When Serb forces overran 
the eastern enclave of Srebre- 
nica July U'. thousands of . 
women and children were 
bused out of the U-N. 53 ^ 
area "withbirf supervision . ' A " 
U.N. spokesman, Alexander 


Ivanko, said on Tuesday: 
“There is little doubt that 
some cases of severe human 
rights abuses occurred (dur- 
ing this operation).” 

Thousands of men are be- 
lieved to be in Serb hands 
after their forces took the 
enclave. Hundreds more fled 
the advancing troops, fleeing 
across Serb held moun- 
tainous terrain to central 
Bosnia and safety. 

Mr. Muratovic said discus- 
sions of a PoW exchange had 
been underway for several 
days and continued on Tues- 
day. “We want an all for all 
agreement whereby all the 
men from Zepa and Srebreni- 
ca are exchanged for the 4- 
500 Serbs we are holding,” he 
said. 

Bosnian Prime Minister 
Haris Silajdzic asked UN- 
PROFOR to provide an air- 
lift of the men from the en- 
clave. Mr. Ivanko said this 
could only be done with the 
consent of the Bosnian Serbs 
which most observers admit 
is unlikely to be forthcoming. 

Mr. Muratovic, the minis- 
ter responsible for relations 
with UNPROFOR, said he 
was confident that a PoW 
agreement would be reached. 
“I think we will get an agree- 
ment. It is not good for any- 
body but what else can be 
done?” 

In Sarajevo. British and 
French troops dug in the big 
guns they hope will silence 
Jierb attacks on peacekeepers 
' and" bolster* rhe rIagging.JLJ.N. 

missipfl. 


About 300 British combat 
troops slipped onto the slopes 
of Mount Igman before dawn 
Monday and trained their 12 
IOS-mm guns on the rebel 
Serbs who regularly fire on 
aid convoys using Igman's 
Mountain track, the lone 
road into besieged Sarajevo. 

On another front. Croat 
forces intent on cutting a 
Serb route launched heavy 
shelling attacks on Serb posi- 
tions in western Bosnia on 
Tuesday. Bosnian Serb milit- 
ary sources said. 

In Zagreb, an official 
Croatian source confirmed 
the Croat assault and said it 
was intended in part to re- 
lieve pressure on the Bosnian 
government enclave of Bihac 
to the northwest of here, 
invaded by rebel Serb forces 
from Croatia a week ago. 

Serb military sources in the 
western mountain town of 
Drvar said the Croat artillery 
and rockets started pounding 
Serb-held Glamoc area over- 
night and an infantry assault 
ensued at dawn. 

The fighting, described as 
the heaviest in months, 
erupted after Serb forces 
made big gains to the north in 
an offensive on the govern- 
ment enclave of Bihac, seiz- 
ing 80 square kilometres of 
territory in an incursion from 
Serb-held Croatia. 

Meanwhile. NATO's 
attempt to agree on plans to 
stop Bosnian Serb attacks on 
safe havens were , stalled. 


(Cantiuud on pige 7) 


Opposition plans sit- in as House starts 
debating law ending Israel boycott today 


By Sa’eda Kilani 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — Islamist de- 
puties and opposition parties 
ntend to stage a sit-in today 
in front of the Lower House 
of Parliament to protest the 
House's discussion of a draft 
law that ends the economic 
boycon of Israel. 

The 16 Islamic Action 
Front (IAF) deputies are also 
considering boycotting the 
Wednesday session because 
they say the session would' 
end up with the endorsement 
“of a very dangerous law.” 
‘What is being done is 
wrong. It means we are giv- 
ing up our land and our coun- 
try," said IAF deputy Ham- 
mam Sa’eed. “We are against 
the law in principle and we 
are not willing to take part in 
the discussions.” 

Dr. Saeed said the front 
was studying its options of 
whether to boycott the ses- 


sion or not since participation 
in the discussions over the 
1995 draft that ends econo- 
mic boycott of Israel “are 
incompatible- with our princi- 
ples." 

"We have presented our 
objection to the law in a 
(Written memorandum. En- 
gaging in the House’s discus- 
sions is futile... anyway, the 
majority (needed to endorse 
the law) is there,” he added. 

Opposition deputies at par- 
liament could only manage 21 
votes against 46 votes in 
favour of referring the draft 
law to the joint financial and 
judiciary committee for dis- 
cussions at the start of the 
House current extraordinary 
session in June. 

The draft, which has been 
amended by the 34-member 
joint committee last week, 
allows land sale for foreigners 
but under strict conditions. 

The amendments condition 
land sale to foreigners with 


reciprocal treatment. Article 
six of the draft stipulates that 
ownership of Jordanian land 
is permissible for foreigners if 
they have laws that allow 
land sale to Jordanians. 

Some centrist, leftist and 
Islamist deputies who 
opposed the draft argued, 
when the House referred the 
draft to the joint committees, 
that the Israeli government 
owns 93 per cent of the land 
in the Jewish state and bans 
the sale of private land to 
foreigners. 

They said that the Israeli 
real estate market is closed to 
all foreigners and Jordanian 
land should not be sold to 
them accordingly. 

The joint committee, 
which met last Monday, in- 
troduced several amend- 
ments including making land’ 
sale conditioned to a cabinet 
approval. The amendments 
also included a clause ban- 
ning Jordanians who own 


land in the West Bank and 
Jerusalem from selling to 
Israelis. 

"The amendments intro- 
duced are superficial." said 
Dr. Sa’eed. "Conditioning 
land sale to Israel with recip- 
rocal treatment is invalid 
since Israeli laws allow land 
sale to foreigners though 
minimum. And giving the au- 
thority to the government to 
have the final decision in 
these issues is also rejected. 
It should be the law and not 
the government that has the 
final say." 

If the draft was approved, 
three laws that ban dealings 
with Israel are eliminated. 
These are: a 1973 law that 
bans land sale to Israel, a 
1958 law that boycotts Israel 
and a 1953 law that bans 
trade with Israel. 

Eleven opposition parties 
also announced they will 
stage a sit-in in front of par- 
liament this morning. 


PLO, Israel to resume talks 
despite Monday Tel Aviv blast 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Israeli 
leaders said they would re- 
new peace talks with the 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO). 

As Jewish stare buried five 
eideiy victims of a bus bombing 
on Tuesday the day Palesti- 
nian and Israeli leaders had 
hoped to reach accord on 
expanding Palestinian auton- 
omy in the West Bank. 

In rhe wake of the bomb- 
ing. which further eroded 
public confidence in the 
peace process, Israeli officials 
expressed urgency on resum- 
ing talks and reaching an 
agreement on the much- 
delayed expansion. 

Uri Savir and Ahmad 
Qureia, the top Israeli and 
Palestinian negotiators, were 
to meet Tuesday night to 
discuss where and when talks 
would resume. 

The talks were suspended 
Monday when a bomb ex- 
ploded on a commuter bus in 
front of the high-rise Tel 
Aviv Diamond Exchange, 
killing five Israelis. 

A sixth body was believed 
to be that of a suicide bom- 


ber. but police said no identi- • 
fication had been made by 
Tuesday evening. Police re- 
leased a picture showing, the 
bearded man's bloodied face. 

Eran Etsion. an aide to 
Mr. Savir, stressed that the 
suspension was purely out of 
respect for the victims and 
that Israel was anxious to 
return quickly to the talks. 

"There is a sense of urgen- 
cy.” he said. 

Israel Radio said Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
wanted to nail down an 
agreement quickly, "We are 
all interested in quickening 
the talks, both us and the 
Palestinians." Mr. Rabin 
spokesman Aliza Goren said. 

Mr. Qureia agreed the 
deadly attack should give 
new impetus to reaching 
agreement. "The alternative 
would be bloodshed,” he told 
the Associated Press. 

Israel and the PLO had 
originally set a July ! target 
date for expanding autonomy 

— which beean 14 months 
ago in the Gaza Strip and 
West Bank town of Jericho 

— to other parts of the West 


Bank. After that date passed, 
negotiators said they hoped 
to sign an agreement on July 

No new deadline has been 
set. Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres said the talks would 
resume Wednesday some- 
where in Europe, but PLO 
leader Yasser Arafat said he 
wanted the talks to stay in the 
Middle East. 

Chances of a speedy agree- 
ment seemed slim, with gaps 
remaining on the timing of an 
Israeli troop withdrawal from 
three towns — Ramailah, 
Hebron and Bethlehem — 
- and on distribution and con- 
trol of water and electricity 
resources in the West Bank. 

Salah Ilian, an aide to Mr. 
Qureia, said there, was also 
disagreement over zoning in 
. West Bank villages. Israel 
insisted that no construction 
permits or zoning changes be 
issued without Israeli permis- 
sion. a condition the Palesti- 
nians reject, he said. 

Ilian said the Palestinians 
fear Monday's attack will 
lead Israel lo toughen its 
securitv demands. 


Right-wing leaders called 
on the government to end the 
talks in the wake of the 
bombing, which came after a 
lull of several months in ter- 
ror attacks. 

The Maariv daily published 
a poll taken after the bomb- 
ing that said 52 per cent of 
Israelis believed the peace 
talks should not continue, 
while 37 per cent believed 
they should. The poll of 509 
Israelis had a margin of error 
of 4.5 per cent. 

Callers to media organisa- 
tions. including the Associ- 
ated Press, claimed the 
bombing was carried out by 
the militant Islamic group 
Hamas. But unlike after past 
attacks, when militant groups 
have released videotapes of 
the suicide bombers and 
praised them as martyrs, 
none has formally claimed 
responsibility for the attack. 

Possibly as a result, there 
was no large-scale crackdown 
against suspected militants by 
Israel or the PLO. as after 
previous attacks. 



His Majesty King Hussein and His Royal war-ravaged Bosnia. The relief flight is 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan talk to part of the first Jordanian-Israeli joint 
reporters before Prince Hassan left Am- mission to provide humanitarian assist- 
man for Croatia on board a Royal Jorda- ance to the Bosnian people (Photo by 
nian plane carrying humanitarian aid to Yousef 'Allan). 



Jordan, Israel launch 
joint relief to Bosnia 

King expresses hope other 
countries will follow suit 


Prince Hassan accompanied 
relief plane in expression 
of solidarity with Bosnians 


(Continued on page 7) 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan 
and Israel Tuesday sent two 
relief planes for Bosnian 
Muslims in an operation de- 
scribed by His Majesty King 
Hussein as part of joint 
Jordanian-Israeli efforts to 
relieve the victims of aggres- 
sion. 

Both planes, each laden 
with 21 tonnes of medical 
equipment, tents, blankets, 
clothing, food and other 
humanitarian supplies, took 
off from Amman and Tel 
Aviv at almost the same time 
and later landed at Split air- 
port in Croatia, close to Bos- 
nia. 

On board the Jordanian 
plane was His Royal High- 
ness Crown Prince Hassan 
and a ream of doctors, nurses 
and officials who were met 
upon arrival at Split airport 
by Bosnian officials led by 
Foreign Minister Mohammad 
Sacirbey. 

His Majesty King Hussein, 
who together with Her 
Majesty Queen Noor saw off 
the plane, told Jordan Televi- 
sion that “the only (reason) 
of this joint mission is our 
deep concern over the 
tragedy to which our kinsmen 
and brothers are subjected in 
that embattled nation and the 
fact that my brother Prince 
Hassan accompanied the mis- 
sion is an expression of the 
Jordanian family's feelings of 
solidarity with the Bosnian 
people." 

This is not the first Jorda- 
nian plane with relief supplies 
that left Amman for Bosnia 
as Jordan has sent other 
planes and more relief sup- 
plies. added King Hussein, 
who noted that the date of 


the joint mission coincided 
with the first anniversary of 
the Washington Declaration. 

Saying that Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin was 
the first leader to respond to 
King Hussein's call for aiding 
the Bosnian people. King 
Hussein said: “The slogan of 
us all ... Arabs and Jews. 
Jordanians and Israelis, is 
working together for the 
humanitarian causes in the 
world." 

“We hope that our joint 
effort will be copied by others 
in the world to whom we say 
that there should be joint 
endeavours in performing 
duty at the humanitarian 
level without any discrimina- 
tion," said King Hussein. 

“We advocate and seek a 
just, honourable and lasting 
peace for this region, which 
we hope will be realised soon 
despite attempts on the part 
of some elements who try to 
abort or disrupt the peace 
process from time to time 
through unacceptable and 
unreasonable practices," 
continued King Hussein. 

It is hoped, said the King, 
that rhe two planes will be 
returning to Jordan and 
Israel carrying wounded chil- 
dren for treatment. 

Referring to his contacts 
with world leaders to discuss 
alleviating the sufferings of 
the Bosnian people, the King 
said he has written to the 
Turkish and Pakistani presi- 
dents and sent messages to 
King Hassan of Morocco and 
President Hosni Mubarak of 
Egypt expressing hope that 
these countries will help find 
a formula for ending the Bos- 
nian tragedy. 


Jordan has some 3500 
troops serving in the United 
Nations protection force in 
the former Yugoslavia, rhe 
third largest contingent after 
France and Britain.~Most are 
based in Croatia. Amman has 
threatened to pull out the 
forces if Serb attacks are nor 
halted by the world commun- 
ity. 

Israel's ambassador to Jor- 
dan. who was at the airport at 
the departure ceremony, 
urged Bosnia's Serbs arid 
Muslims to follow the foot- 
steps of Arab and Israeli 
peacemakers. 

“We here in the Middle 
East are doing everything to 
solve our problems through 
peaceful means and let them 
follow this example and end 
the killings,” he said. 

The aid is to be handed 
over to Jordanian U.N. 
peacekeepers in Split. 
Croatia who would transfer it 
to Bosnian refugees. 

Jordan, which last week 
raised S6.5 million for Bos- 
nian refugees, said that Tues- 
day's shipment was worth 
JD 400,000, nearly S600.000. 

Meanwhile, Prince Hassan 
told a press conference upon 
arriving in Croatia that the 
joint Israeli-Jordanian mis- 
sion. which came to relieve 
the Bosnian people, coincide 
with the lapse of one year 
following the signing of the 
Jordanian-Israeli peace trea- 
ty. 

This joint mission from the 
Middle East to the world at 
large carries a peace message 
and underlines the import- 
ance of the human dimension 


(Continued on page 7) 
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Muslim nations outraged 
by Bosnian Serb advances 



NICOSIA (Agencies) — In 
Sudan, tens of thousands 
marched in the streets to 
protest the latest Serb adv- 
ances against Bosnian Mus- 
lims.- In Malaysia, the prime 
minister declared he would 
sell weapons to the embattled 
Muslims, defying a U.N. 
embargo. 

His Majesty King Hussein 
said he was so fed up with 
'Serb attacks that he was will- 
ing to join Jordanian 
peacekeepers already in the 
former Yugoslavia. 

Across the Muslim World, 
leaders have bitterly de- 
nounced the ongoing Bosnian 
Serb offensive and described 
the United Nations and the 
- Western response as pathe- 
tic. 

However, it was unlikely 
that Muslim outrage would 
translate into immediate. 
'! large-scale weapons ship- 
merits to the outgunned Bos- 
nian Muslims. 

The Serb attacks are “a 
blatant affront to the feelings 
of Muslims everywhere and a 
clear ridicule of the Islamic 
World." Saudi Arabia's gov- 
ernment said Monday follow- 
ing a cabinet meeting chaired 
by King Fahd. 

Cairo’s AI Ahrar newspap- 
er was even more blunt in an 
editorial Tuesday: "You co- 
. ward, infidel and criminal 
■ world... move to rescue the 
innocents and stop the 
tragedy.” 

The Organisation of Isla- 
mic Conference (OIC), the 
grouping of more than SO 
Muslim countries, said over 
the weekend that its mem- 
bers should no longer respect 
the U.N. ban on shipping 
guns to Bosnia. 

Malaysia's Prime Minister 
Mahathir -Mohammad 
announced that his country 
was prepared to start selling 
weapons, though he gave no 
details. 

"Malaysia and the OIC will 
be the light of the world in 


restoring justice in (Bos- 
nia)," Malaysia’s Defence 


nia),” Malaysia’s Defence 
Minister Sayed Hamid Albar 
said Monday. 

Islamic leaders have made 
many such calls previously, 
but the Bosnian Muslims 
have never been able to 
obtain heavy weapons on a 
level comparable to the 


Serbs. 

Iran, long suspected of 
secretly sending weapons to 
Bosnian Muslims, "de- 
nounced the U.N. and the 
West for their “deadly si- 
lence” in the face of Serbian 
advance. 

"The U.N.’s apathy to- 
ward the events in Bosnia will 
make other nations totally 
abandon their trust in this 
organisation.” Iranian Presi- 
dent Hashemi Rafsanjani was 
quoted as- saying on state- 
television. 

Western threats of air 
strikes and other stepped up 
actions against the Serbs are 
seen largely as idle threats in 
most Muslim nations. 

"The Serbs have received 
many warnings.” said As 
Safir, a Beirut newspaper. 
“The Western warning has 
become meaningless.” 

In Sudan's capital of Khar- 
toum. protesters called Mon- 
day for an Islamic army to 
defend the Bosnian Muslims. 

During the march in the 
blistering heat, demonstra- 
tors earned banners reading 
"the killing of Bosnian Mus- 
lims is a U.N. strategy." and 
"death to the Serbs, shame 
on the West.” 

While direct military sup- 
port to Bosnia has been quite 
limited, some individual 
Arabs have gone to fight 
against the Serbs. 

Sixteen Arabs were killed 
in a battle last Friday near 
Sarajevo, according to 
Kuwait's AI Watan newspap- 
er. which praised Adel Ai 
Ghanem. a Kuwaiti who was 
among those “martyred." 

Meanwhile, several coun- 
tries began delivering fresh 
aid supplies to Bosnian re- 
fugees. 

Two airplanes, one in Jor- 
dan and one in Israel, took 
off from their respective 
capitals Tuesday on a joint 
mission to deliver humanita- 
rian aid to Bosnian refugees. 

Between them they carried 
60 tonnes of medicine, tents, 
clothes and candies. It 
marked the first joint Israeli- 
Jordanian humanitarian op- 
eration since the two coun- 
tries signed a peace treaty last 
October. 

King Hussein said Friday 
that “I personally am willing 
to join” the U.N. peacekeep- ■ 


ers in the former Yugoslavia, 
whee 3.200 Jordanian troops 
are stationed. 

The statement was made 
during a television talk-show 
designed to raise money for 
Bosnian refugees. 

Saudi Arabia urged Mus- 
lim states Monday to give "all 
forms of support" to Bosnian 
Muslims and to back an Isla- 
mic group’s declaration that a 
U.N. arms embargo on Bos- 
nia was "invalid." 

King Fahd urged Muslim 
states to back recommenda- 
tions of a Bosnia “contacr 
group” of the Organisation of 
the Islamic Conference 
(OIC) which met last week. 

The Saudi Press Agency 
(SPA) quoted the king as 
saying Muslim states should- 
"provide all forms of sup- 
port. material and moral, to 
the people and government 
of Bosnia to enable it to 
safeguard its independence 
and sovereignty...” 

The OIC "contact group" 
meeting in Geneva Friday 
declared that it found the 
United Nations arms embar- 
go on Bosnia "...invalid and 
politically detrimental." 

Bosnian Foreign Minister 
Mohammad Sacribey, who 
attended the Geneva meet- 
ing. has said he was given 
pledges of weaponry and that 
OIC military chiefs and de- 
fence ministers would meet 
to work out details. 

King Fahd did not explicit- 
ly say if his country, which 
gave Afghan Mujahideen 
tens of millions of dollars 
during their war which top- 
pled a Communist-backed 
government in Kabul, plans 
to supply fellow Muslims in 
Bosnia with arms. 

The weekly Saudi cabinet 
statement, as reported by 
SPA. expressed the king- 
dom's “full support" for the 
"contact group's" recom- 
mendations and "continued 
commitment to offer support 
to the Muslim Bosnian peo- 
ple on the official and public 
levels." 

It said Saudi Arabia, home 
to two of Islam's holiest 
shrines, had recently granted 
the Bosnain government 50 
million riyals ($13 million), in 
addition., to .more than .800 
million riyals (8215 million), 
in Saudi public donations. ' 


Hamas fighters seek to make their mark, wreck peac e 


By Nicolas B. Tatros 
The Associated Press 


TEL AVIV — The Isla- 
mic resistance movement 
Hamas and a master bom- 
ber known as "the en- 
gineer” have been linked 
to Israel’s latest suicide 
bombing. 

Their goals are straight- 
forward: to wreak re- 
venge on Israel and force 
Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat to recognise 
Hamas' power. 

A caller claiming to 
represent Hamas told the 
Associated Press that the 
attack was in response to 
Israelis failure to meet 
deadlines*' in negotiating 
a withdrawal from West 
Bank towns and the re- 
cent killings of Islamic 
.activists. 

Others, speaking in the 
name of fugitive Hamas 
bomber Yehiya Ayash, 
blamed Israel for failing, 
to release Palestinian pris- 
oners. including jailed 
Hamas spiritual leader 
Sheikh Ahmad Yassin. 

Ayash, 30, is a West 
Bank 1 chemist who was 
reportedly trained by Iran 
and who is suspected of 
orchestrating five suicide 
attacks — including the 
Oct. 19 bus bombing in 
Tel Aviv that claimed 22 . 
lives. 

A senior PLO official 
who spoke on condition of 
anonymity said Yasser 
Arafat's - police force had 
not found Ayash despite a 
massive search. 

The timing of the attack 
and the target appeared to 
part of the message. 

It came a day before 
Israel and the PLO had 
hoped to wrap up an 
agreement on expanding 
self-rule to the West Bank 
and resulted in Israel call- 
ing a temporary halt to 
negotiations held in -a 
Dead Sea resort hotel. 

Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin said the talks will 
resume after the' funerals 
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An Israeli border guard checks the' work permits of 
Palestinian workers at the Erez Crossing into the Gaza Strip 
after a suicide bomber*: Mew himself np killing himself and 
Bve more people and wounding 33 others in a bus at the Tel 

of the victims — perhaps important — the heart of 
Wednesday or Thursday Israel's wall street where 
at the earliest. He said he diamond merchants. 


Aviv suburb of Raxnet Gan. Israel sealed off Gaza and the 
West P»nk after the blast, throwing 30,000 Palestinians out 
of work (AFP photo) 


of the victims — perhaps 
Wednesday or Thursday 
at the earliest. He said he 
would dose Israel to 
Palestinian workers for a 
short period as well. 

But Mr. Rabin, like 
other Israeli politicians, 
stressed that the slow-- 
down was temporary. Mr. 
Rabin said Islamic mili- 
tants wanted to destroy 
the peace process and he 
would not let “murders 
from extremist organisa- 
tion... attain their politic- 
al goals." 

• Hisham Abdul Razak, 
a PLO negotiator, said 
the attack also set back 
Israel’s plans to release 
Palestinian prisoners. Ab- 
out 2,000, many of them 
Islamic fundamentalists, 
were expected to be freed 
once the West Bank plan 
was finalised. 

The location was also 


stockbrokers and invest- 
ment bankers work in a 
duster of gleaming sky- 
scrapers. It drove hom the 
point that no place is safe 
from the long arm of 
Hamas revenge. 

“Israel bears responsi- 
bility for everything that is 
happening, especially re- 
garding its continued de- 
tention of prisoners, the 
provocation of settlers, 
and the closure,” said 
Imad Falouji. a Hamas 
spokesman. 

The attack broke a long 
respite in suidde bomb- 
ings. The last was April 9, 
when bombs were set off 
near an Israeli settlement 
in the Gaza Strip, killing 
seven soldiers and an 
American tourist. 

PLO police chief 


Major-General Nasser 
Yousef told reporters last 
week that the likelihood 
of a Hamas attack had 
lessened because Palesti- 
nian public opinion was 
heavily in favour of of 
automony in the West 
Bank. 

The Islamic fun- 
damentalist camp appears 
to be split, with some pol- 
tiical leaders favouring di- 
alogue and a role in self- 
rule under Mr. Arafat’s 
leadership. Militants of 
the Izzedine al Qassam, 
Hamas’ military wing, 
however, favour attacks 
to pressure Israel into a 
complete withdrawal and 
force Mr. Arafat to re- 
spect the strength of 
Hamas and its leaders. 

Khaled Amayra, a lec- 
turer at Islamic University 
in the West Bank town of 
Hebron, suggested mili- 


tants are trying to 1 press- 
ure Mr. Arafat to release 
about 100 Islamic activists, 
held by the autonomous 
government. Those activ- 
ists include three senior 
leaders'- whose beards 
and heads were shaved 
while in jail — a gesture 1 
humiliating to Muslims 
who wear beards as a sign 
of piety. 

Israel had demanded 
the crackdown on fun- 
damentalists as a sign of 
the PLO’s commitment to 
the peace process. 

“1 think the message, 
today is directed to Arafat 
as much as it is to tbe- 
Israelis,” said Amayra. 
“It is that you cannot con-, 
tinue to humiliate and tor- 
ment us and that we will , 
find ways to make you 
think twice before con- 
tinuing this campaign 
against us.” 


U.S. applauds Turkey for approving constitutional amendments 


Arafat happy to be a father 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
United States Monday ap- 
plauded ■ Turkey 
fng ■ r &fir^A djri e'iri \[s v< $tr 
mili t<aryre«<.-c€in9tit utiem.- 
saying this shoulctienhanee- 
democracy and -Improve 
chances for European in- 


GAZA (R) — PLO Chair- 
man Yasser Arafat, long re- 
garded as the father of the 
Palestinian cause, was smil- 
ing for joy Tuesday about the 
birth of his first child Zahwa 
at a Paris hospital. 

Asked about his feelings, 
Mr. Arafat said: “Like any 
father would." 

Mr. Arafat's 32-year-old 
wife Suha gave birth Monday 
to a 2.45 kilogramme (5.4 
.lbs) baby girl named Zahwa 
after Mr. Arafat's mother. 
She is the first child of the 
65-year-old guerrilla-turned- 
peacemaker. 

“The child and her mother 
Suha Arafat are doing well." 
said a statement from the 
American Hospital in Neuilly 
just wesr of Paris. Zahwa 
weighed in at 2.45 kilogram- 
me (5.4 lbs) after a caesarian 
delivery at 7.42 p.m. (1742 
GMT). 

“For Suha Arafat this child 
conceived in Gaza shortly af- 
ter Mr. Arafat's return to this 
autonomy Palestinian terri- 
tory is a symbol of hope and 
of peace for Palestinians." 
the hospital statement said. 

"This child will be like all 
others, she will share the joys 
and the sorrows of Pales- 
tine.” it quoted Suha Arafat 
as saying. 

“Happiness must strike 


this child like all other 
Palestinians. She must be 
able to play with her own and 
her future, our future, must 
no longer be one of war and 
blood." she said. 


Suha Arafat, a Palestinian 
Christian who married Mr. 
Arafat in 1992, was quoted 
last month by a French news- 
paper as saying that she had 
decided against having the 
baby in Gaza because of poor 
sanitary conditions there. 

“Our child was conceived 
in Gaza, but sanitary condi- 
tions there are terrible." she 
told the Le Parisien news- 
paper; "I was afraid to give 
birth there, not for myself, 
but for the baby. 

She said that the child 
would live in Gaza. Suha 
Arafat said at the time that 
her husband wanted a boy 
but she would prefer a girl 
and that the child would be 
brought up as 3 Muslim. 

Members of the Palestinian 
authority Mohammad Zuhdi 
AI Nashashibi and Zakariya 
Al Agha congratulated the 
PLO leader with the tradi- 
tional Arabic word “mab- 
rouk” or congratulations. 

Mr. Arafat will see his 
daughter for the first time 
Wednesday, but only after 
meeting a host of French 


leaders on an official visit to 
Paris. 

"Mr. Arafat will arrive 
Wednesday morning. He will 
meet the French foreign 
minister, the speaker of the 
parliament. President Jac-. 
ques Chirac and Prime Minis- 
ter Alain Juppe. Then he will 
go to the hospital." the 
PLO's envoy to France. Leila 
Shahid, said Tuesday. 

PLO officials said Mr. Ara- 
' fat was going to Paris for a 
day. 

The PLO envoy said it was 
not certain Mr. Arafat would 
stay the night in Paris be- 
cause of the delicate state of 
Israeii-PLO negotiations on 
the next stage of Palestinian 
self-rule. 


tegration. 

On July 23. Turkey's par- 
liament — the Grand Nation- 


serious about democratisa- 
tion. 

| ^President 1 (Bill) Clinton 
Jhas written Prime ^Minister- 
I (Tamil) Oiler with his con- 
L gratulations on frep~lead~ 

' ership in securing approval 
for these 'measures,” State 
Department spokesman 
Nicholas Bums told repor- 
ters. 


Mr. Bums called passage 
of the amendments a 
fltremendous achievement’-’ .... 
ijlfrs. Ciller, in particular* and-, 
•said “we hope-wilhsoon he" 


i signed into law by the Tur- 
kish president. Mr. (Suley- 


al Assembly — approved by 
the overwhelming majority of 
360 to 32. 17 constitutional 
amendments that were wide- 
ly supported by the Turkish 
public and seen as necessary 
to convince Ankara’s West- 
ern allies that Turkey was- 


"We also congratulate the 
leaders of Turkey’s other 


political parties that sup- 
ported this package." he 
said. "This package was part 
of a broad effort to enhance 
Turkey's democracy, which 
we support." 


man) Demirel." 

He also urged the Euro- 
pean Union to consider the 
actions that the Turkish 
assembly has taken. 

"The United States still 
strongly supports, and even 
more so today. Turkey’s bid 
to have a customs agreement 
with the European Union. 
And we think that the action 
taken by the Turkish Grand 


National Assembly certainly 
add to the argument of the 
- Turkish. government, the Un- 
ited-States government, and 
-others. that there ought to be 
an integration of Turkey in 
Europe,” Mr. Bums said. 


Although "very much 
itisfied that Turkey has 


satisfied that Turkey has 
gone a long way,’’ he added 
that "obviously in any coun- 
try, including our own. there 
is always room for further 
improvement. And, I be- 
lieve, that the United States 
government feels that the 
Turkish government ought to 
continue this effort to liberal- 
ise under reform.” 


In Strasbourg, the Council 
of Europe Monday welcomed 
; the constitutional ' reforms f 
< approved -bytfie 
; Kament, caHmg^thdmv^-J 
; oouragjng. t ■ ' h: ■_ .*>■•. 

"Even if certain of ;the..» 
most awaited reforms do not . 
feature in this first wave,, it- . 
seems that a process is under- \ 
way. We hope that the'pro-. 
cess will continue when par- * 
liament returns” the councflC. -j 
secretary general, Daniel ' . 
Tarschys. told reporters. 'Jfi' 
Under the reforms, . unit 
versity lecturers and students 
will be able to join political' 7 . 
parties . 


Saudis stop hiring Indonesian maids amid row over conditions 


The talks were suspended 
temporarily Monday after an 
Islamic suicide bomber blew 
up a suburban Tel Aviv com- 
muter bus. killing six people. 
They are due to resume after 
the funerals of the victims. 


His Majesty King Hussein 
sent his congratulations. 

"King Hussein called Pres- 
ident Arafat on the telephone 
to congratulate him on the 
birth of his daughter.". Mr. 
Arafat's advisor. Nabil Abu 
Rudeinah said. 

“The two men agreed to 
meet as soon as possible." 


DUBAI. United Arab Emi- 
rates (AFP) — Saudi Ara- 
bians have virtually stopped 
hiring Indonesian maids in a 
dispute over the costs of new 
measures from Jakarta to 
protect overseas workers, di- 
plomats and recruiters said. 

The dispute erupted as In- 
donesia considers phasing out 
the number of maids it sends 
overseas by 2000, especially 
to Saudi Arabia where re- 
ports of abuse are high, an 
Indonesian diplomat added. 

Around 20.000 of the 
260.000 Indonesian domestic 
helpers in Saudi Arabia were 
flown home last year after 
complaining of mistreatment 
at the hands of their em- 
ployers. said the diplomat, 
who asked not to be named. 

Indonesia is the largest 
source of maids for Saudi 
households. 


But Saudis have gradually 
stopped hiring them this 
year, protesting new Indone- 
sia government measures 
such as demands for higher 
salaries and refusals to 
guarantee replacing maids 
who quit, diplomats and re- 
cruiters said. 

They also object to rising 
fees charged by recruitment 
agencies in Indonesia. Fees 
have more than doubled from 
$900 six months ago to 
$2,000. a Saudi recruiter con- 
tacted by telephone said. 

"There's still some recruit- 
ing but it's more or less stop- 
ped." recruiter Abdulrahman 
Al Nashwan told AFP. He 
complained his agency had 
not seen the new Indonesian 
government measures in writ- 
ing. 

Other regulations require 
prospective workers to pass 


medical exams, take a three- 
month government training 
course, and prove they have 
at least an elementary school 
education, an Indonesian di- 
plomat said. 

However, such require- 
ments did not appear to elicit 
protests. 

Also, women have to be at 
least 25 years old to qualify 
for overseas work and exten- 
sive checks are now required 
to make sure papers are not 
forged to meet demand for 
underage workers, the diplo- 
mat said. 


expect maids to arrive within 
a month, but with the new 
rules the domestic helpers 
will take three months to 
arrive, the diplomat said. 

"Everything is ‘hurry up.’” 
he. added. 


"It is very strange but most 
of the Saudis want the maids 
to be under 20 years old.” he 
said. But a Saudi recruiter- 
denied this, saying “not even 
one per cent" of employers 
asked for young maids. 

Many Saudi employers also 


The new measures were 
designed to improve condi- 
tions for Indonesian workers 
abroad, especially domestic 
helpers who are most vulner- 
able to exploitation and 
abuse, the diplomat said. 

While negotiations were 
underway to end the dispute. 
Saudi employers were look- 
ing for maids from Sri Lanka. 
Kenya and other countries, 
recruiters said. 

Like those from the Philip- 
pines and other Asian coun- 
tries, many maids com- 
plained of low or withheld 
salaries, unlawful, confine-’ 


ment. verbal abuse, beatings • 
and even rape. = 

Saudi Arabia has begun J - 
jailing abusive and after the * 
holy month of Ramadan this - 
year the Riyadh gpvemtirate .. 
paid out 260,000 riyals. 
($69,000) for 18 maids whose:’: 
employers failed to pay them, a 
diplomats said. ] 

By 2000 Indonesia plans to - 
have phased out or sharply 
cut the number of maids and 1 
other unskilled workers like ^ 
chauffeurs who go abroad.- ' 
Almost ail of the 350,000 .. 
Indonesians in Saudi Arabia .m 
are maids or drivers. • 



"We’ll do our best to de- 
ploy only skilled workers,” a - 
diplomat said. 

The Philippines is also con- * 
sidering phasing out or reduc- 3 
ing the number of maids it' . - 
sends overseas. 
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5? ^W*sly Queen Noor Ibesday attends a piano recital by the first recipients of the 
Purcell Anniversary Fund at the residence of British Ambassador to Jordan Peter 
HinchcUffe (Petra photo) 

Queen attends piano recital by first 
Purcell Anniversary Fund recipients 


AMMMAN (J.T.) — Her 
, Majesty Queen Noor Tues- 
' day' attended a piano recital 
held by the first three Jor- 
danian recipients of the Pur- 
cell Anniversary Fund at the 
resident of British Ambas- 
sador to Jordan Peter Hinch- 
cliffe, according to a Royal 
Court statement. 

The Purcell Anniversary 
Fund, which was established 
in March 1995 with the 
encouragement and patron-, 
age of Queen Noor, was cre- 
ated on the 300th anniver- 


sary of the death of the 
renowned English composer 
Henry Purcell. 

It is a non-profit charitable 
organisation, administered 
by the British embassy in 
Amman, that awards music 
scholarships to Jordanians 
and permanent residents -of 
Jordan studying at the sec- 
. ondary and university levels. 

The fund seeks to improve 
the standards of musical 
education in Jordan and to 
meet the needs of talented 
young musicians who would 


benefit from continuing 
their musical education in 
Britain, the statement added. 

After the recital. Queen 
Noor chatted with the young 
pianists, Malak A1 Tahar, 
Tala Tutunji and Tarek You- 
nis, and said she hoped that 
the Purcell Fund will work 
closely with the National 
Music Conservatory to pro- 
duce a new generation of 
accomplished musicians, 
. who will enrich and enhance 
musical life in Jordan, the 
statement said. 


Prince Talal turns 30 today 


Amman (J.T.) — His Royal 
Highness Prince Talal Ben 
Mohammad, His Majesty 
King Hussein’s military sec- 
retary turns 30 years old 
today, a Royal Court state- 
ment said! 

Prince Tal al wg£ educated . 
m .Jfrijain, ( jmd them 
United States; ■— jm 

He is a graduate rof the*r» 
Royal Military Academy 
Sandhurst, and has bachelor 
of science and a masters of 
science degrees in interna- 
tional relations from the 
School of Foreign Service 
of Georgetown University 
Washington, D.C., the 
statement said. 

After completing his edu- 
cation, Prince Talal served 
as company commander in 
the Jordanian Special 
Forces, and has served as 
the King's military secretary 
for four and a half years. 

Prince Talal is married to 
Her Royal Highness 
Princess Ghida Talal. 



Prince Tkbl Ben Mohammad 


Advocates of breastfeeding seek 
to make hospitals ‘baby friendly’ 


Amman (Petra) — In prepa- 
ration for International 
Breasfeeding Week, which 
starts on Aug.l, the Min- 
istry of Health in coopera- 
tion with the United Nations 
Children's Fund (UNICEF) 
Tuesday organised a semi- 
nar on promoting breast- 
feeding and the, Baby- 
Friendly Hospital Initiative. 

Chairman of the National 
Committee for Breastfeed- 
ing Makram Nsheiwat said 
the ministry seeks to enforce 
legislation on maternal and 
child health and to promote 


breastfeeding, by allowing 
working mothers some time 
to breastfeed their children 
in the work place. He 
referred to a recent govern- 
ment decision increasing the 
maternity leave to three 
months, up from two months 
to enable working mothers 
to breastfeed their children 
and care for them. 

UNICEF Jordan Pro- 
gramme Officer Ayman Abu 
Laban said breastfeeding is 
one of the important aspects 
of primary, health care. 

He praised the ministry's 


efforts' to convert major gov- 
ernment hospitals into toby 
friendly hospitals by the end 
of tjtis year followed by the 
same conversion of all 
maternity hospitals by the 
year 2000 . 

Participants in the seminar 
discussed such issues as the 
national plan for promoting 
baby friendly hospitals, role 
of gynaecologists and paedi- 
atricians in promoting 
breastfeeding, and the 10 
steps to successful breast- 
feeding. 


* Performance by opera singer Christo- 
pher Barashvetch of Poland at Umm 
Qais at 830 pm 

•Children's play, "Zina and the Flute," 
at the Sound and Light Theatye at 7:45 
pan. 

* Performance by .several Jordanian 
groups at the Forum (6:30-9:00 p.m.). 

•r 

FILMS 

* "The Dead of Jericho, Inspector 
Morse/' at the British Council, 7:00 p.m. 

•"The Civil War. War is Hell, 1865/' at 
the American Center, at 5.-00 p.m. 


JERASH FESTIVAL 

• "Street Show" by The Chipolatas at 
The Forum at 9:30 p.m. 

• Concert by Poltex Folklore Group of 
Poland at the South Theatre at 9:00 pm 

• Concert by Reza Group of Egypt at the 
South Theare at 8:30 p.m. 

• Play entitled, "Abada in the Tempest," 
at the Artemis Steps a 9:00 p.m. 

• Play entitled, "The Mule," at the the 
Gracia Theatre a 8:00 pm 

• Concert by Laith Hadad at Gracia The- 
atre at 9:30 pm 


JBA, U.S. 
industrialists 
to look into 
joint projects 

AMMAN (J.T.) — At least 
100 Jordanian businessmen 
and a group of industrial 
experts representing 3 
American firms will gather 
at the Marriott Hotel Sun- 
day to discuss investments 
in joint projects. 

The Jordanian Business- 
men's. Association (JBA) 
and the Jordanian Trade 
Assocation* (JTA), the joint 
organisers of the meeting, 
said in a statement that the 
delegation from the United 
States represents the Ameri- 
can Overseas Private Invest- 
ment Corporation (OPIC). 

The statement said that the 
meeting will be attended by 
Minister of Energy and 
Mineral Resources Samih 
Darwazeh as well as the 
chairmen of the JBAand the 
JTA, Hamdi Tabbaa and 
Zeid Faxiz. 

. Representatives of the fol- 
lowing American industries 
are expected to attend' Sun- 
day's meeting: industrial 

design, gas. turbines, con- 
struction and contracting, 
road, bridge, dam, airport, 
tunnel, water project, phar- 
maceutical, hotel manage- 
ment, garment manufactur- 
ing, chemical, and mining 
and electricity, according to 
the statement. 

The statement also said 
that OPIC promotes joint 
projects by offering direct 
loans and loan guarantees 
after cautious feasibility 
studies are conducted for 
each project. 

Normally OPIC provides 
financing for medium and 
long-term-projects and guar- 
antees a good margin of 
returns for the investors, 
according to the statement. 

Another JBA statement 
Tuesday said that Jordanian 
and Palestinian business- 
men are due to hold a joint 
meeting in Amman Satur- 
day to discuss practical 
steps for the establishment 
of a Jordanian-Palestinian 
busin&& council and to draft 
its byiaws> 

■ in.**' 


House passes 
draft 

communications 

law 


Amman (Pena) — The 
Lower House of Parliament 
Finance Committee Tues- 
day passed the draft com- 
munications law of 1995 
after some amendments. In 
A statement to the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, com- 
mittee rapporteur Mounir 
Sobar said the committee 
will prepare a report on the 
communications draft law 
next week and will present 
it to the House for discus- 
sion during its current extra- - 
ordinary session. In another 
development the Senate 
Judiciary committee met 
under the chai rmans hip of 
Speaker Ahmad Lawzi to 
discuss the labour law. 


Visiting Ukraine minister opens 
economic talks with officials 


AMMAN (Petra) — Visiting 
Ukraine Deputy Foreign 
Minister Constantine 
Grishenko Tuesday opened 
talks at the Ministry of For- 
eign Affairs on economic, 
political and cultural rela- 
tions between Ukraine and 
Jordan. 

Acting ministry Deputy 
Secretary General Ibrahim 
Naghawi, who led the Jor- 
danian side to the talks, said 
that issues of common con- 
cern had been covered, 
including the situation in 
Bosnia where Ukraine has 
two army units serving with 
the United Nations peace- 
keeping forces . 

The two sides are in agree- * 
znent on the urgent need to 
find an acceptable solution 
to end the conflict. Mr 
Grishenko said 

They also reviewed prepa- 
rations for the Middle East 
and North Africa (MENA) 
econommic summit to be 
held here in October and the ' 
opportunities for invest- 
ments in the Middle East 
region in the new era of 
peace. 

A ministry statement said 
that the two sides will 
finalise their discussions 
Wednesday after the 
Ukraine delegation meets 
with representatives of the 
private sector to discuss eco- 
nomic matters. 

Mr. Grishenko, who 
arrived with his delegation 
Monday, had earlier met 



Visiting Ukraine Minister of Foreign Affairs Constantine Grishenko Tuesday meets with 
Lower House of Parliament Speaker- Saad Hay el Srour and Vice Speaker Abdul Hadi 
Majali (Petra photo) 


with Speaker of the Lower 
House of Parliament Saad 
Hayel Srour to discuss par- 
liamentary relations 

between Ukraine and Jor- 
dan. 


The Ukrainian official said 
that his delegation aimed at 
opening the way for bilateral 
cooperation in trade and 
^economic fields. 

Mr. Srour welcomed coop- 


eration with the Ukrainian 
parliament and briefed the 
visitors on the executive and 
legislative authorities within 
the Jordanian parliamentary 
system. 


Australia names new 
envoy to Kingdom 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Aus- 
tralian Minister for Foreign 
Affairs Gareth Evans Tues- 
day announced the appoint- 
ment of Meny Wickes as 
ambassador to Jordan, with 
non-resident accreditation to 

ttys Republic 

Australian, '.embassy /.stater, 
roent sakL..-. •. 

Ms. Wickes will replace 
Jonathan Sheppard, who has 
been ambassador in Amman 
since August 1992, it added 

Senator Evans, who paid a 
brief visit to Jordan earlier 
this month, said Jordan was 
a key country in terms of the 
outlook for the Middle East 
Under the wise and coura- 
geous leadership of His 
Majesty King Hussein, Jor- 
dan tod concluded an his- 
toric peace meaty with 
Israel, the minister said, 
adding that the Kingdom 
was continuing to play an 
indispensable part in bring- 
ing tbe overall peace process 
towards a successful out- 
come. 

Within the region, Jordan 
had led by example in areas 
such as democratic institu- 
tion-building, h uman rights 
and found economic man- 
agement, tto statement said. 

The bilateral relationship 
between Australia and Jor- 
dan was characterised by 
warm and constructive deal- 
ings across a range of areas, 
it said. 


Commercial ties were 
strong, and growing. Aus- 
tralia and Jordan worked 
closely together in the multi- 
lateral tracks of the peace 
process dealing with arms 
control and regional securi- 
ty,-* -and wa't^r^Otirces. 
Australian ■ :&£Ha^o.gjsi$ . 
had cooperated^closely with, 
their Jordanian' counterparts 
for many years. 

The statement said that 
Ms. Wickes is a senior 
career officer of the Depart- 
ment of Foreign Affairs and 
Trade. She joined the then 
department of foreign affairs 
in 1976 and has served in 
Geneva ( at the U.N.), 
Dhaka.and New York. 

From 1982 to 1983 she 
was an exchange officer 
with the Department of 
Defence, and in 1986 she 
attended the Joint Service 
Staff College. 

From 1991 to 1992 Ms. 
Wickes was regional direc- 
tor of the Department of 
Foreign Affairs and Trade 
Regional Office in Adelaide, 
and for the past two and a 
half years she has been the 
Australian director in the 
Asia-Pacific Economic 
Cooperation (APEC) secre- 
tarial in Singapore. 

Ms. Wickes is expected to 
rake up her appointment in 
December 1995. the state- 
ment said. 


Aviation experts consider 
alliances to beat competition 


AMMAN (Petra) — Dele- 
gates representing 10 Arab 
airlines and American 
experts in civil aviation 
Tuesday opened a three-day 
meeting at the Marriott 
Hotel to discuss the forma- 
tion of marketing alliances 
to offset the negative effects 
'Of 1 competifidh'' in ' interna- 
. ponal 'ayiation ..markets', 'on. . 
Arab airlines. , : 

Secretary General of the 
Arab Air Carriers Organisa- 
tion (AACO) Adli Dajani 
said that in view of the 
strong international compet- 
itive forces, the time has 
come for Arab airlines to 
create their own alliances 
and to coordinate their 
efforts through improving 
passengers seryices in order 
to effectively compete inter- 
nationally. 

Arab airlines are well 
aware of the extent of (he 
competition facing them, 
Mr. Dajani said. He empha- 
sised that this pressure has 
now reached unprecedented 
proportions, making it 
imperative that Arab airlines 
act immediately to protect 
their interests. 

Unless swift action is 
taken on the part of Arab air- 
lines and unless alliances are 
created among them, they 
can expect to face a very dif- 
ficult feline and painful set- 
backs, he warned. 

The AACO, which is 
organising tbe meeting here, 
is -planning a seminar in 



Adli Dajani 

Cairo in cooperation with 
Egypt Air and the British 
Rolls Royce company in 
September to deal with the 
issue of marketing alliances 
and international competi- 
tion, according to Mr. 
Dajani. 

Taking part in the Amman 
meeting are delegates from 
Jordan. Saadi Arabia. 
Kuwait,- Syria, Lebanon, 
Egypt, Tunisia, Morocco, 
Algeria and Libya. 

Established in 1965, the 
AACO aims to coordinate 
and promote cooperation in 
the activities of Arab airline 
companies. 


Government gears up for MENA conference, says Abul Ragheb 


AMMAN (Pfetra) — The 
Jordanian government has 
so far prepared 37 projects 
estimated at a cost of $33 
billion to be presented to the 
Middle East - and North 
Africa (MENA) conference 
in Amman in October and is 
currently preparing up to 
another 60 projects on a 
smaller scale, according to 
Minister of Industry and 
Trade Ali Abul Ragheb. 

The October international 
conference will aims to 
reassess the economies of 
the countries in the Middle 
East region, economic coop- 
eration among these coun- 
tries aqd prospects for a 
Middle East-European part- 
nership, the minister said at 
a seminar held at the Inter-' 
national Islamic Studies and 
Research Centre here. 

The MENA summit will 
seek to attract capital from 
various parts of the world ro 
be invested in this region, 
said Mr. Abul Ragheb. 

Many countries have 
expressed their readiness to 
participate in the conference 
and to take part in the imple- 


mentation of proposed pro- 
jects, Mr. Abul Ragheb 
added. 

The minister also noted 
that different countries, 
including those planning to 
attend the October confer- 
ence, have distinct views 
about the Middle East 
Development Bank project. 

The bank project has been 
supported by some coun- 
tries, but others have called 
for its postponement, sug- 
gesting instead the creation 
of a financial administration 
for a two-year period before 
declaring the establishment 
of tbe bank. 

The minister predicted that 
tbe conference was likely to 
opt for tbe creation of a 
finan cial administration for 
an interim two-year period 
as a first step in the creation 
of the bank. 

As for the economic 
restructuring programme 
agreed upon between Jordan 
and the International Mone- 
tary Fund (IMF), tbe minis- 
ter said that the programme 
which enlists active Cooper- 



Minister of Industry and Trade Ali Abul Ragheb Tuesday outlines plans for the Middle 
East and North Africa summit during a seminar at the Islamic Studies and Research 
Centre (Petra photo) 


ation from the private sector 
has so far yielded very posi- 
tive results. ' 4 


The minister underlined 
the importance of new Jor- 
danian legislation Co create 


stronger incentives for 
investments and for dealing 
with economic challenges. 
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Disarmament commission for 


N. Ireland gets cool reviews 


Mexico rebels open 5th round 
of peace talks on wrong foot 


Brando film 
halted by cash q 
wrangle 


BELFAST (AFP) — Sinn 
Fein President Gerry Adams 
was sceptical Tuesday of an 
Anglo-Irish proposal for an 
international commission to 
oversee decommissioning of 
arms in Northern Ireland, 
calling it a back-door way of 
securing unilateral IRA dis- 
armament. 

“We don’t know what the 
British mean by that," said 
the leader of the Irish Repub- 
lican Army's political wing. - 
“I have to say I don't know. 

“I am loathe to get in- 
1 volved in what is at this time 
a lot of speculation," Mr. 
Adams said, a day after 
Northern Ireland Secretary 
Sir Patrick Mayhew put the 
idea after a meeting with 
Irish Foreign Minister Dick 
Spring. 

Mr. Adams said the prop- 
osal represented no progress 
because it was built on the 
British insistence that all- 
party talks on Northern Ire- 
land peace be contingent on 
the IRA's laying down its 
weapons and explosives. 

“It's very important to 
note and underline the fact 
that Patrick Mayhew yester- 
day reiterated the British 
government position that 
there could be no movement 
towards all-party talks unless, 
the IRA decommissions 
some of its weapons," he 
said. 

“If that's the case, that (an 
international commission) is 
.meant to be a non-starter. 

“So, I have to askihem, is 
this commission a .notion, 
a device D r an idea to bring 
about a decommissioning of 
IRA weapons in order to 
fulfill a British government* 
precondition," Adams said. 

The possibility of creating 


an international commission 
to supervise the terms of dis- 
armament. in Northern Ire- 
land emerged from three 
hours of talks in Belfast be- 
tween Sir Patrick and Mr. 
Spring. 

“We’ve discussed a num- 
ber of matters, and a commis- 
sion, in the context of decom- 
missioning, has been one of 
these. There are sensible 
grounds for being hopeful it 
can be resolved,” said Sir 
Patrick. 

“It's one of the options 
we've been looking at." 
added Mr. Spring. “We ha- 
ven't reached conclusions yet 
so it wouldn't be wise to 
elaborate but we have to look 
at all possibilities, all modali- 
ties of what is a very complex 
problem.” • w 

It was the first time the 
concept of international su- 
pervision has been aired 
openly at the same time by 
two top British and Irish 
ministers. 

Four months ago Mr. 
Spring said it was possible to 
envisage a role for interna- 
tional organisations such as 
the Organisation for Security 
and Cooperation in Europe 
(OSCE) or Scandinavian 
countries to help disarm Uls- 
ter's paramilitary groups. 

The Ulster Unionist Party 
(UUP) published a document 
proposing a type of commis- 
sion which would be made up 
of international military ex- 
perts as well as representa- 
tives from the British and 
Irish governments. The UUP 
said at the time that it had 
submitted its idea to British 
Prime Minister John Major. 

Sinn Fein official Mitchell 
McLaughlin said earlier. “All. 
ideas, all suggestions for re- 


solving the impasse would be 
seriously looked at by all 
those -seriously interested in 
finding a solution." 

Despite 11 months of ceas- 
efire between the IRA and 
Protestant paramilitary orga- 
nisations. both sides have 
ruled out a unilateral dis- 
armament. 


to Northern Ireland a year 
ago, more than 1,000 British 
soldiers have left the pro- 
vince, and several military 
barracks have either been de- 
molished or decommis- 
sioned. A total of 17,500 
British troops remain. 


In a separate development, 
a Protestant hall in County 


Both London and Dublin, 
conscious of the impasse, 
have resolved over the past 
several months to surmount 
the problems by working in 
tandem on proposals that 
would realise a disarmament. 

Meanwhile, a 26-year-old 
British army barracks that 
was one of the most frequent 
targets of IRA attacks until a 
ceasefire took effect a year 
ago was demolished Monday 
as part of the drive for peace 
in Northern Ireland. 


The red-brick barracks in 
the Catholic district of Falls 
Road was the first built by 
the British in West Belfast 
when London sent troops to 
Northern Ireland in August 
1969. 

It was also the first to be 
taken out of service when the 
Irish Republican Army de- 
clared a ceasefire on Aug. 31 
of last year. 

“Hopefully it is the begin- 
ning of the total demilitarisa- 
tion of all army barracks in 
the six countries" that make 
up Northern Ireland, said a 
Sinn Fein leader who witnes- 
sed the demolition. 


The barracks. located in 
the Falls Road area but also 
near the Protestant. pro- 
British Shankill Road dis- 
trict, will be replaced by a 
“peace line," or wall between 
the two neighbourhoods. 

Since relative peace came 


Armagh was extensively 
damaged in an aison attack 
early Tuesday, the latest in a 
• spate of arson attacks on 
more than a dozen so-called 
Orange hails this month, 
police said. 

The Royal Ulster Consta- 
bulary said slates were re- 
moved from the roof of the 
building at Mountnorris and 
flammable liquid was poured 
inside and set alight. The roof 
and interior of the hall were 
■ badly damaged. 

The Orange Order has ab- 
out 100,000 members, mak- 
ing it the biggest single Pro- 
testant organisation in. the 
British province where it is 
seen as an embodiment of the 
loyalist community's deter- 
mination to hold on to its 
traditional freedoms and pri- 
vileges. 

Elsewhere, a 54-year-old 
man and his two sons in their 
20s were saved by a smoke 
alarm when petrol bombs 
were thrown into their home, 
starting a blaze in the living 
room. 

They were asleep in the 
house at Kilbeg Close. 
Antrim, when (he pre-dawn 
attack was launched. The 
alarm woke them and they 
found the living room cur- 
. tains, carpet ana an armchair 
ablaze. 

The family put out the 
blaze before the fire brigade 
arrived. 


SAN ANDRES LARRAIN- 
ZAR, Mexico (AFP) — Gov- 
ernment and rebel repre- 
sentative began their fifth 
round of peace talks blaming 
each other for the lack of 
progress in the negotiations. 

Hie government accused 
the Zapatista National Li- 
beration Army (EZLN) late 
Monday of delaying a deci- 
sion on the rules and proce- 
dures for the talks, which 
were first brought up three 
months ago. 

An official statement also 
rejected a new Zapatista 
proposal to set up some son 
of buffer zone between gov- 
ernment and rebel forces in 
Chiapas by creating a special 
corridor in the region where 
guerrilla forces would with- 
draw. 

The statement charged the 
rebels with using this issue in 
the talks as a delaying tactic 
and said the rebels were 
“lacking in sincerity... to see 
concrete result?” in the talks. 

The Zapatistas, in turn, 
issued a statement early 
Tuesday calling the charges 
“government Ties." adding 
that’ their proposals were in 
line with negotiating princi- 
ples. 

The- Zapatistas got some 
backing to their demand that 
the negotiations address so- 
cial ana political issues on a 
national scale, when a repre- 
sentative of a religious, 
mediating panel said that the 
problems in Chiapas had re- 
percussions around the coun- 
try. 

However, a Zapatista lead- 
er at the talks identified only 
as Com and ante David, was 
critical of the government 
and .warned that “we will.' 
continue fighting with our 



BALLYCOTTON. Ireland: 
jTjrpi — Work has stopped. 

in this fishing village onafilm: 
starring Marlon Moat- 
Johnny Depp — costmg «6 
million (524 million) - be- 
muse of cash problems its; 
producers said Monday.; 
Brando's involvement in Di- 
vine Rapture, also starring . 
Debra Winger and John ; 
Hurt, moved him to contem- ^ 
plate taking up Irish.'. 

citizenship- HiS great- 






-I’'.- 


grandfather was born m Dub- 
Tin. The film, described as a 


A Chapas peasant girl stands near Mexican soldiers as she 
forms with other residents a peace cordon around the meeting 
place where the Mexican government and the Zapatista rebels 
resumed their negotiations (AFP photo) 


un. »»»* ----- . s 

black edmedy about a pnest . 
(played by Brando) who be- 
lieves in miracles, began . 
shooting in this . village in • 
southwest Ireland earlier this 
month but ran into financial 
difficulties last week. The' 
director. Thom Eberhardt; 
had earlier managed to over- 
' come the refusal of the local 
bishop to permit filming ar 
two churches in his diocese.' 
bv choosing another location. ;- 
The filth’s producers said in a - 
statement in Dublin Monday - 
that “in spite of continuing, 
assurances of financial back- _ 
ing from our backer, thq 
4 hnds have not been forth--- 
Pooling-" 




weapons and our hands" for 
justice, democracy and liber- 
ty- 

The Zapatista rebels first 
rose up against the govern- 
ment Jan. 1. 1994 demanding 
better economic and social 
conditions for the state's im- 
poverished ethnic-Maya 
majority. 

The rebels later demanded 
democratic political reform 
on the state and national 


levels. 

In April, the government 
and the EZLN, led by 
masked commander Subcom- 
an d ante Marcos, agreed to 
make this small Chiapas town 
the headquarters of their dia- 
logue ana set out to tackle 
the issues. 


Bronze bust of 
Simpson found 
near highway 


All previous negotiating ' 
sessions broke off without 
agreement. 


African leaders discuss food shortage 


Frpnrh Berlusconi questioned in Di Pietro affair 


KAMPALA (R) — Six Afri- 
can leaders met in Uganda's 
capital Kampala Tuesday to 
work out a plan to feed the 
millions of hungry people in 
the world's poorest conti- 
nent. 

. It will be a tall order. 
Wars, political instability and 
poor weather have wrecked 
ert^js across liAfrica . accord- 
ing- to reports; ipresented to- 
the. delegates. 

tJp to 200 .million of Afri- 
ca’s 700 million people are 
faced with starvation, confer- 
ence documents said. Be- 
tween 60 and 70 per cent of 
the population in sub- 
Saharan Africa is mal- 
nourished. 

The presidents of Mozam- 
bique, Botswana, Malawi, 
Zimbabwe, Rwanda and 
Uganda met behind closed 
doors with delegations from 
at least six other countries to 
examine proposals on how to 
ensure Africa's poor at least 
have enough to eat. 

African scientists met at 
the weekend to work out a 


strategy on the problem to 

? resent to the heads of state. 

hey are expected to agree 
Tuesday on a strategy on 
food security and improving 
nutrition for the next 10 
years, organisers said. 

In January this year, the 
U.N. Food and Agriculture 
Organisation (FAO) said in a 
report that although > food 
supplies- in Africa had im- - 
proved, many areas devas- 
tated by drought and war still’ 
relied on foreiszn handouts. 

FAO said 28 Africam 
countries will require food 
aid of up to.2.3 million tonnes 
in 1995 — 20 per cent below 
last year's total thanks to 
improved harvests. 

But the situation in Burun- 
di and Rwanda, torn by 
ethnic violence and insecur- 
ity, remains critical. 

■ Dry weather delayed plant- 
ings in Botswana, Lesotho, 
Namibia, Swaziland, Zambia 
and Zimbabwe and western 
parts of South Africa's grain- 
growing belt, the FAO 
added. 


In west Africa, war and 
civil unrest have disrupted 
agricultural production in 
Liberia and Sierra Leone and 
the two countries will have to 
rely on foreign assistance for 
their needs, the report said. 

Ugandan President Yoweri 
Museveni Monday linked the 
continent's instability to a. 

1 chronic '-food shortage andj 
J urged hii':'cdlleagues to’bpen ' 
up to political challenge apd' 
create a favourable environ- 
ment for economic develop- 
ment. 


party’s 
secret cash 


: is legal’ 


In a reminder of the conti- 
nent’s political woes, the 
meeting opened without 
leading African statesman, 
former Nigerian President 
Olusegun Obasanjo. who had 
been invited but is under 
arrest at home. 

Zambian President. 
Frederick Chiluba stayed 
away ostensibly because his 
predecessor and political 
opponent Kenneth Kaunda 
had been invited to the meet- 
ing. diplomats said. 


Taiwan, China fire practice missiles 


TAIPEI (AFP) — Taiwan 
and China staged rival milit- 
ary exercises in the East Chi- 
na Sea Tuesday, but Taipei 
called for a ceasefire in verbal, 
sparring and a resumption of 
cross-strait talks. 

The Taiwanese Navv be- 
gan firing artillery shells 
some 20 nautical miles off the 
northeastern coastal village 
of Suao in what Central Daily 
News reported. 

The Taiwanese drill is 
scheduled to end Friday, the 
same day as China's week- 
long exercises with surface 
missiles nearby. 

But military officials here 
asserted the drill had nothing 
to do with China's exercises, 
while the ruling Kuomintang 
(KMT) party called on China 
to resume cross-strait talks 
and stop its daily verbal 
attacks on Taiwanese Presi- 
dent Lee Teng-Hui. 

A military source, speak- 
ing on condition of anonym- 
ity. said Taiwan's man- 
oeuvres are a routine exercise 
■ and have nothing to do with 
China's ongoing missile drill 
near Taiwan's Pengriayu Is- 
land. 


The source, however, de- 
clined to give the number and 
type of the ships and weapons 
used, and the Defence Minis- 
try -and the navy headquar- 
ters were reluctant to confirm 
the reports. 

On Tuesday Mr. Lee de- 
fended his moves to seek 
international recognition of 
Taiwan saying the island 
“cannot survive’’ otherwise. 

He added th at as head of 
state, “even though I am 
criticised and smeared by 
orhers. I must still maintain a 
strong faith. If the state lead- 
er does not have faith, how 
can he lead others...?" 

Taiwan now maintains offi- 


cial ties with only 30 nations, 
mostly Latin American and 
small Pacific island nations. 

KMT spokesman Hanson 
Chien urged China to halt its 
daily attack on Mr. Lee, 
saying charges in the official 
Communist press that the 
president sought Taiwanese 
independence were untrue. 

"The Chinese Communists 
should realise the facts of the 
split and separate rules by 
different governments of the 
two sides of the Taiwan 
Strait, and reopen the nego- 
tiation channel in order to 
maintain friendly cross- 
interactions." Mr. Chien 
said. 

Government spokesman 
Jason Hu also told the Cen- 
tral News Agency, “the 
promotion of pragmatic di- 
plomacy by the government 
is not equivalent to promot- 
ing Taiwan’s independence. 

“It helps the continued sur- 
vival of the country and will 
benefit future reunification' of 
the two sides of the Taiwan 
Strait," he added. 

On Monday and Sunday 
China said Mr. Lee's “pri- 
vate" overseas trips between 
February 1994 and June 1995 
were actually moves to win 
international recognition for 
an independent Taiwan. 

Beijing has viewed Taiwan 
as a renegade province since 
the KMT fled there after 
their defeat on the mainland 
at the end of the 1949 
Chinese Civil War. while the 
KMT in Taipei still consider 
themselves the legitimate 
government of all China.* 

Mr. Lee's U.S. trip in June 
especially irked Beijing, 
which retaliated by suspend- 
ing high-fevel. semi-official 
talks with Taiwan and then 
announced it would be con- 
ducting its missile drill just 
north of the island. 


Local publications specu- 
lated that the criticism from 
Beijing would continue until 
the parliament elections at 
the end of this year and the 
presidential polls in March 
next year. 

China fired two more mis- 
siles into the sea 150 
kilometres off Taiwan's 
northern shore Monday, 
bringing to six the number of 
missiles fired since it started 
its exercises Friday, reports 
said. 

The Defence Ministry here 
did not immediately confirm 
the reports, but the mass- 
circulation United Daily 
News and the China Times, 
quoting unnamed military 
sources, said medium-range 
Dong Feng-21 ballistic mis- 
siles were fired early Mon- 
day. 

China's missile tests near 
Taiwan are not “promoting 
stability in the straits." a 
ranking U.S. ‘official said 
Monday. 

Winston Lord, assistant 
secretary of state for East 
Asia and Pacific Affairs, said 
the United States had made 
its concerns known to China, 
but refused to speculate on 
China's possible motives in 
conducting the tests. 

He said Chinese author- 
ities have told the United 
States "these are normal 
military exercises that always 
take place.” 

Mr. Lord, addressing a 
gathering of foreign journal- 
ists. was asked about earlier 
comments suggesting that 
Taiwan" did not seek to be- 
come a free country nor offi- 
cials relations in Taiwan. 

“They (Taiwanese govern- 
ment officials) clarified. ..that 
they would like official rela- 
tions.” Mr. Lord said. “That, 
of course, is not going to 
happen." 


PARIS (R) France's | 
government-coalition Repub- 
lican Party confirmed Tues- 
day that a judge investigating 
altegwf • political, ;corruption 
had found milfiOh francs 
($5t)0;0D0T in" cash, in a- safe 
when he searched its' head- 
quarters. 

It said the money came 
from secret funds from the 
prime minister's office and 
denied it had been used to 
fund the recent presidential 
election campaign. 

Party Treasurer Jean- 
Pierre Thomas) said in a state- 
ment that the money, in 500- . 
franc notes, was- entirely leg- 
al, He denied published re- 
ports that he had told the 
judge it was left over from 
the April-May presidential 
campaign. 

But his brief statement did 
not explain how the party 
came to have the cash in its 
coffers or what its real pur- 
pose was. 

Judge Eric Halphen disco- 
vered the money last Thurs- 
day in a safe when he raided 
the centre-rigW; party's 
offices looking tor clues to 
alleged kick-backs from pub- 
lic works contractors in the 
Paris region. 

Mr. Thomas said in a state- 
ment: “The Republican Party 
wishes to point out that the 
money in question came from 
secret funds' at the disposal 
of Matignon (the prime 
minister's office) in accord- 
ance with the law. These 
sums were in no way related 
to any presidential cam- 
paign." 


MILAN (R) — Prosecutors 
questioned former Prime 
Minister Silvio B.erlusconi 
Tuesday in a probe of corrup- 
tion allegations against ex- 
magistrate Antonio Di Piet- 
ro, a folk hero in Italy for his 
exposure of graft. 

Judicial sources said Mr. 
Berlusconi was questioned as 
a witness at a police station at 
Chiari, near the . northern . 
town of Brescia where the • 
investigation into Judge* Di . 
Pietro is based. ■»"« * 

During his stormy seven 
months in office last year, 
Mr. Berlusconi dashed repe- 
atedly with Milan's pool of 
“clean hands” magistrates to 


which Judge Di Pietro be- 
longed, accusing its members 
of using their'powers to try to 
ruin him politically. 

The media magnate hinted 
in a television programme, 
“Tempo Reale", in April 
that Judge Di Pietro had dis- 
agreed with a pool decision 
last November to investigate' 
him for alleged complidty in 
corruption in bis Fininvest 
^business empire. 

... A committal hearing in 
September will decide 
whether Mr. Berlusconi 
should stand trial. 

Judge Di. Pietro, in an iro- 
nic change of roles, has been 
forced to defend himself from 


allegations of abuse of pow- 
ers and that he used his posi- 
tion to secure a loan and help 
a friend, Eleuterio Rea, win a 
job as head of Milan's traffic 
police. 

The head of the Di Pietro 
inquiry, Bresda prosecutor 
Fabio Salamone, was quoted 
by La Stampa newspaper as 
saying. 

Tra interested in Mr. Ber- 
lusconi because of the public 
differences he had with' the 1 
pool and because of what he 
said on Tempo Reale about 
the investigation into. him. 
Other than that, I really don’t 
see anything against him" m 
the case. 


CLEVELAND (R) _— A- 
bronze bust of O J. Simpson . • 
stolen from the Pro Football-: 
Hall of Fame in Canton, 
Ohio, will be returned Tues? - 
day. officials said. The life-- 
sized bust was stolen Sunday t _ 
apparently by a Hall of Fame • 
visitor, and was recovered • 
Monday by two highway., 
maintenance workes at the 
bottom of a highway 
embankment. Ohio Depart- 
ment of Transportation 
worker Rodney Rosado, 
quoting himself on local tele- 
vision news, said he told co- 
worker Mark Freedman. 
"Oh my gosh, you found . 
Oil.’" Canton police officers 
drove to Cleveland to pick up 
the bust and will return it to 
the Hall of Fame Tuesday, ■ 
Canton police detective 
Richard Baughman said. The 
bronze bust did not yield any 
fingerprints, and did not • 
appear.to be damaged," Mr. 
Baughman said. Canton 
police have circulated a-com- 
posite drawing of a suspect, 
described as a white male 
with blonde’ spiked hair. He 


apparently carried the trophy 
through an emergency exit. 


Stalin aide ‘founded’ poison death lab 


MOSCOW (R) — Lavrehty 
Beria. feared security chief of 
dictator Josef Stalin, tested 
deadly poisons on human 
guinea pigs for use in Soviet 
assassination operations 
abroad, a Russian newspaper 
disclosed Tuesday. 

The experiments were car- 
ried out by white-coated 
“doctors" on selected con- 
victs already awaiting execu- 
tion for crimes, the Kremlin 
newspaper Rossiiskiye Vesti 
said. 

"A quick death was a good 
result, a slow one was bad.” 
the newspaper said quoting 
Vladimir Bobrenev, a former 
aide to the then chief military 
procurator, in an interview. 

Beria. who headed the 
NKVD secret police — one 
of the precursors of rhe 
Soviet KGB — during the 
blackest years of Stalin’s 
harsh rule, is said by Western 
and Russian historians lo 
have been responsible for the 
deaths of millions of people. 

He was executed himself in 
1953 after losing a power 


struggle following Stalin's 


death in March of that year v 
Mr. Bobrenev said Beria 


Mr. Bobrenev said Beria 
found a leading toxicologist 
called Veselovsky to conduct 
the experiments at a secret 
Moscow laboratory which 
also turned out poison-tipped 
pens and walking sticks. 

"The professor agreed. 
But he could nor have re- 
fused in any case — he would 
have paid for refusal with his 
life.” Mr. Bobrenev said. 


S udden attack of breathless- 
ess and strong heart or 
luscular pains. 

Mr. Bobrenev said Vese- 
lovsky and his assistants 
worked closely with the 
Soviet Foreign Intelligence 
Service, which was then en- 
gaged in plotting political 
“hits” against perceived ene- 
mies abroad, notably fugitive 
revolutionary Leon Trotsky. 


through an emergency exit, 
police said. Simpson, on trial 
for double-murder in Los 
Angeles, was inducted into - 
The Hall of Faifte in 1985 after, . 
a stellar career as a running 
back with the, Buffalo Bills.' ’ 
Simpson’s jersey, helmet, 
shoes and other memorabilia . 
were still on display behind 
glass. ‘ : 


Chinese dentist 
builds tower of 
human teeth 


He said the selected vic- 


tims from prison were sum- 
moned one bv one inio rhr 


honed one by one into the 
laboratory as if for -a casual 
medical check-up. "The 'doc- 
tor' in snow-white overalls 
would sympathetically ask 
the ‘patient’ how he felt, 
would take blood and urine' 
samples, advise him on his 
health. 


He referred specifically to 
a high foreign intelligence 
official called Eitingon who 
“brought the ‘patients' to the 
professor and watched rhe 
experiments to the end." 

He said Veselovsky himself 
was arrested in 1951 as a 
Japanese spy. his laboratory 
was closed and all documents 
relating to the experiments 
destroyed. 


“They would casually sug- 
gest that he took some medi- 
cine or an injection — for 
removing stress or muscular 
atrophy." he said. Death fol- 
lowed in a few minutes after a 


He was released in the 
early 1960s and suddenly died 
after his release. The news- 
paper added that the building 
which housed the laboratory 
"was recently given a face-lift 
and looks quite modern." 


Great Indian rope trick performed after 600 years 


NEW DELHI (R) — A jost- 
ling crowd pressed forward 
expectantly as a dark, 
bearded man clad in black 
silk and a bone necklace and 
flanked by blazing logs stuf- 
fed a thick rope into a basket 
to the rhythm of beating 
drums. 

The great Indian rope 
rrick. last executed success- 
fully in the 14th century 
according to the organisers, 
was about to be performed 

again. 

As the restless audience 
swatted at insects under the 
muggy .monsoon night sky. 
24-yea'r-old Ishamuddin 
stroked the 10-ft (three- 
metre) long rope and com- 
manded it ,10 rise. 

His apprentices muttered 
unintelligible chants, the 
drum beats quickened. The 
rope swayed, writhed up- 
wards, and stood six feet ( 1 .8 
metres) in the air. bending 
over at the top. 

Ishamuddin placed hh 
seven-year-old brother on the 
vertical portion. The small 
boy clambered up to the top, 
balanced himself for a few 


seconds and slid back down. 

As the crowd clapped hesi- 
tantly. Ishamuddin relaxed 
and the rope slithered back 
into the basket. 

“Fantastic," breathed a 
well-dressed middle-aged 
woman. 

Ishamuddin was more pro- 
saic. "There is nothing such 
as magic." he said. "It's a 
straightforward, simple trick. 
The rope gets spoilt by 
rainwater. It would have 
been much better if it hadn't 
rained.” 

As sceptics examined the 
muddy earth and the inert 
rope, some spectators said 
they were disappointed. 

“The rope wasn’t long 
enough,” said a 27-year-old 
woman airline sales execu- 
tive. "The great Indian rope 
trick should have the rope 
disappearing in the sky.” 
Others were sceptical. "I 
saw the guy behind him pull- 
ing at something as the rope 
rose,” a 20-year-old British 
tourist said. “There must 
have been an underground 
tunnel or something. You 
could sec him moving his 


hands.” 

"The rope was too thick.” 
an Indian journalist com- 
plained. “It could have moto- 
rised or magnetised." 

Ishamuddin said he de- 
cided to do the rope trick 
after he found the British 
Magic Circle had offered 
£25.000 ($40,000) and an 
American Association of 
Magicians $10,000 to anyone 
who could successfully per- 
form the ancient feat. 


tion. but I have learnt to do it 
myself.” 


"Necessity is the mother of 
invention and I needed the 
money to better my family’s 
condition.” said Ishamuddin. 
who comes' from a family of 
magicians. “1 want my many 
brothers and sisters to be able 
to studv." 


The show, held mainlv for 
journalists in the week of the 
new moon on the lawns sur- 
rounding the 800-year-old 
Qutub Minar Monument 
was organised by Sarathi. a 
non -government organisation 
that helps performers of tra- 
ditional Indian arts. 

Ishamuddin said he was 
happy to be the first to per- 
form the trick in 600 years. 

But I am not quite satisfied 

7 !* have been better 

If ** had rained.” he 
added. 


BEIJING (AFP ) — A dentist '. 
in northeast China has built a 
2.5-metre (eight-foot) tower- - 
composed entirely of dis- - ‘ 
eased -teeth, in a graphic' 
attempt to raise awareness ’ 1 
about dental hygiene. With 
the help of six students, Yu " 
Qian. 52. collected 28.000 ' 
diseased teeth of five diffe- 
rent types and had them ster- 
ilised before embarking on 
his maebare project, the-’’ 
Xinhua News Agency said. 

He started building the tower 
• n I W. experimenting with' - ’ 
various kinds of adhesive un- 5 *- ' 
til finally reaching his target 1 • 
height. Xinhua said, adding, 
that Yu's achievement- had 
won "praise from both pa-' 1 
bents and medical experts." 
™ Shanghai Book of World 
Records recently confirmed^ 
that the tower was the first of * 
,ts type and has recom- 
mended that it be listed as a.-* 
world record. Dr. Yu, who'-' 
comes from a long line of- ■ 
dentists, reckons he has-*> 
helped more than 100.000 pa- 
hems since he started his-*' 
eareer 32 years ago. 


'Nelson was 
happier more 
balanced after 
arm loss’ 


I < AFP > - Bri- 

ffiw *f. e , arest n aval hero. 


Legend has it that the rope 
trick was performed centuries 
ago by magicians who lit bon- 
fires, added hashish and 
opium to the flames, and 
created illusions of a vertical 


Magicians say there are 
hree variations on the rope 
rick — basket to rope as 
Ishamuddin performed^ it 

km With0ulabas -' 

rhi'J 3 n,y ropc ‘ in which' 

he ^£™ crdMsno ' <°J! 


rope. 

Ishamuddin said he first 
heard about the rope trick 
from his grandfather. “Some 
books say it is a hallucina- 
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Chechenya peace talks suspended 

Russian soldier killed in 
fierce central Grozny fighting 


Chechen people shake their fists and shout slogans demanding in Chechenya emerged from “very productive” talks claiming 
the independence of Chechenya during * a rally in Grozny, they were on the verge of signing a political accord (AFP photo) 
Negotiators attempting to resolve the seven-month-old conflict ‘ 

I 

Kashmir kidnappers may have shifted hostages 


SRINAGAR, Indiq (AFP) 
— Snow and- rain may have 
■ forced Muslim rebels holding 

S e Western tourists to aban- 
n the upper reaches of the 
Himalayas and search oper- 
tions have began in southern 
Kashmir, police said Tues- 
day. 

•A police officer in the 
mountain resort of Pahal- 
gam, where the two Britons, 
an American, a German and 
a Norwegian were kidnapped 
this month, told AFP that 
Indian troops had extended* 


- ‘U - 


their search to the southern 
portion of the state. 

“A search team came to 
know from local residents 
that they (the kidnappers and 
the five hostages) were spot- 
ted a few days ago above the 
village of Tral," sub- 
inspector Bashir Ahmad said. 

Tral is some 60 kilometres 
(37 miles) south of the Kash- 
mir summer capital Srinagar 
while Pahalgam is situated 
100 kilometres (62 miles) east 
of Srinagar in the rugged 
Kashmir Himalayas. 


Sub-inspector Ahmad said 
the authorities possessed 
further “clues" about the 
whereabouts of the kidnap- 
pers "but for the sake of our 
future strategy I cannot share 
them with you.” 

"We hope to have positive 
results in a -few days," he 
said. 

* 

Mr. Ahmad - and other 
poice officers said the kid- 
nappers, members of the 
Muslim separatist group Al 
Faran, may have moved the 





Indian troops patrol the 'deserted town of 
Pahalgam where Kashmiri Muslim militants 
abducted five Western tourists*, over three 
weeks ago. The separatists have threatened to 


kill the captive If the Indian authorities do not 
release 21 top Muslim separatists from prison 
(AFP photo) 


hostages after fresh snowfall, 
heavy rain and a steep drop 
in temperature in the moun- 
tains of Pahalgam. 

Until now, troops had con- 
centrated their search for the 
five tourists to’ the Pahalgam 
area.- A photograph of the 
captives released by the mili- 
tants nearly two weeks ago 
showed the hostages against a 
backdrop of snow-capped 
peaks. 

Britons Paul Wells and 
Keith Mangan and American 
Donald Hutchings were kid- 
napped while trekking near 
Pahalgam on July 4. German 
Dirk.Hasert and Norwegian 
Hans Ostro were abducted in 
separate incidents four days 
later. 

The Indian government 
Monday ruled out releasing, 
imprisoned Muslim militants 
to win the freedom of the five 
tourists. 

"There is no question of 
releasing any militant (in ex- 
change for the abducted tour- 
ists)," Home Secretary K. 
PadmanabhaiaH said in the 
jj^.wlndian governments first 
categoric- rejection- of a* - 
militant-fbr-tourist SWap.t ’ ' 
Speaking in New Delhi! 
the home sfctfrerary also said a 
claim by Al Faran that two 
hostages had been injured in 
a gun battle with Indian 
troops last week was a fab- 
rication. 


Rao: Congress must preach reforms to win polls 


SURAJKUND. India (R) - 
Indian Prime Minister P..Y. , 
Narasimha Rao kicked off 
major brainstorming mefcting 
of his Congress Party Tues- 
day urging senior leaders to 
dispel popular fears that his 
economic reforms were anti- 
poor. , 

Mr. Rao said at the start of 
a six-day .meeting of party 
leaders and workers that 
while most opposition parties 
had endorsed his economic 
liberalisation programme, 
many Congress members had 
failed to accept or even 
understand its worth. 

"If you are not convinced 
about our economic policy 
it's useless .to expect you to 
dispel the confusion in the 
voters' minds," he told more 
than 10.000 supportes at 
Surajkund. site of an ancient 
pond near -Delhi dedicated to 
the Hindu sun god. 

The meeting, called^ "the 
trainers - training camp." was 


the first in a series of nation- 
wide conclaves Mr. Rao 
proposes to hold by Decem- 
ber. 

Elections are due in June 
but Mr. Rao says they may be 
brought forward by two or 
three months to avoid’ the 
searing summer heat. 

"Elections are not very far 
off. Are we ready for them?" 
he asked. 

The ruling party's stress on 
economic Te forms was a ma- 
jor contrast to the main 
opposition Hindu nationalist 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
which last week announced a 
campaign targeting the gov- 
ernment’s "soft" policy on 
-Kashmir and its' alleged 
appeasement of Indian Mus- 
lims. 

India's third major conten- 
der for power next year is an 
alliance of leftists and low- 
caste Hindu groups -who hope 
to seek mileage from their 
campaign for greater econo- 


mic and political benefits for 
the poor. 

Mr. Rao said that in order 
for Congress to exploit its 
pioneering role in reforms, it 
would have to overcome the ■ 
inability of its workers to 
understand what they stood 
for. 

"What does it mean to you 
if we say the Congress stands 
. for a balanced fiscal - budget 
by cutting down on wasteful 
expenditure?" he asked. 

"What is fiscal balance? 
What do we mean when we 
say our rate of savings has 
stagnated? Why do we use 
difficult words?" he went on. 

Many of Mr. Rao's critics 
within the Congress have 
warned him against excessive 
reliance on reforms, urging 
him instead tq frame more 
populist policies to woo vo- 
ters. 

Mr. Rao said the reforms 
were intended to alleviate 
poverty. 


"This vital message is get- 
ting lost, partly by our own 
inadequacies and partly by a 
misleading opposition’ cam- 
paign. 

"By inviting private invest- 
ments in money-buzzling sec- 
tors like power and oil pro- 
duction we are going to be 
able to save vast amounts of 
money to divert them into 
housing and other social sec- 
tors." he said. 

"Of the 900 million people. 
60 to 70 million are at the top 
of the economic pyramid. 
But there are between 200 to 
300 million burgeoning mid- 
dle classes who have under- 
stood the reforms. Today 
they have a definite stake in 
the reforms. 

"Your task is to convince 
the crucial 600 to 550 million 
at the bottom of the ladder 
that our policies aim to im- 
prove their living condi- 
tions.” Mr. Rao told the 
meeting. 


Lf.S. lawmaker: Tobacco study targetted 3rd graders 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Tobacco giant Philip Morris 
Tracked Virginia third- 
graders as potential future 
customers and gave electric, 
shocks to college students to 
see if the resulting anxiety 
would make them smoke 
more, a congressman 
charges. ■ 

Research documents also 
show the -world's • largest 
tobacco company found hun- 
gry smokers crave nicotine 
more than food, and consi- 
dered the chemical addictive 
a decade before the Surgeon 
General did. Rep. Henry 
Waxman, a Democrat from 
California, said. 

Mr. Wax man, who unco- 
vered the records during a 
congressional investigation, 
submitted the documents for 
publication Tuesday in the 
congressional record. He 
read aloud portions of the 
dozens of records on the 
House floor. 

* "These, documents make it 
crystal clear that, we need 
regulation of tobacco to pro- 
tect our children from be- 
coming .addicted jo a life- 
threatening' drug.” said Mr. 
'Waxman. ranking Democrat 


■ on the Health Subcommittee 
of the House Commerce 
Committee. "I hope they will 
dissuade members of this 
body (Congress) from any 
legislative effort to block that- 
regulation." 

The Food and Drug Admi- 
nistration (FAA) and the 
White House are discussing 
ways to curb childhood smok- 
ing.‘ including banning 
cigarette vending machines 
and advertising attractive to 
children. Tobacco-state law- 
makers are mobilising to 
block such regulation, but did 
not immediately react to 
Waxman's statements. 

Philip Morris officials re- 
fused to discuss Waxman's 
charges, saying rhey hadn't 
seen the documents. But. 
"Philip Morris his- always 
said that it studied why peo- 
ple smoke." the company 
said in a statement. "Nico- 
tine: which is an important 
component of the taste and 
flavour of cigarettes, is be- 
lieved to be one of many 
reasons.’" 

According to> documents 
Mr. Waxman cited: 

— Philip Morris scientists 


began a study on hyperactive 
children as “prospective 
smokers" by tracking third- 
graders in Chesterfield Coun- 
try. Virginia, in 1974. The 
goal was -to see if they later 
smoked as teenagers as a way 
to calm down without pre- 
scription medication. 

Researchers wrote that 
they hoped ultimately to 
track 60.000 elementary 
school children, and in 1977 
enlisted pediatricians who 
treated hyperactive children. 
Company scientists wrote 
that, "it would be good to 
■tow that smoking is an 
■Wantage to at least one 
. subgroup of the' population." 
Mr. Waxman read. 

The study ended in 1978 
when school officials de- 
clared access to students' 
school and medical records 
violated. Uieir privacy, the 
company records said. 

— A series of studies titled 
“shock 1-V” administered 
electric shocks to college stu- 
dents. beginning in 1969. to 
see if student smoking in- 
creased under stressful condi- 
tions. The study ended in 
1972 because "fear of shock 


is scaring away some of our 
more valuable subjects." re- 
searchers wrote. 

— In J977. the company 
wrote that it had reached an 
agreement with a university 
hospital to inject nicotine 
into people to measure their 
reactions, particularly brain 
waves. It was unclear 
whether those studies actual- 
ly took place. 

— In 1976. college students 
were given low-nocorine 
cigarettes to see whether they 
smoked differently, by inhal- 
ing more deeply and holding 
the smoke longer, to com- 
pensate for the lack of nico- 
tine. 

Philip Morris chief William 
Campbell testified before 
congress last year that tobac- 
co is not addictive. 

But Mr. Waxman said the 
documents prove' the com- 
pany knew that nicotine is 
addictive a decade before the 
Surgeon General made that 
declaration. He read u 1969 
company report for Philip 
Morris' board of directed 
that concluded smokers need 
the "pharmacological effect" 
of tobacco. i 


GROZNY. Russia (Agen- 
cies) — Fierce fighting broke 
out in the centre of the 
Chechen capital Tuesday, mi- 
nutes after the suspension of 
peace talks, leaving at least 
one Russian soldier dead. 

Gunmen posted in at least 
three places opened up auto- 
matic weapons fire against a 
Russian position near the 
presidential palace, trigger- 
ing a barrage of Russian 
automatic ana artillery fire. 

Earlier in the day, Russian 
and Chechen negotiators sus- 
pended peace talks for three 
days to hold' separate con- 
sultations, but the top Ru* 
sian delegate said a military 
accord was due to be signed 
at the weekend. 

Khozhakhmed Yerikha- 
nov. deputy, head of the 
Chechen separatist delega- 
tion, said the break was 
agreed' because the Chechens 
were given a final version of 
the military accord drawn up 
by the Russians and "there 
are some questions which 
were not previously addres- 
sed." 

ITAR-TASS had reported 
that two Russian soldiers also 
were killed in overnight 
attacks by Chechen separat- 
ists in Grozny. 

Chechen military comman- 
der Aslan Maskhadov 
blamed the attacks on “iso- 
lated fighters" and said his 
forces were “ready to join 


Russian troops in neutralising 
the lone fighters." 

Peace talks have run since 
the end of June to halt the 
war in which between 15,000 
and 30,000 people have died, 
according to various esti- 
mates. Russian troops 
stormed into Chechenya on 
Dec. 11 to quell a three-year 
secessionist movement. 

The suspension of peace 
talks followed Chechen lead- 
er Dzhokhar Dudayev's cri- 
ticism of the negotiators as 
"hair-splitters" who had not 
accomplished anything in five 
weeks of talks. 

Mr. .Dudayev’s televised 
remarks Saturday night 
soured the atmosphere, at the 
talks, with each side accusing 
the other of stalling an agree- 
ment at the- negotiations in 
Grozny. 

The talks will resume 
Saturday after the sides con- 
sult with their respective 
leaders, the ITAR-TASS 
news agency reported. 

Russian delegation chief 
Vyacheslav Mikhailov said 
Russian and Chechen experts 
will continue working on 
draft documents during the 
break. 

“The talks will continue. 
There is a certitude that we 
will make real progress and 
achieve the final agreement,” 
Mr. Mikhailov told ITAR- 
TASS before departing for 
Moscow. 

President Boris Yeltsin, 


meanwhile, discussed the 
talks during Tuesday’s meet- 
ing with Prime Minister Vik- 
tor Chernomyrdin. The two 
met at a health complex near 
Moscow where Mr. Yeltsin is 
recuperating from what aides 
said was heart trouble. ' 

Sergei Filatov, Mr. Yelt- 
sin's chief of staff, iold the 
Interfax News Agency that 
the halt in the negotiations 
was not expected to lead to 
an upsurge in fighting. 

After initial progress at 
negotiations on military and 
other issues, the sides stalled 
for weeks over the question 
of Chechenya’s future politic- 
al status.. 

The Chechen separatists, 
who declared- independence 
in 199], want that independ- 
ence recognised by Moscow. 
The Kremlin insists the re- 
public remain part of Russia, 
bur is reportedly willing to 
allow Chechenya ro call itself 
independent and suggests the 
question wait until after elec- 
tions in the fail. - 

Mr. Mikhailov insisted 
Monday that the debate was 
not over Chechenya's overall 
status but the details of its 
role within Russia. 

In the Hague, a foreign 
advisor to the Chechens said 
Tuesday Mr. Dudayev re- 
mains hopeful about peace 
talks with Russia, but will 
carry on his fight in Russia 
proper If' that is what is 


needed to secure independ- 
ence. 

International lawyer 
Michael Van Walt, who 
heads the Hague-based Un- 
represented Nations and Peo- 
ple Organisation (UNPO). 
met Mr. Dudayev in his 
Chechen mountain hide-out 
last week. 

He quoted Mr. Dudayev as 
saying that the Chechens are 
prepared to fight — this time 
in Russia — if peace talks 
fail. ■ 

"What he said is that if 
there is going to be more 
fighting, which he doesn't 
want, then he doesn't want 
more destruction in 
Chechenytf and it's -going to 
have to be on Russian soil. 

"That means, I suppose, 
guerrilla attack tactics in 
cities or in Russian centres 
and installations." Mr. Van 
Walt told Reuters in an inter- 
view. 

In June, a breakaway 
Chechen group attacked 
Budennovsk m southern Rus- 
sia seizing hundreds of hos- 
tages. The captives were re- 
leased after five days when 
Russian Prime Minister Vik- 
tor Chernomyrdin brokered a 
deal with the rebels. Mr. 
Dudayev then condemned 
the assault, in which 121 peo- 1 
pie were killed. 

"He (Dudayev) is saying: 
‘Look our position is fairly 
tough. We are prepared to. 
fight’." Mr. Van Walt said. 


Pakistan floods claim 50 more lives 


ISLAMABAD (AFP) — 
Some 50 people were re-* 
ported dead Tuesday as mon- 
soon floods continued to rav- 
age many parts of Pakistan, 
officials and rescue workers* 
said. 

Reports said 46 people 
were killed in the North West’ 
Frontier Province (NWFP) as 
mud-and-stone houses col- 
lapsed under torrential rains 
and; gushing hiU. torrents 
! Ipsh ed ;re/n'oTe._yU lages.. . J ." r ..J 
J Mingroa.dty in.the Dortjb. 
was flooded by the swollen " 
Swat River, destroying or 


damaging hundreds of houses 
and shops, focal officials said, 
adding that a main bridge in 
the area had also collapsed. 

Four deaths in a house 
collapse were also reported, 
from Pakistan-administered 
Kashmir. 

In southern Slfkdh pro- 
vince, 20 bodies were reco- 
vered from the flood waters 
Tuesday, following wide- 
spread devastation at the. 
weekend : when about.. 30ft- 
people were feared dead as 
hundreds "of villages were 
washed away. 


Press reports said at least 
23 people died in house col- 
lapses Monday in Larkana. 
home district of Prime Minis- 
ter Benazir Bhutto. 

A rain-free day in Sindh 
Tuesday gave a boost to relief 
and rescue operations 'by 
troops and volunteers, offi- 
cials said. 

More than 700 people were 
evacuated during the day 
from the submerged rural 
township -of Johi in - Sindh. 
Thousands of acres of farm- 
land has reportedly been de- 
vastated and thousands of 


cattle have perished in the 
province. 

Helicopters continued fer- 
rying food supplies to tens of 
thousands marooned* in 
Sindh's flood-hit areas. More 
troops have been • deployed 
and army boats are operating 
round the clock to save the 
trapped people. 

Army was also called out in 
nearby Rawalpindi after the 
River Leh . spilled over its-' 
banks Monday, flooding' 
several residential 'areas in 
the city, witnesses said. 


Gonzalez mulls resignation as Spanish leader 


MADRID (AFP) — Spanish 
Prime Minister Felipe Gon- 
zalez has announced he may 
not stand for the top job at 
the next elections, expected 
in early 1996. 

Mr. Gonzalez, who has led 
Spain since 1982, told union 
leaders: “From time to time 
it is necessary to change the 
electoral lists.” . 

He had already raised the 
question of his successor 
within the Socialist Party 
(PSOE) at the beginning of 
July. 

And oveT the last few 
weeks he has told his closed 
colleagues he would not run 
again, according to the gener- 
ally well informed daily news- 
paper El Pais. 

Mr. Gonzalez's meeting 
with union leaders came amid 
growing political 'tensions af- 
ter a string of scandals. 

Reaction from party col- 


leagues was mixed Tuesday. 

Txiki Benegas,. one of the 
PSOE's senior figures, de- 
clared: "Felipe is our, best 
man,” and should stand. 

But former Foreign Minis- 
ter Fernando Moran said: 
"After the latest events, he 
can no longer stand.” . 

Joaquin .Leguina, former 
Madrid leader, said: "I am 
sure that personally, he does 
not much want to stay in 
power." 

Party secretary Cipria Cis- 
car confirmed that the PSOE 
would decide on a successor 

— or not, as the case may be 

— in September, at an ex- 
traordinary meeting of the 
special committee. The main 
aim would be to avoid a split 
at the heart of the -party. 

The party’s parliamentary 
spokesman Joaquin Almu- 
nia: "It is not sure rhat we 


■will have the same candi- 
date," at the next elections. 

He cited two leading candi- 
dates to succeed the four- 
time general election winner 
(1982, 1986. 1989 and 19 92): 
Foreign Minister Javier Sola- 
na. the only minister to have 
been in all Socialist cabinets 
since^ 1982. and Industry 
Minister Jose Borreil. 

Political analysts said Mr. 
Solan a. the premier's most 
loyal ally, would leave Mr. 
Gonzalez with the real power 
— in the form of the post of 
general party secretary. Mr. 
Borreil however, is seen as 
more independent. 

The debate has taken on a 
new dimension since allega- 
tions Thursday from former 
Basque Socialist leader 
Ricardo Dam bore ne a. -He ac- 
cused Mr. Gonzalez of creat- 
ing GAL death squads. Set 


up to combat militant Basque 
separatists, its members 
stand accused of at least 24 
murders. 

His allegations came as a 
political bombshell in Spain 
and provoked a fierce denial 
from the prime minister be- 
fore the Spanish parliament. 

At the end of June. Mr. 
Gonzalez had to drop his 
deputy prime minister, Nar- 
cis Serra, and his defence 
minister, Julian Garcia Var- 
gas, both of whom were im- 
plicated in an illegal phone- 
tapping scandal. 

And since mid-July he has 
no longer been able to count 
on the unconditional support 
of the Catalan Party. Con- 
vergence I Unio. The CiU 
distanced itself' from the / 
Socialists “so as not to go 
down with the ship.” as one 
Catalan leader put it. 


Cambodian troops, rebels battle along Thai border 


AR ANY APRATHET. Thai- 
land (Agencies) — Heavy 
fighting resumed Tuesday be- 
tween Cambodian troops and - 
Khmer Rouge guerrillas as 
rebel positions in northwest 
Cambodia came under heavy 
artillery attack, a Thai official 
said. 

"It was a dose fight, in- 
volving light and Heavy 
arms." he said. 

The Cambodian troops 
also pounded rebel positions 
around Klar Ngap with mor- 
rars and 152mm -artillery 
pieces from nearby bases on 
Route 5. whch links the bor- 
der town of Poipet with Cam- 
bodia's second the Thai bor- 
der. 

Several shells landed in 
Thailand during the fighting, 
injuring one woman, promp- 
ting the Thai military ro re- 
turn fire with three mortar 
rounds at a Cambodian gov- 
ernment artillery base. 

Meanwhile, rampant cor- 
ruption in the Cambodian 
army has left government 
troops demoralised and with- 
out pay. a Cambodian milit- 
ary source in Poipet said. 

About $500,000 allocated 
by Phnom Penh as salaries 
for soldiers in the battle zone 
had allegedly been pocked by 
certain nigh ranking officers, 
the source said. 

The soldiers were to have 
received 5,000 riel (S2) each, 
he said, adding that the rest 
of the fund was for buying 


food supplies. 

Colonel Am Sachan. com- 
mander of the 9th Division's 
infantry regiment from Siem 
Riep province, had with : 
drawn from the fighting and 
taken his 300 men home to 
voice his discontent oyer the 
•incident, the source said. 

The source said that 
Phnom Penh might not be 
able to take Klar Ngap by the 
end of July as' planned be- 
cause to T-54 and T-55 tanks 
mobilised last week were 
either blocked by canals or 
mired in deep mud following 
heavy rains. 

Some Cambodian soldiers 
had refused to go to the 
frontline but were working as 
guards for merchants trans- 
porting goods from the Thai 
border into Cambodia be- 
cause of better pay. he said. 

Meanwhile a newspaper 
said Tuesday the Cambodian 
government kept secret from 
Australia the deaths of Bris- 
bana woman Kellie Wjlkin- 
son and her two British 
friends at the hands of the 
Khmer Rouge. 

The senior police officer 
investigating the kidnappings 
wrore a note in his diary that 
the three were dead on May 
27 last year, but the first 
public indication of their 
deaths came from Foreign 
Minister. Gareth Evans on 
July 17 that year, the Age 
said: 

On that day, Mr. Evans 


said there was a high likeli- 
hood that Mr. Wilkinson. 24; • 
‘ her boyfriend Dominic Chap- 
pell. 25 and friend Tina 
Dominy, 24. both from Bri- 
tain. had been killed. 

The .Age report said the 
Australian government con- 
tinued to arrange for-medic- 
al. food and other supplies to 

be sent to the Cambodian 
villages and paid undisclosed 
"expenses" to the investigat- 
ing Cambodian police squad 
in rhe weeks following May 
27. 

Mr. Evans saisd Tuesday 
that "if it is the case that 
authorities had definitive and 
derisive evidence which they 
were concealing from us and 
the Australian government I 
would... be absolutely appal- 
led because it would demons^ 
trate an awful insensitivity . 
uiute ' apart from anything 
else, to the feeligns of the 
paremgs who were so distres- 
sed at~ihe lime. 

"But I repeal 1 make no 
such judgement al this stage 
because it is at odds with the 
information that we've been ' 
working on so 'far." Mr. 
Evans said. 

If the Cambodian author- 
ities had withheld informa- 
tion at senior police level 
"there's a veiy serious bit of 
explaining to do to the Au- 
stralian government and we 
will be seeking such an ex- 
planation.” he said. 


Quoting "reliable Cambo- 
dian souirces,” the paper said 
it had also uncovered a series 
of bungled efforts, caused in 
part by the mistrust between - 
Cambodian police and milit- 
ary. and raised doubts about 
the validity of pn alleged con- 
fession by a former Khmer 
Rouge guerrilla charged with 
the murders. 

It said the diary note con- 
firming the deaths had been 
translated into English and 
was now included in con- 
fidential Australian files on 
the case. 

Failure to tell the Austra- 
lian officials meant that the 
parents and friends of Wil- 
kinson'“had to endure weeks 
of anguish waiting for the 
release of their daughter." 
the paper said. 

The Age's revelations' 
come on the eve of the trial of » 
one of the alleged killers of « 
the three. , 

Chuon Samnang. 27, is a 
former Khmer Rouge guerril- 
la who confessed that he and 
four other guerrillas fired at 
least 10 rounds from an AK- . 
47 "itno the hostages. 

The Age said this was con- 
tradicted by "inconclusive" 
forensic tests by Scotland 
VaTd. which found nowhere 
near that number of bullet- 
damaged bones. 

The paper said the Cambo- 
dian government hoped the 
trial would counteract the 
country’s image as lawless. 
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Effort for common good 

IN HIS APPRAISAL of the one year that 
passed since the signing of the Washington 
Declaration on July 25, 1994, the Foreign 
Minister, Abdul Karim Kabariti noted that 
while the. government ,of Jordan was commit- 
ted to the peace treaty with Israel and all the 
agreements that resulted from it, all parties 
to the peace process should appreciate that 
“decades of belligerence” require a long 
time to be erased. 

This is how the joint mission for the relief 
of Bosnia yesterday, led by His Royal High- 
ness Crown Prince Hassan and Israeli Minis- 
ter of the Environment Yossi Sarid, should 
be seen: A step in the direction of changing 
perceptions, of creating an atmosphere of 
cooperation to replace decades of confronta- 
tion. 

Jews and Muslims have lived for centuries 
in harmony and peace in the Middle East, 
North Africa, Spain, Turkey and Bosnia 
itself. They only clashed over Palestine that 
both Palestinian Arabs and Jews claim to be 
their homeland. Now Arabs and Israelis,, 
especially Palestinians and* Israelis, are 
edging towards a historical reconciliation by 
which the two seem to agree that the best 
solution is to share the land sacred to both, 
i -We. must^dmit that Israelis, and Jews all 
over the -world, -have shown interest- in the 
fate of BtSmaflfMusIims since the start of the 
conflict three years ago. Like Jordan, Israel 
received refugees and wounded people from 
Bosnia. And like Jordan the Israelis have 
been sending medical and relief supplies to 
the beleaguered country. Yesterday’s joint 
mission was both a humanitarian effort to 
aid the Bosnians and a show of solidarity for 
a common cause: Human dignity every- 
where. 

The joint effort comes one day after a 
suicide bomber attacked a bus in Tel Aviv 
and killed six Israelis and injured 33. That 
attack was condemned by both the Palesti- 
nian and Jordanian leaderships in the 
strongest possible terms. His Majesty King 
Hussein lashed at those who lure young 
people into committing such atrocious acts 
and stressed that Islam did not condone such 
acts. The day before, the King in a call to 
Jordan Television during a campaign to raise 
funds for Bosnia, described the situation 
there as “disastrous.” The Israeli Prime 
Minister, Yitzhak Rabin called to congratu- 
late and commend Jordanians for the effort. 
These joint stands can only strengthen peace 
and change negative images and perceptions. 
What is needed are gestures of goodwill by 
the Israelis towards . the Syrians, the 
Lebanese, and the Palestinians and a con- 
tinuation of the spirit of reconciliation and 
cooperation with the Jordanians. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


THE BUS explosion near Tel Aviv Monday, which 
coincided wife a critical stage in the ongoing Israeli- 
Paiestinian negotiations over the second phase of the Oslo 
■agreement, could be used as a pretext by the Israelis to 
delay their talks with the Palestine National Authority 
(PNA). said Taher Al Adwan. a writer in Al Dustour. It is 
as if the Israeli government is awaiting such pretexts to 
delay for as. f bna..as Possible, the . implementation of the 
agreement because it is not keen on making peace with the 
Arabs by giving their land back to them, said the writer. 
Indeed, the Israeli leaders, who have ensured the security 
of the Jewish state militarily thanks to continuous Amer- 
ican aid. are expecting from the PNA to guarantee the 
safety and the security of each and every Israeli citizen at a 
time when it continues to occupy Arab lands, continued the 
writer. 

THANKING THE United States for writing off Jordan's 
official debts to Washington, a writer in Al Ra’i said that 
such move reflects the good ties between the two countries. 
But it must be noted that the accumulating debts on Jordan 
resulted from the Kingdom's shouldering of heavy econo- 
mic. political and strategic burdens over the past four 
decades of confrontation with rhe Jewish state, which 
continues lo-enjoy Washington's generosity and receives all 
kinds of aid. said Mahmoud Rimawi. The writer said that 
while the United States has aimed at helping Jordan to 
pursue the process of making peace with the Jewish state, it 
ought to be reminded that the Kingdom' is still burdened 
with the hundreds of thousands of Palestinian refugees who 
await their return to their homeland but are nor able to do 
so due to Israel's adamant position in this regard. ' 



Washington Watch 


By Dr. James Zogby 


U.S. public supports action in Bosnia 


THE AMERICAN public 
favours strong action to de- 
fend Bosnian Muslims from 
'Serbian aggression, but re- 
quires political leadership 
to better 'define available 
policy options. These were 
some of tiie findings of a 
poll released on July 21 by 
the American Task Force 
for Bosnia (ATFB). 

The poll, conducted by 
the John Zogby Group of 
New York, interviewed 900 
registered voters across the 
United States, and had a 
margin of error of 3.3 per 
cent. 

Almost two thirds of the 
respondents (65.1 per cent) 
indicated that they are 
closely following events in 
Bonsia, and by a IT to one 
margin their symptfaies are 
with the Bosnian Muslims 
over the Serbs. 

In fact, there is deep 
concern over the fate of the 
beleaguered Bosnian Mus- 
lim community. Almost 60 
per cent identified the Ser- 
bian practice of “ethnic 
cleansing” as “similar, to 
the treatment of Jews by 
the Nazis during World 
War IT’ — and more than 
78 per cent of those who 
took that position said that 
they “believe that the U.S. 
government has a responsi- 
bility to stop another Holo- 
caust” in Bosnia. 

In light of these atti- 
tudes, it is not surprising 
that, by a 2 to I margin (52 
per cent to 26 per cent), the 
voters polled feel that the 
U.S. snould “play a more 
active role in insuring that 
U.N. safe areas are really 
safe for Bosnian civilians. 
At the same time 52.3 per 
cent support the use of 
force to protect these safe 
areas, and only 24 per cent 
oppose that idea. 

Othe r results from the 
ATFB poll are less clear. 
While a slight majority do 
not support U.S. air strikes 
against the .Serbs (33.2 per 
cent to 353 per cent), a 
majority do support U.S. 
congressional efforts to lift 
the arms embargo in place 
against the Bosnian gov- 
ernment (37 per cent to 24 
per cent). In both inst- 
ances. those who have no 
opinion or are undecided 
from the largest bloc of 
those polled. 

Wha t emerges from the 
ATFB-Zogby Group poll is 
that is U.S. public opinion 
has been deeply affected by 
dirty media coverage of 
Serbian atrocities. Amer- 


icans want something to be' 
done to save the lives of the 
beleaguered Bosnian Mus- 
lims. but are not dear or 
exactly what should be 
done; nor do Americans 
feel capable of microma- 
naging the U.S. military 
response to the tragedy. 

It appears that the large 
groups of “undeetdeds" 
presents an opportunity for 
'the U.S. leadership to pre- 
sent options, to educate the 
public about those options, 
and to build support for 
implementing the best of 
those options. 

It was this methodology 
which the Bush adminsitra- 
tion used in its public hand- 
ling of Iraq’s invasion of 
Kuwait in 1990-91. Even 
with months of persuasion 
and discussion the last poll 
taken before the air war 
began showed that the' 
American public was split . 
on the issue of war, with 47 
per cent on each side, but' 
the strong leadership of 
Mr. Bush in the earlier 
days of the war led more 
than 90 per cent public 
approval of his actions. Yet 
the pubic response to crisis 
in Bosnia has lacked the 
consistency and commit- 
ment needed to consolidate 
public support for decisive 
action. 

During the 1992 cam- 
paign, .then-Democratic 
nominee- Bill Clinton 
attacked the' Bush adminis- 
tration's inaction on Bos- 
nia. By proposing an end to 
the arms embargo and a 
policy of air strikes against 
Serbian positions, Mr. 
Clinton laid out the predi- 
cate for a policy debate on 
Bosnia. The Bush adminis- 
tration responded by 
arguing that Bosnia was not 
a U.S. strategic concern, 
but was instead a European 
issue. The Bush team was 
unwilling to precipitate a 
diplomatic clash with Euro- 
pean allies by undertaking 
unilateral action. 

Upon assuming the pres- 
idency, however. Mr. Clin- 
ton’s “strike and lift” initia- 
tive was put aside after 
encountering opposition 
from America's European 
allies. Each time that the 
Clinton administration has 
proposed a strong response 
to Serbian aggression, the 
initiative has been with- 
drawn due to a lack of 
domestic and/or interna- 
tional support. 

If anything this failure to 
push an option and to pro- 


vide leadership and build 
support for a decisive re- 
sponse to the Bosnian crisis 
has been the main criticism 
of the Clinton administra- 
tion’s approach to Bosnia. 

Noting this, former Car- • 
ter State Department 
spokesperson Hodding 
Carter said, ‘The problem 
is inconsistency. This is a 
situation where the public 
is up for grabs but it re- 
quires you to sustain a , 
steady conversation about 
foreign policy, even though 
you may be taking con- 
siderable heat. But Clinton 
gets spooked by events or 
by polls results, and pulls 
the plug on his own poli- 
cy.” 

Echoing this view. 
Democratic Congressman 
Lee Hamilton (former 
Chairman of the House 
Foreign Affairs Commit- 
tee), said: “The president 
should have come to usand 
said what are we commit- 
ted to do and how we in- 
tend to do it. He should do 
more to prepare Congress 
and the American people.” 

Now that the tables have 
turned and President Clin- 
ton is under attack by Sena- 
tor Robert dole (R-KS) 
who is also the frontrun- 
ning Republican presiden- 
tial contender, the same 
pattern is emerging again. 

In the face of public out- 
rage over repeated Serbian 
outrages, Mr. Dole is prop- 
osing much the same police 
once proposed by candi- 
date Clinton. With some 
bi-partisan support in both 
the Senate and House, in- 
cluding candidate Clinton’s 
earliest major support — 
Senator Joseph Lie berm an 
(D-CT), Mr. Dole is prop- 
osing a unilateral U.S. lift- 
ing of the arms embargo 
that many feel has crippled 
the Bosnian government's 
ability to defend its consti- 
tuents. 

But as Mr. Dole was' 
preparing for a congres- 
sional vote on the question 
last week, the administra- 
tion convinced him to tem- 
porarily stay his hand. Mr. 
Dole's decision to delay ac- 
tion was prompted by a 
fear that if he succeeded in 
lifting the embargo, and if 
that were followed by a 
pull-out of U.N. 
peacekeepers and the con- 
flict spread more broadly 
throughout the Balkans, 
Mr. Dole might be faulted 
for creating that disaster. 

White House Chief-of- 


Staff Leon Panetta said as 
much. 1 He said: “If we 
simply get out and arm 
them, what happens here is 

« iat the .United States will 
ave almost direct respon- 
sibility then to assist the 
Bosnians or let them simply 
destroy themselves in this 
process. That’s unaccept- 
able. It's nnacceptable to 
put large troops on the field, 
as well. I really ask those 
that want. to vote for that 
kind of resolution not jnst 
to vote for the resolution 
and say that’s going to be- 
the end of it. They have got 
to bear the responsibility 
for die consequences here, 
and the consequences are 
that when we do unflateral- 
• ly lift in. this fashion, our 
allies wiii, in fact, remove 
themselves. The U.N. mis- 
sion will be removed. And 
we, the United States, wOl 
then, bear direct responsi- 
bility for what takes place 
there.” 

White House spokesper- 
son Mike McCurry added: 
“Well also be saying to the 
United States Senate that 
this is ah awful' time to 
further inflame this conflict 
by unilaterally lifting the 
arms embargo. Lifting the ‘ 
arms embargo is purely and 
simply a way to drive the 
United Nations out of Bos- 
nia, which would be devas- 
tating for all the refugees 
that we’ve seen there in 
recent days. It would also 
drive the United States in. 
We would probably have to 
have a substantial ground 
component to live up to the 
moral responsibility we 
would take on if we lifted 
the arms embargo.” 

And painting an even 
more dire scenario, Demo- 
cratic Congressman Lee 
Hamilton stated: “If we 
start supplying the Serbs, 
almost certainly. ...You’re 
going to have a wide war, 
we’re going to be on the 
.ground, the British and 
French are out, and you're 
gonig to have enormous 
consequences flow from 
this decision to lift the arms 
embargo.” 

Arid so the pattern of 
talking tough and doing lit- 
tle continues, and in its 
wake the American public 
is deeply troubled by the 
suffering of the Bosnians, 
angered by the brutality of 
the Serbs, but lacking a 
clear understanding of 
which response would best 
Address the crisis and lead 


to its eventual solution - 

This may change in the 
weeks to come. If President 
Clinton is able to convince 
’ the allies to strike, bard at 
Serbian positions, or if 
Senator Dole decides to 
move his initiative to a 
vote, the pattern' may be 
broken. 

But the doomsayers are 
partially right on one point. 
There win be consequences 
from sych actions, and the 
American public will have . 
to be prepared not only for 
those consequences but 
also for the necessary re- 
sponses. It will require a 
sustained educational cam- 
paign and decisive lead - 
ership. But as the ATFB- 
Zogby group poll shows, 
the public can be won over 
to support such action. ' 

- In fact the ATFB, which 
has been working to streng- 
then U.S. policy cm Bosnia 
, for more than three years-, 
is a microcos m of the na- 
tion at large. Directe d by 
Khalid Saffron, die ATFB 
is an umbrella organisation 
for a large number of 
groups which are commit- 
ted to changing U.S. policy 
to protect the Bosnian peo- 
ple from Serb aggression, 

• and' indude Arab Amer- 
ican, Jewish, Muslim, 
Christian and secular non- 
denominational human 
rights organisations. The 
Task Force meetings are an 
impressive example of how 
even organisations which 
have worked at cross- 
purposes in the past are 
able to band together to 
prevent what they all see as 
a tragic abandonment of 
. moral responsibility on the 
part of the West. For while 
the ATFB is active primari- 
ly in the United States, Mr. 
Saffouri and other leaders 
periodically attend confer- 
ences of with leaders of 
similar organisations in 
Europe to discuss the possi- 
bility of a unified strategy 
on certain p6ints. 

As the ATFB has shown, 
the commitment to basic 
human rights in this coun- 
try is strong enough to 
override religious and 
ideol ogica l boundaries. 
The ATFB, and Use Amer- 
ican public generally, is 
hoping that their political 
leadership will override, 
partisan political bound- 
-artes to articulate and 
undertake a strong stance 
against Serbian aggression 
and brutality in Bosnia. 


Would China really attack? Taiwan wonders 


By Janies Kynj|; 

Reuter 

TAIPEI — Taiwan's 64 mil- 
lion dollar question — 
Would China ever really 
attack? — Is again the sub- 
ject of impassioned debate. 

The son of this island's 
late leader Generalissimo 
Chiang Kai-Shek thinks it is 
a definite possibility, but 
others see the Chinese use 
of military force as ex- 
tremely unlikely. 

The debate intensified on 
Sunday as Taiwan said Chi- 
na has begun missile tests in 
the sea just 85 miles north 
of this island, an act of 
sabre-rattling which has 
caused panic on Taiwan's 
stock market. 

"I do not agree with peo- 
ple in Taiwan who sav that 


China • would ,not attack 
Taiwan.” Chiang We go. 
the son of Chiang Kai-Shek 
and himself a retired gener- 
al. told Reuters. 

“To say China would not 
attack is a kind of guess or 
hope. It is wishful think- 
ing.” said Mr. Chiang. 79, 
who is a senior advisor to 
President Lee' Teng-Hui 
and president of Taiwan's 
Society for Strategic Stu- 
dies. 

"There are others who 
say that China does not 
dare to attack,” Mr. Chiang 
said- "This is like saying 
‘come on. come on fight." It 
is the kind of thing that 
children say in the play- 
ground.” 

Chiang Kai-Shek fled to 
Taiwan in 1949 after losing 
a aril war in China to Mao 
Tse-Tung*s communist 


forces. For 'the rest, of his 
life, the austere general issi- * 
mo vowed to recover the 
mainland but never realised 
his aim. 

In 1991. President Lee 
officially abolished a plan to 
retake China and has since 
pressed Beijing on numer- 
ous occasions to also drop 
its threat of force against 
Taiwan. 

But China has not re- 
ciprocated. Only last week 
Beijing made clear that it 
would use force if Taiwan 
declared a formal inde- 
pendence from China or if 
it was invaded by a foreign 
power. 

Although it functions as 
an independent country, 
both Taipei and Beijing 
agree that Taiwan is a part 
of China which will one dav 


reunify. 

But the threat of force 
looms large over the politic- 
al landscape, with many 
people . saying it prevents 
them voting for the main 
opposition party advocating 
independence, the Demo- 
cratic Progressive Party. 

And as this island just 
137 miles from ChinaU 
southeastern coast prepares 
for parliamentary elections 
in December and inaugural 
presidential elections next 
March, the issue of force 
has become more potent 
than ever. 

But for all those who 
quake at China's threats, 
there arc many who say an 
attack exists only in the. 
imaginations of doom- 
sayers. 

"China would never 


attack. They have too much 
to lose. An invasion would 
destroy business confidence 
in southern China over- 
night.” said Lee Wen-Lin. a 
businessman. 

Some who braved torren- 
tial rain to take part in a 
protest rally against the 
missile tests in Taipei on 
Sunday were defiant. 

'•Were hoping that they 
won t invade, but it they 
do. let's fight. We're 
ready, said one housewife, 

Taiwan s military 
although not as large or 
well-equipped as its rival, is 
sull a force capable of 
mobilising considerable 
firepower and men '’in a 
country where military ser- 
vice is compulsory. 
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1 tend, as a rule, to have a ’j 
Marxist view of television^. : 
(Groucho Marx, not ttefV 
other one) that it is an - . . 
important educational - 
instrument — when I see 
wbat programmes are on, I., 
switch it off and read a 
book. This, added to tbe : - 
cynicism that life in the 
Third World cultivates in 
man, led me to be sceptical; - 
about the telethon organised 
by Jordan Television for the ■ 
aid of war victims in Bosnia. * 
Last Friday, however, I ( 
stood corrected, and happy, 
to be so. 

Firstly, praise goes to His 
Majesty King Hussein and 
His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan: Not only did 
they inspire fee idea, they 
also gave another fine 
example of leading from the 
front. As for the people of 
Jordan, their generosity has 
never been in question. 
Still, the money raised, con- 
siderable in absolute terms, 
was phenomenal in that it 
exceeded one dinar per capi- 
ta. This was very magnani- 
mous, coming as it did from 
a society in which the num- 
ber of families that -live 
below the poverty line rises 
steadily wife no foreseeable 
prospect of it coming down 
again. 

. More striking, however,’ 
was the success of the ’ 
undertaking as an organisa- 
tional effort The norm in: 
our society is to do nothing " 
and complain that others are 
not doing enough. Hence,, 
-for an or ganisati on that, is 
not directly involved in 
charity fo succeed in mobOr 
rising our society into a con- . 
__structrve^ c ommunal ,. effort . 
was an achievement worthy 
of die highest praise. 

The telethon was also just 
as significant in what it 
revealed, as in fee fact that it 
happened. For one thing, it • 

was very refreshing to see ■ 
donations -coming from*' br- 
other countries, notably . 
from Israel. It is a. major 1 
step forward that we and qnr 
neighbours to fee west have 
progressed from fee point 
where we needed interna- , 
tional missions of good will 
to separate us from each 
other's throat, to a state of 
affairs where we as people . . 
can act together in an effort * 
to alleviate the suffering of a ' “ 
third party, living in a differ- ' 
ent continent One should 
commend Prime Minister * 
YItzhaq Rabin for highlight- 1 - . 
ing this through his initia- 
live. 

The most significant reve- ' 
lation. however, was that ’ . 
transnationalism bas 

reached fee Middle East.- . 
Until recently, the rule all .'. 
over the world was that 
society took care of itself. ■/ 
within fee nation state, and 
international relations were ' 
’Strictly fee prerogative of ' 
governments. The media 
revolution has added a new ’. 7 : 
element to the formula that' , 
may have changed it irre- 
versibly. The telethon was. a- - -r? " 
■ dear manifestation that « "ri 
good work, undertaken oa, -- 
the popular level, can pro- /.X 
duce good results across v-~ 
political borders, even wife-- 
out direct government inter- 
vention. ■ 

The idea here is not to. ‘ ; rir 
preach fee marginalisation 
of governments, but to draw ;: ' '‘ e : 
fee conclusion, feat people’ it i; 
need not sit idly, wailing for- 
their government to do 
everything. The prospects 
tor good work feat thisl -fM 
opens up are infinite. One 
suggestion feat may con- "7-3 
jnbute to the success of any /fSi 
feture campaign is to con- " 
tact major corporations and 
agencies feat have vested 
interests in this country, or 
- pressure groups feat 

influence the economic sec- 
tors in which they operate, 

*** contribution 

to fee effort All feat would 
he required is the will and a 
bit of organisation. Three 

Jo ” hn Television 
done* 0 ™* 08 that this can Be 
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Terror is still the master 


ACROSS THE situation 
map of a. United Nations 
headquarters in Sarajevo, 
the ehinagraph marks 
charting what they call the 
"confrontation line" twist 
and turn for -hundreds of 
kilometres, each loop and 
curve enclosing its own lit- 
tle local war. each little war 
contributing to the complex 
equation that may tell us 
who is winning and who is 
losing. 

Maps like rhis. and the 
daily production of statis- 
tics by the U.N. and its 
agencies — so many 
thousands of detonations, 
so many firing incidents, so 
many metres advanced, so 
many tents or blankets or 
refugees — reduce the Bos- 
nian war to measurable 
processes of military activ- 
ity and civilian displace- 
ment. Complicated as the 
war is at this level, it is even 
more complicated in its 
other dimensions. Like 
Spain, like Vietnam, like 
the Arab- Israeli and South 
African conflicts, it has ac- 
quired a meaning both for 
the combatants and for the 
world 'which cannot be 
avoided or sidestepped. It 
is a war for the high ground 
both physically and moral- 
ly. it is a war of culture, of 
nerves, of wirs. a war cen- 
tring on one cxtranrdinarv 
city. a war against the 
world and n war finally, 
whose outcome will heip 
set the tone, for good or ill. 
of international "politics in 
the next century. 

The Bosnian war. as a 
.military phenomenon, is an 
intricate struggle for 
bridges and roads, and - 
especially for the high 
ground from which artillery 
fire can be adjusted on 
towns below. It pits the' 
motivated and numerous 
infantry of the * Bosnian 
forces, as many as 2(ki.tHlU 
men. against the smaller 
but better armed forces.' 
perhaps KO.IKHI. of the Bos- 
nian Serbs. This is a war in 
which, in spite of Srebreni- 
ca and Zepa. and now 
Bihac. the Bosnians are 
doing better. 

This is the background of_ 


diminishing advantage 
against which the Serbian 
attacks on the two enclaves 
must be seen. These were 
relatively easy victories 
that were available, and the 
Serbian commander. Rut- 
ko Mladic, has scooped 
them up. The Bosnian 
Serbs may also feel that the 
seizure of the enclaves 
brings them a step closer to 
the settle merit they want, 
including a broadening of 
the vulnerable corridor be- 
tween Serb-held territories 
in eastern and western Bos- 
nia. and a division of 
Sarajevo. The same 
reasoning may lie behind 
the offensive into the 
north-western Bihac pock- 
et. designed to provoke, 
perhaps, a premature 
Croatian offensive and also 
ro wrong-foot the U.N. and 
NATO, who have a history 
of concentrating on the Iasi 
crisis, while the next one js 
emerging. 

But ttiere is a more diffi- 
cult urea of calculation than 
that represented by the 
military balance on the 
ground. The Bosnian Serbs 
ultimately depend on ter- 
rorising their opponents, 
both the people of Bosnian 
government-held territory, 
and the international com- 
munity . Mr. Mladic is a 
■ master of terror and threat 
making up with that awful 
skill for the very real dis- 
abilities from which the 
Bosnian Serb army and 
government now suffer. 

This is a war against peo- 
ple. not only in the obvious 
sense of ethnic cleansing 
when ground has been 
taken. There is also a con- 
tinuous Serbian attack on 
the day-to-day life of 
Sarajevo and other govern- 
ment towns. The war is a 
competition by the govern- 
ment and by individuals, to 
maintain the appearance ot 
normality to clean up after 
the shells fall, to keep 
going to the office, to shave 
every day., and so on 
through the whole spec- 
trum of life. Bosnians have 
made amazing efforts, but 
there is no denying that the 
strain js^reiling. Some;, of. 


The London conference on the 
war in Bosnia has produced 
another burst of vague formu- 
las by the U.N. and NATO for 


the defence of Gorazde, Zepa 
and Bihac, Martin Wollacott, 
in Sarajevo, insists that the 
West must not fail again 



course, leave, with guilt in 
their hearts, and they in- 
clude many of the best 
i cdcuaicd. and main ot. the 
, young. This draining a wav 
of the elite and of youth 
eats away at morale, and 
leads sonic to fear that the 
Serbs could in lime lotto* 


Sarajevo as a functioning 
community without actual- 
ly taking. 

■ Each day. in every way. 
the Serbs strive to" break 
the carapace of normality, 
to disrupt the vital routines 
that keep towns and cities, 
especially Sarajevo, going. . 


it is wdl-known that they 
target radio and television 
stations, newspaper offices, 
even art exhibitions or rock 
concerts, to the extent now 
that public cultural events 
have almost ceased. Bui 
Bosnians have reshaped 
iheir cultural life. . News- 


papers and broadcasters 
operate from several dis- 
persed offices or go down 
into hunkers. The govern- 
ment. meanwhile, places 
huge emphasis on main- 
taining ihe education sys- 
tem. important in itself, but 
also as a demonstration of. 


will. So school children get 
new textbooks, and physics 
and students at the uni- 
versity strive in do experi- 
ments with electricity from 
car butteries. To give an 
idfa of rhe limited basis on 
which all this is done, tex- 
tbook writers were each 
sem, to help them in their 
task, a package containing 
one quire of Typing paper, 
one typewriter ribbon, and 
12 candles. That is luxury 
for an author in Bosnia 
today. 

The war between willed 
normality and the panic the 
Serbs want to induce car- 
ries on in many fields, in- 
cluding the "fields of 
Sarajevo itself. Every bit of 
g" - id grows cabbages. 
. "tomatoes, spring 

.*»ns. The window boxes 
of Sarajevo, with their 
"similar, miniature, crops, 
shout defiance. "Until this 
war. I had never realised." 
one" university teacher said, 
"what a beautiful and civil- 
ised object is a sliced tumu- 
tu arranged on a dean 
white plate." The outside 
world has long joined in 
this struggle for normalcy, 
with visits hv artists and 
theatre producers, with ex- 
tensive .support for the Bos- 
nian media, and with other 
projects, like the fascinat- 
ing attempt to get Sarajevo 
fully plugged into the Inter- 
net. to lift its siege at least 
in cyhserspace. 

This international en- 
gagement. going beyond 
governments, makes it all 
the mure galling that the 
Serbian strategy of error 
has worked so well on the 
United Nations forces. A 
tiny state and its little army 
inflicts almost daily humi- 
liations on the soldiers of 
nations who could flatten 
Pale, or for that matter the 
ministry of defence on Bel- 
grade. "in an afternoon. 

This success is very much 
part of the way in which the 
Bosian Serbs maintain, in 
spite of their dwindling 
military assets, the initia- 
tive of terror in Bosnia. 
When they frighten the 
U.N.. they frighten the 


Bosnians and when they 
brutalise the Bosnians, 
they scare the U.N. They 
strike repeatedly at the 
hope, still there in Bosnian 
minds, that the world will 
finally act against ihe 
Serbs, and add to the wor- 
ries of Bosnian decision- 
makers. These men ask 
what guarantee they have 
that the Serbs will not now 
aim. not only for Gorazde. 
but Tuzla or Sarajevo. 
They believe they could 
beat" them off in the latter 
two cases, hut who can be 
absolutely certain, given 
that the Serbs still have a 
very big edge in heavy 
equipment? They" search 
for that moment in the war 
when they can tip the ba- 
lance of morale-ngainst the 
Bosnian Serbs, and the 
sight of Mr. Mladic running 
rings around the U.N" 
"forces, scaring them into 
inactivity, does not make 
that easier. 

The London conference 
has come up with a vague 
formula for action over 
Gorazde and the supply 
route into Sarajevo that in- 
dicates some readiness hy 
the Western powers to 
move more forcefully in 
Bosnia, hut leaves many 
questions hanging in the 
air. Two dangers are appa- 
rent. One • is that, as so 
often before, the U.N. and 
NATO will fail to deliver. 
'The other is that the Bos- 
nian Serbs will postpone 
action on Gorazde and will 
make their next moves 
elsewhere. The U.N. and 
NATO should not be lega- 
listically tied to the defence 
of one or two places, but 
should have the flexibility 
to respond to any man- 
oeuvres by the Bosnian 
Serbs. 

The West stands at a 
point where it could lose its 
unity, its reputation, and its 
self-respect. If -this, prob- 
ably last, opportunity is 
mismanaged, the fate of 
Bosnia could he a grim 
one. That of the rest of us 
will also be unenviable. 

The Guardian ' 
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Jordan, Israel launch 


(Continued from page 1) 

and Jordan's relentless 
efforts to create regional and 
international cooperation to 
serve nations in need of help, 
Jsaid the Prince at the press 
conference, which he held 
jointly with Yossi Sarid, the 
Israeli Minister of Environ- 
ment who flew on board the 
Israeli relief plane. 

Israel and Jordan, are 
together carrying out a huma- 
nitarian mission, thus setting 
a good example of coopera- 
tion for others to copy free of 
any political, sectarian or 
ethnic consideration, said the 
Prince at the press, confer- 
■ence, which was attended by 
the foreign ministers of Bos- 
nia and Croatia. 

Jordan, said Prince Has- 
san, has for the past 10 years 
been calling for a new inter- 
national humanitarian order 
transcending regional, and 
sectarian considerations. 

He said tha.t the Jordanian 
mission was a continuation to 
Jordan's efforts started in 
1992 to extend relief aid to 
the victims of aggression and 


natural disasters. 

In reply to a question ab- 
out Jordan’s stand vis-a-vis 
the war in Bosnia, the Prince 
said that Jordan demands 
that the United Nations and 
the world major powers pro- 
tect their credibility through 
sending rapid deployment 
forces to protect the Bos- 
nians, lifting the arms embar- 
go on Bosnia' and providing 
security for people in the 
so-called safe havens. 

Mr. Sarid shid that the 
Israeli government has re- 
sponded to King Hussein's 
call to provide aid to Bos- 
nians because it wanted to 
contribute to the Jordanian 
humanitarian efforts. 

The Bosnian Foreign 
Minister voiced appreciation 
of Jordanian-Israeli aid and 
demanded that the United 
Nations provide protection to 
the displaced people of Bos- 
nia. He condemned the ma- 
jor powers decision of the 
London conference because 
he said that meeting did not 
put an end to Serbian crimes 
against the Bosnian popula- 
tion. 


PLO, Israel 

(Continued from page 1) 

Palestinian police rounded 
-~y up about 30 Islamic militants 
in the Gaza Strip after the 
attack, Hamas officials said. 
But Nasser Yousef, chief of 
the Palestinian police, said 
onlv about 10 people were 
arrested and the arrests were 
not related to the bombing. 

The five victims of the blast 
— an 80-year-old man and 
four women in their 60s — 
were buried Tuesday in 
cemeteries around Tel Aviv. 
About 150 people attended 
the funeral of Moshe Shkedi. 
mostly elderly friends who 
wept in silence. 

At the blast site, passersby 
prayed, lit memorial candles 
and laid red roses at a 
makeshift memorial around 
the blast site. 

Hospital officials said 19 
people injured in the blast 
remained hospitalised, in- 
cluding two in critical condi- 
tion. 

Meanwhile, U.N. Secret- 
ary General Boutros Ghali 
condemned the "vicious act 
of violence” that claimed the 
lives of five Israelis on a bus 
a near Tel Aviv. 

* Mr. Ghali nevertheless 
said he was "encouraged by 
the determination of Israeli 
and Palestinian leaders to 
continue the peace process." 

He said the United Nations 


would do everything in its 
power to keep the peace pro- 
cess alive, “especially 
through the extension of eco- 
nomic and social assistance to 
the Palestinian people." 

’ The European Union ex- 
pressed "horror and indigna- 
tion” at Monday's bomb 
attack. 

“The EU and its member 
states once more strongly 
condemn all acts of violence 
which, apart from causing the 
loss of human lives, endanger 
the currrent negotiations be- 
tween Palestinians and 
Israelis ..." it said in a state- 
ment. 

"The EU. whose political 
commitment to the peace 
process remain unchanged, 
conveys its hope that the 
above attack, carried our by 
elements which oppose peace 
... will not affect the pace of 
the negotiations in which 
Israelis and Palestnians are 
immersed," the statement 
added. 

Japan also condemned rhe 
bombing, calling it a 
“cowardly terrorist act aimed 
at destroying the peace pro- 
cess." 

Egypt’s Piesident Hosni 
Mubarak said Arab- Israeli 
peace was the "only guaran- 
tee" to bring an end to Mus- 
lim militant attacks as he 
condemned the suicide 
bombing. 


Serbs conquer 

(Cootimied from page 1) 

Tuesday after the U.N. sig- 
nalled it would reject propos- 
als for streamlining the dual- 
key procedure for authorising 
alliance airstrikes. diplomats 
said. 

The opposition of U.N.. 
Secretary General Boutros 
Ghali represented a last and 
major obstacle to the adop- 
tion of a compromise 
thrashed out between Bri- 
tain, France and the United 
Srates, they said. 

Despite deep differences 
about the scope of airstrikes 
and the degree of U.N.. con- 
trol over them, the three big 
players in Bosnia had come 
up with, a common position 
designed to avoid a public 
split. 

' An accord Tuesday had 
been viewed as critical to 
maintaining the momentum 
established by last week's 
London conference, which 
warned the Serbs they would 
face "substantial and deci- 
sive” action if they attacked 
Gorazde, a Muslim enclave 
in eastern Bosnia. 

If there is not some kind of 
an agreement here, the credi- 
bility of that warning and 
subsequent threats delivered 
to the Bosnian Serb military 
leadership will be gravely 
undermined. NATO diplo- 
mats fear. 

“If we do nothing the Serbs 
will be able to conclude we 
did not mean anything that 
was said in London,” one 
senior source warned on 
Tuesday. 

Under the compromise 
proposal put before the 
ambassadors by NATO’s 
military comminee. Dr. Gha- 
li. who presently has a veto . 
over all airstrikes. would de- • 
legate much more power 
down to commanders operat- 
ing "in theatre." 

If a commander of a unit of 
U.N. peacekeepers or of the 
new rapid reaction force 
needed the protection of 
NATO warplanes, he would 
be given the power to call 
directly for "close air sup- 
port" without referring to ihe 
U.N. envoy Yasushi Akashi 
in Zagreb "as occurs under 
current procedures. 

For limited airstrikes 
against clearly defined 
targets, authority would he 
delegated to General Ber- 
nard JanvieW, the U.N. com- 
mander for the former 
Yugoslavia. 

Dr. Ghali would only need 
to be consulted in the event 
of q broader campaign along 
the lines of the "massive air- 
strikes” that Washington has 


been calling for to send a 
decisive sigtral to the Bosnian 
Serb leadership. 

The U.N. secretary general 
however insisted he must re- 
tain ultimate authority for all 
airstrikes. presenting NATO 
with the dilemma of putting 
forward proposals which 
would automatically be re- 
jected. 

“There is no point in 
agreeing a text which the 
U.N. immediately disowns. 
That will simply cost us more 
credibility than not agreeing 
anything would" one diplo- 
mat commented. 

The compromise put for 7 
ward by NATO falls signifi- 
cantly short of what Washing- 
ton has demanded and casts 
doubts on whether the West- 
ern powers will be able to 
deliver the "major air cam- 
paign" U.S. Defence Secret- 
ary William Perry promised 
on Monday. 

The United Stares had 
argued that once the United 
Nations had called for air- 
strikes. the alliance should 
have autonomy of action to 
bomb as many targets as they 
consider necessary to repel 
the Serbs. 

Britain and France, con- 
cerned about the safety of 
thousands of their 
peacekeepers in the event of 
Serb retaliation for airstrikes. 
insisted the United Nations 
should also retain the right to 
call off attacks. 

Even if it wins agreement 
for the limited modifications 
of the dual key system, a 
major show of force againsr 
the Serbs remains dependent 
on political approval from the 
United Naitions in k ’-w 
York. 

Given Russia’s strong 
opposition to military action 
. 'finst the Serbs and -the 
United Nations’ own reluct- 
ance in the past to order 
airstrikes. even when the 
Muslim enclave of Srebrenica 
in eastern Bosnia was being 
brutally overrun earlier this 
month, this appears extreme- 
ly unlikely. 

In Washington, the Clinton 
administration faced a severe 
challenge , to its policy on 
Bosnian in the Senate. A bill 
to unilaterally lift the U.N. 
arms embargo against Bosnia 
was scheduled to be taken up 
there Tuesday. 

White House spokesman 
Mike McCurry said President 
Clinton may do some last- 
minute lobbying by tele- 
phone to try to defeat the bill 
co-sponsored by Senate Re- 
publican leader Bob Dole of 
Kansas and Sen. Joseph 
Lieberman, a Democrat from 
Connecticut. 



Head of Syria’s Communist Party dies 

DAMASCUS (R) — Khalid Bakdash. head of Syria's 
Communist Party for over 58 years, has died of a heart 
attack at his home in Damascus, a party spokesman said on 
Tuesday. He told Reuters that Mr. Bakdash. who' died on 
Monday at the. age of 83. was buried in Damascus on 
Tuesday in a ceremony attended hy a special representative 
of Syrian President Hafez Al Assad. Mr. Bakdash. who 
joined the Syrian Communist Party in 1930. was one of the 
founders' of Communist in the Arab World. In 1954 he 
became the first Communist member of parliament in Syria 
and the Arab World after he won a seat in elections. 

Opposition counts on army to help topple Iraqi regime 

DAMASCUS (AFP) — Saddam Hussein's opponents are 
counting on the army to help cw throw the Iraqi president 
and a plan of action is already being drawn up. an 
opposition leader sard here Tuesday. For the last six 
months, we have been proposing an action pia.. *o fight the 
regime on the ground because we think political “action 
alone is not enough." said Ayatollah Mohammad Baqir Al 
Hakim. "We believe that such action must rely on the Iraqi 
army." said the Shiite Muslim leader of the Iran-based 
Supreme Assembly «if the Islamic Revolution in Iraq 
(SAIRI). He told AFP that an unspecified number of army 
officers had expressed their support. - 

Algeria ready for presidential elections - government panel 

ALGIERS (AFP) — A governmental electoral commission 
has determined that all necessary conditions are present for 
presidential elections in Algeria, press reports said Tues- 
day. "The organisational, material, technical and financial 
conditions are present for the correct holding of presiden- 
tial elections." said the commission's report, filed Monday 
by government leader Mokdad Sifi to President Liamine 
■ Zeroual. The report is to be studied during the next council 
of ministers to be held at an unspecified' date, the prime, 
minister's office said in a statement. "The security question 
was one of the main concerns of the commission, which 
sought to put together the necessary conditions for free and 
peaceful participation of the citizens in the vote." rhe 
statement said. 

Syrian boat sinks off Ukrainian coast 

KIEV (R) — A Syrian-registered cargo ship has sunk in a 
stretch of water separating Russia and Ukraine off the 
Crimean Peninsula, shipping officials said on Tuesday. 
Boris Novosyolov. deputy head of Kerch port said the Doja 
went down on Sunday in heavy seas in the Kerch Strait and 
all 13 crew had been rescued. He said the vessel had 
probably foundered when its cargo of glass and timher 
shifted.’ 

Argentina’s Menem meets so|i of Libyan leader 

BUENOS AIRES. Argentina (API — President Carlos 
Menem met with the son of Libyan Leader Moummar 
Qadhafi on Monday for private talks, a presidential 
spokesman said. The spokesman would not disclose any 
details about Mr. Menem's meeting with Alsadi MoammaV 
Qadhafi. He was accompanied by a business associate. 
Assed Mohammed, and an interpreter. The meeting with 
Mr. Menem, the son of Syrian immigrants, lasted approx- 
imately one hour at the Buenos Aires presidential resi- 
dence.' 

UAE arrests suspected killers 

DUBAI (Rj — Police in the United Arab Emirates (UAE) 
have arrested two men suspected of robbing and murdering 
five foreign exchange house Couriers while posing as 
Government officials, newspapers said on Tuesday. They 


quoted Dubai Police Deputy Director Saeed Al Katnda as 
saying the men. identified as M.A.. a Gulf national, and 
A.M.F., an Asian, both aged 26. shot the five messengers 
in separate incidents in~Oman and the United Arab 
Emirates. The two men forced their victims into their car 
by posing as officials, the newspapers said. "After driving 
for some time, they would ask the man to get out of the car 
and then shoot him." he said. "The last victim was killed in 
the car as he suspected something was wrong and tried to 
escape. Human blood was split for not mor£ than 10,000 
dirhams (S2.70C)) each time." Mr. Kamda said. 

Kurds kill 12 people In village raid 

VAN. Turkey ( AP) — Kurdish guerrillas raided a village in 
this eastern province neighbouring Iran in an overnight 
attack, killing 12 people, a local official said on Monday. 
The village apparently came under attack for its collabora- 
tion with the Turkish army. Two of the victims were village 
guards, armed by the government against Kurdish rebels, 
the official, who spoke on condition of anonymity, said. 

Sudanese diplomats told to leave Somalia 

MUUADlanci (AFP) — A new organisation calling itself 
the Somali Interest Group published an ulrimatum in 
Mogadishu newspapers Tuesday giving Sudanese diplomats 
until August 3 to quit this lawless nation. It warned that 
their security would not be guaranteed if they failed to 
leave. Spokesman Hassan Mohamed Kabin accused the 
diplomats of taking sides in power struggles between dans. 
Somalia has not had an internationally recognised govern- ■ 
ment since the overthrow of dictator Mohamed Siad Barre 
in January 1991. arid Sudan is the only country maintaining 
diplomats here. 

Fire destroys Gulf island cinema used as women's centre 

' TEHRAN (AFP) — A movie theatre used as a culture and 
sporting centre by women on a Gulf island serving as Iran's 
main oil terminal has been destroyed by fire, the daily 
Akhbar reported Tuesday. No one was hurt in the blaze, 
which was caused by electrical short dreuit. but the 
inddent is under further investigation by authorities on 
Karak island near the southern port of Bushehr. the paper 
said. 

Libyan’s law suit against Israeli leaders postponed 

CAIRO (AFP) — An Egyptian court has postponed a law 
suit brought by a Libyan against Israeli Leaders who he 
accuses of killing his" father by shooting down a plane over 
the Sinai in 1972. legal officials said Tuesday. The Cairo 
court agreed Monday to defer the hearing until Nov. 29 
following a request by the defence. Mohammed Bussir. son 
of the former Libyan foreign minister Saleh Bussir. is 
demanding compensation from Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin, the former air force head Beny Peled and 
former chief of staff David Eleazar. His father was among 
2(Xi Egyptian and Libyans who died when their riviiiari 
plane was shot down over the Egyptian Sinai peninsula by 
Israeli Fighter planes - on Feb. 21. 1972.. 

Unleaded petrol to go on sale in Egypt 

CAIRO (AFP) — Unleaded petrol is to go on sale for the 
first time in Egypt from August 1, Environment Minister 
Atef Ebeid said. The installation of caralytic convertors 
and adjustment of car engines will also be launched next 
year in 150 petrol stations around the country, Mr. Ebeid 
told reporters late Monday. The head of Egypt's environ- 
mental protection agency. Saleh Hafez.- said the amount of 
lead in petrol had been cut by almost three-quarters and 
would fall again to 0.15 grams per litre (0.02 ounces per 
gallon) within a year. 





onomy 


JORDAN 


TIMES, WEDNESDAY, JULY 26, 1995^ 



Gulf official predicts 
common market by 2000 


MUSCAT (AFP) — Gulf 
Arab states are expected to 
create a common market be- 
fore the end of this decade 
after edging closer to a cus- 
toms union, a senior Gulf 
official said in an interview 
published Monday. 

The six member states of 
the Gulf Cooperation Coun- 
cil (GCC). which seek to 
merge their oil-reliant econo- 
mies under a 1982 pact, have 
made progress in unifying 
their tariffs on foreign im- 
ports and a customs union is 
now in sight. GCC secretary 
general Sheikh Fahim A! 
Qassimi) told the Omani, 
magazine Al Karas. 

“I am optimistic a unified 
-customs tariff will see light 
before the end of this year 
and the common market be- 
fore the end of Lhis century,” 
he said. 

Gulf officials have said 
they have finished the classi- 
fication of most foreign pro- 
ducts which would be either 
taxed or exempted. More 


than 1.100 products would be 
listed under such a classifica- 
tion. 

GCC finance and economy 
ministers are due to approve 
the list before they present it 
in its final form to their heads 
of state at their annual sum-' 
mit in Muscat in December. 
.Launching of the customs un- 
ion is subject to endorsement 
by the GCC leaders. 

A customs union was sup- 
posed to be set up five years 
after the 1982 agreement but 
it was held up by differences 
among members on the size 
of the standard tariff. Some 
members hav'e insisted on 
high tariffs white others with 
low dudes want it to be mod- 
erate in line with their free 
market policies. 

Gulf officials have re- 
ported progress following 
several rounds of negotia- 
tions, with a compromise on 
a tariff of between eight and 
10 per cent. 

The proposals also include 


the creation of a fund to 
collect tax revenues and dis- 
tribute them proportionately 
among members. 

The 1982 accord also calls 
for free movement of trade 
and individuals, alignment of 
currencies and linking the 
stock markets of the six mem- 
bers — Saudi Arabia. 
Bahrain, Kuwait. Qatar. 
Oman and the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE). 

A GCC common market, 
which would be the fiist in 
the Middle East, would have 
a gross domestic product of 
more than S200 billion. It 
would also be the largest oil 
bloc and one of the biggest 
consumer markets in the 
world, with imports of more 
than S90 billion a year. 

“The GCCs efforts are 
now concentrating on the im- 
plementation of all articles of 
the economic pact to estab- 
lish the common market in 
the * coming stage,” Sheikh 
Fahim said. 


Israel’s bank 
lowers 
interest 
rate 


TEL AVIV (AP) — The 
Bank of Israel lowered in 
terest rates 0.3 per cent Mon- 
day. bringing its lending rate 
to commercial banks to an 
annual 13.2 per cent. 

The central bank has been 
steadily lowering interests 
recent months after its tight 
money policies succeeded 
slowing inflation. 

Prices rose only some three 
per cent in the first half of 
1994 and annual inflation is 
expected to be between 6-8 
per cent. Inflation in 1993 
was 14.5 per cent.. 

Industrialists have com 
plained that the high interest 
has propped up the Israeli 
shekel ' undercutting exports 

The shekel, at 2.94 to the 
U.S. dollar, is now at its 1993 
level. 


in 
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UAE insurers wary of new capital requirements 


DUBAI (R) — Insurers in 
the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) doubt that a new rule 
requiring them to raise their 
capital is the answer to weed- 
ing out the congested insur- 
ance sector. 

The economy ministry de- 
cided this month to give firms 
six years to reach a minimum 
capital of 50 million dirhams 
(S13.6 million), up from 10 
million dirhams (S2.73 mil- 
lion). 

Ministry officials said the 
new regulations aimed at 
forming strong insurance un- 
its and ridding the market of 
small operations with risk 
potentials. 

But the government's 
move has met with sceptic- 
ism. 

“The ministry’s directive 
will burden local companies 
with unneeded additional 
capital, which will remain 
idle or otherwise find its way 
to bank coffers, changing the 
nature of the insurance .op- 


eration," said one insurance 
analyst. 

The UAE’s large foreign 
community — about 75 per 
cent of the two million 
population — has provided 
fertile ground for profitable 
insurance schemes like life 
insurance. 

Other types include 
marine, property, health and 
cars — a particularly lucra- 
tive field in the UAE where 
the passion for four-wheel 
drive vehicles among nation- 
als and foreigners is evident. 

A drive to cut public is 
spending by abolishing two 
decades of generous subsidies 
on medical care for expatri- 
ates has lured foreign insur- 
ers to enter what is still seen 
as a virgin market.. 

Some insurance executives 
do see room for regulation. 

“The sector needs new reg- 
ulations to limit competition 
and stop and influx of foreign 
firms,” said one local execu- 
tive. 


But local insurers say that 
under -present market condi- 
tions, the new regulations, 
give foreign firms rich in 
capital and low on expendi- 
ture a clear advantage. 

Moreover the new rules 
may not have the desired 
effect of thinning out a 
crowded field. 

Said one analysts: “Insur- 
ance firms, high on accumu- 
lated reserves, will face no 
serious difficulties in boosting 
capital, nor will this discour- 
age new entrants to tbe 
already congested market.” 

Economy ministry figures 
show more than 200 insur- 
ance companies and agencies 
operating in the UAE, com- 
prising 19 local firms, 76 in- 
ternational companies and 
about 128 agencies that sell 
policies on behalf of big 
firms. 

Of the 19 local companies, 
only three have capital at or 
above the new level. Others 
will have to raise by up to five 


times their current capitalisa- 
tion levels. 

Unless smaller firms 
merge, the new rule will 
mean adding 539.4 million 
dirhams ($147.7 million) to 
the current aggregate capital 
of 520.6 million dirhams 
($142.6 million). 

But insurance executives 
argue that a capital increase 
does not technically eliminate 
risk, as their activities are 
governed by UAE laws that 
prohibit the use of paid-up 
capital to cover losses with- 
out shareholders’ approval. 

Brokers said the move 
would also affect the share 
market. 

They said insurance com- 
panies would increase their 
capita] by using reserves to 
issue bonus shares or offer 
new issues. 

“Either way it is going to 
have a negative effect on 
profitability,” said one brok- 
er.” “There will be a lot of 
angry shareholders.” 


- Iraqis get salary increases 


BAGHDAD (R) — Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein 
has ordered a salary increase 
of up to 70 per cent in an 
attempt to boost the declin- 
ing purchasing power of gov- 
ernment employees. 

The decision, carried on 
the front-pages of the state- 
run newspapers on Tuesday, 


followed big leaps in prices of 
essential commodities and 
another sharp slump in the 
value of the Iraqi dinar 
against the U.S. dollar. 

According to Saddam Hus- 
sein’s decree, civil servants 
will get a 50 per cent rise in 
their monthly salaries while 
members of the armed 


forces, internal security and 
intelligence will have their 
salaries increased by 70 per 
cent. 

The new raise, the fourth 
since the U.N. slapped a 
blanket embargo on Iraq for 
invading' Kuwait in August 
1990, will push the average 
monthly salary of Iraqi state 



ACROSS 
- 1 Director Frank 
6 Refrain syllable 
; 9 Comedian SaW 
;13 Curved 
" moldings 
-14 Lecher 
-16 Melody 
."17 Directs 

18 Warrant 

19 Estate or 
number 

20 Always, to poets 

21 Ireland 
24 Provides 

26 Hunter or 
Fleming 

27 Diamond 
measures 

29 Stole Ihe show 
from 

34 Wrong 

35 Torrent 

36 Corrida sound 

37 Speak 
irrationally 

38 Board game 

39 Inter — 

40 Billfold item 

41 Middays 

42 Chair styfe 

43 Traded 

45 Coercion 

46 Latin I word 

47 Mortise 
companion 

48 Oahu landmark 
53 Opal or ruby 

56 Belt 

57 Greek god 

58 Muse of poetry 

60 Speed along 

61 Bench or chair 

62 Squeal 

63 A Lindbergh 

64 Ironic 

65 Used 

. DOWN 

1 A Porter 

2 Playwright 
James 

3 Mississippi 
stream 

4 Like a ruby 

5 Agrees 

6 Shade makers 
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Puzzle solved: 



□ 

Q 

a 

a 

7 Laugh 
uproariously 

8 Halo 

a 

□ 

a 

□ 

a 

□ 

D 

□i 

□ 

□ 

□ 

i 


9 Boat dock 

10 Mine extracts 

1 1 Iranian coin 

12 Falsehood 
15 Joins 

22 Members of 
AMA: abbr. 

23 Palm product 
25 Freedom from 

worry 

27 St. John's bread 

28 Iowa church 
society 

29 Tum over 

30 Donner or 
Khyber 

31 Famous bridge 

32 Inventor Howe 

33 College figures 
35 Gum or horse 

end 

38 Crowns 


[srOETElTl 


□QQQQ 


w 


■a 


u G 

S M 

P A 


BYE 


E_ C 

A R 

I a TTT 


CL 


H A I 
O N V! 


P L El 


ON 


I E flj 
KEF 


l El 


I S ' 
S 71 


u 

li 

t 


Q 

Q 

E 

a 

U 

U 

L 

Li 

a 

□ 

B 

□ 

□ 



i 

ran 




r«i| 

u 

nn 


a 

BE 

□ 

D 

□Q 

□ 

a 



□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 


□ 

a 

a 







39 Flying start 

41 Jules Verne's 
captain 

42 Rips 

.44 Mexican dish 
45 Goddess: La!. 

47 Peevish 

48 Computer info 


49 Clad or will 
opener 

50 Very long time 

51 Sketched 

52 Leam 

54 Thames school 

55 — Blanc 
59 Music style 


employees to about 5,000 di- 
nars. But that remains to be 
hardly enough to buy two 
chickens on the local market. 

The monthly salary of ab- 
out 150 dinars prior to the 
U.N. sanctions was enough 
to buy the- basic needs of aver- 
age Iraqis. 

The rate of price increases 
still far exceeds salaries. 
According to U.N. estimates, 
prices of essential commod- 
ities surged between May 
1990 and Mav 1995 by nearly 
850 times. ' 

Many people rely on the 
meagre rations provided by 
the government. The rations 
meet about 50 per cent of a 
person’s monthly needs of 
sugar, rice, flour and cooking 
oil. 

A 1-kilogramme of chicken 
was sold at 2.100 dinars in 
Baghdad on Tuesday, up 
from 1 ,350 a week ago. 
Cooking oil surged to 1 .500 a 
kilogramme, from 1. 000. A 
tray of 30 eggs jumped to 
2.400 from 2.000. 

The local currency con- 
tinued its decline against the 
U.S. dollar on Tuesday. The 
dinar traded at more than 
1750 to the dollar on the 
black market, up from 1450 a 
week ago. 

To supplement their salar- 
ies. many civil servants are 
driving taxis in Baghdad or 
have joined the army of petty 
traders in the capital. 

On the pavements of the 
city’s thoroughfares, vendors 
line up selling shoes, spare 
parts, electrical appliances 
and also some banned foreign 
goods like jeans, beverages 
and sweets. The authorities 
do not interfere. 

Meanwhile, the number of 
beggars in streets, mosques 
and churches is on the rise. 

Iraq’s economy, devas- 
tated by the U.N. ’sanctions, 
is in the grip of rampant 
inflation. The government, 
its oil exports blocked by the 
embargo and assets abroad 
frozen, has little means to 
interfere. 

Baghdad turned down a 
U.N. offer earlieT this year 
allowing it to sell limited 
amounts of oil to pay for 
urgent humanitarian needs.' 
saying the conditions infringe 
on its sovereignty. 

The country is also facing a 
scarcity of supplies which 
forced the government last 
October to slash food rations 
distributed at give-away 
prices by as much as half. 

Baghdad traders said they 
feared the new raise would 
fuel inflation and cause furth- 
er roercasrf in prices. 


EU says it is among most open economies to trade 


GENEVA (R) — The Euro- 
pean Union (EU) argued in a 
report published on Tuesday 
that it was among the most 
open to foreign trade of the 
major world economies and 
ahead of the other two top 
traders, the United States 
and Japan. 

But diplomats said tbe 
assertion was disputed at a 
closed-door meeting of de- 
legations to the World Trade 
Organisation (WTO) by EU 
trading partners, including 
the United States, Canada 
and Australia. 

The EU made the claim in 
an analysis provided to the 
WTO as part of- the new 
global trade watchdog’s prog- 
ramme of reviews of the 
trade policies of its members, 
currently 100. 

Trade figures since the last 
review two years ago under 


the old General Agreement 
on Ta riffs and Trade 
(GATT) “demonstrate that 
the EC (EU) has remained 
one of the most open of all 
major economies,” the Brus- 
sels report declared - 

On the basis of the percen- 
tage of gross domestic pro- 
duct (GDP) contributed by 
trade in goods and services,* 
the EU with a relatively con- 
sistent 22-25 per cent over the 
past 15 years was more open 
than die United States, with 
21-22 per cent, it said. 

It was well ahead of Japan, 
for whom the percentage 
contribution of trade to GDP 
had declined sharply since 
the early 1980s to a low of 16 
per cent, the analysis said. 

A report by the WTO sec- 
retariat, tbe centrepiece of 
such reviews, did not itself 


Oman changes public work hours 


DUBAI (R) — Oman has 
decided to readjust govern- 
ment working hours to ex- 
pand private-sector and fore- 
ign business contacts as a step 
in opening its economy, 
Oman News Agency (ONA) 
said on Tuesday. 

It quoted Minister of State 
for Development Affairs 
Mohammad Bin Mousa Al 
Youssef as saying public sec- 
tor hours will be from 0900 
local (0500 GMT) to 1600 
local (1200 GMT) from Au- 
gust 1. 

They are now 0730 local 


(033.0 GMT) to 1430 (1030 
GMT). 

“It is one part of our future 
directives to develop human 
resources and qualify Omanis 
to face coming challenges.” 
ONA quoted Mr. Youssef as 
saying on Omani Television 
on Monday night. It “will 
enable more contacts with 
the outside world." 

Oman, a small oil produc- 
er. is privatising its economy 
and trying to encourage fore- 
ign investment. It allows 
. foreigners to trade to a li- 
mited extent on its official 
stock market. 


contest the claim, focussing 
on describing in neutral terms 
EU trade policies and the 
measures adopted to pursue 
them. 

However, trade diplomats 
said Brussels came under 
heavy fire during dosed-door 
debate in the fledgling trade 
body, launched on January 1 
to absorb the GATT by the 
end of tbis'year, from a range 
of trading nations. 

They said Central Amer- 
ican countries bitterly criti- 
cised the EU over its banana 
import restrictions, main- 
tained with some changes to 
protect imports from former 
'European colonies despite 
GATT findings that they 
violate world trade rules. 

The United States has hit 
out strongly this year at EU 
policies ranging from the 
grain trade through the bana- 
na issue to what it sees as 
Germany's refusal to open up 
its power-generating industry 
to tenders from U.S. firms. 

Issue of the WTO report 
and the debate coindded 
with talks in Washington be- 
tween EU Trade Commis- 
sioner Sir Leon Brittan and 
top U.S. officials on the over- 


all relationship between the 

“hfteen talk on 
both sides of the Atlantic 

recently of creation of a toe 

trade area linking the EU 
with North Amenra but »e 
idea has been played d<£^by 
senior officials m Washington 
and Brussels. . . 

In its report, white : add- 
ing direct criticism the wru 
secretariat noted that the EU 
“remains one of the most 
frequent users of anti- 
dumping remedies’ in tne 
GATTZWrO system with 156- 
measures in force at the end 

of 1994. , ■ 

In meat, dairy products 
and cereals, it said, tighter 
rules agreed under the 
world trade treaty on export 
subsidies and subsidised ex- 
port volumes could gradually 
narrow the extent of disposal 
of surpluses and their effect 
on world markets. 

It said "the EU had rnade 
“significant headway” in 
liberalising the telecom- 
munications equipment mid 
services markets, but noted it 
had made no access commit- 
ments to other countries on 
audiovisual services. 


FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY, JULY 26, 1995 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer. Carroll Righter Foundation 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) This morning is fine for increasing 
your efficiency at career activities, but tonight steer clear of a 
partner who is not thinking straight. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Getting into the details of any 
project at hand can make them profitbaie, but avoid a new venture 
this evening. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) Even while at business, think about 
home affairs so that you can improve them. Be very wise in handling 
practical affairs. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to July 21) This is a fine day to go 
shopping and get your errands run, but show gentility at home this 
evening. '' 

JJLEO: . (July Jo-,AugustJil) Coocennlare on financial affairs this 

morning, antf’iinprove them. Drive, with care; especially on the 
highways. . »■» 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) Study your reflection in the 
mirror and see how to make yourself more charming, but forget 
about money angles. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) You can gel private affairs 
well handled during this today but don’t become irate tonight about 
what you can do little about. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) By doing small courtesies 
for friends and acquaintances today, you can gain their goodwill and 
devotion. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) See how you can 
handle your tasks more efficiently, and this evening don’t permit a 
friend who is upset to confuse you. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) You get a worthwhile 
idea this morning but then you should study every facer of it before 
putting it in operation. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) Make sure you do your 
tasks well today, then make collections. Impress others with your 
ability to keep promises. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) This is a good day to have much 
conversation with partners and know just where you stand where 
interests are concerned. 

Birthstone of July: Ruby — Tiger’s Eye 


THE BETTER HALF,, By Glasbergen 



“I admit my new boss is beautiful, 
intelligent, witty, charming and smells 
wonderfuL.but that doesn’t fhean I’m 
attracted to her!” 


- THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Horn! Arnold and Mika Argirion 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one tetter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words- 


SOLED 

- • ••! - 

— r y_3,_ ■ 

V J 



era toimimi santa. ie 


OAQUT 

* 


? Y v 


INGRYP 


I 



n 


YAF 

FOL 

- > 
L J 



GETTING ALL 
THE HAY 6TOREP 
GAVE THEM THIS. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


* — - * rxm -n run 


Yesterday's 


. . (Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: ABASH TULLE CHEERY POLICY 
Answer How they tackled the pickling chore — 

WITH REUSH 


TELL YOUR 
RI6MT FIELDER 
TO STOP 
WINKING AT ME.. 

n— 



MY CATCHER 
5AY5 FOR YOU 
' TO STOP 
| WINKING AT HIM! 
TU 



I canYwelp 

IT. .IT'S A 
SPONTANEOUS 
REACTION.. 


\fiONK' 



H 





I LOVE THOSE 
(SPONTANEOUS 
REACTIONS! 



Andy Capp 



THE ONE WHO GOT ) 
► A PRIZE IN THS < 
NATIONAL LOTTERY? 


YOU DON'T TWINK HE ) 
GOT MARRIED FOR. A 
HIS HEALTH, DO vou? 



Mutton 9 Jeff 



& 


A 


* 
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Tarawneh: 
200,000 
illegal 
workers in 
Jordan 

A bout 200,000 for- 
eign labourers work 
win Jordan illegally. 
Secretary General- of the 
Ministry of Labour Saleh 
Tarawneh said. Mr. 
Tarawneh said foreign 
labourers who work legally 
in the Kingdom number 
only 42,000. He said 
Jordan would not resort to 
mass evictions of illegal 
_> workers, but would work 
on organising the labour 
market. He noted that only 
about 2,500 illegal foreign 
workers were ordered to 
leave the Kingdom in. 
1994. Institutions that 
employ foreign labourers 
illegally are usually given a 
deadline to replace these 
labourers with Jordanian 
job-seekers, Mr. Tarawneh 
said. Disclosing that the 
ministry has sent to the 
Council of Ministers rec- 
ommendations aimed at or- 
ganising the labour market 
and reducing the number of 
foreign labourers, he said 
these recommendations, 
which would be put to im- 
plementation as soon a* 
they are approved by the 
Cabinet, take into consider- 
ation the interests of the 
productive sectors, mainly . 
the agricultural and -services • 
sectors, as well as the inter- 
ests of Jordanian job-seek-* 
ers. ‘ The ministry, he 
stressed, will - ensure that 
none of the economic sec- 
tors will be affected by the 
ministry’s measures. The 
secretary general said the 
new measures, which will 
be taken in a bid to reduce 
the foreign workforce, will 
exclude workers in the agri-_ 
cul tural a nd services sec- 
tors, professors at Jordanian 
universities and nurses. The 
new measures, he contin- 
ued, will aim to make 
Jordanian job-seekers re- 
place foreigners working in 
the tourism sector, particu- 
larly hotels and first class 
restaurants. He asserted that 
Jordan was cooperating 
with Egypt to organise the 
flow of'Egyptian labourers 
into the Kingdom. 
Dwelling on another topic, 
Mr. Tarawneh said 
Jordanian expatriate 
workers numbers 330,000, 
•with 200,000 of them 
-working in Arab countries. jJ 
He said the number could 
easily increase in Arab 
countries which need 
.Jordanian expertise in case 
restrictions facing 
’> Jordanians in these coun- 
tries are removed (Al 
( Aswaq). 

** The technical committee 
of the Greater Amman 
Municipality has finalised 
studying offers presented by 
34 foreign companies to es- 
tablish a garbage recycling 
plant at the Ruseifa garbage 
disposal site, Amman 
Mayor Mamdouh A1 
Abbadi said. Dr. Abbadi 
said the municipality's fi- 
nancial committee will dis- 
cuss in the coming few 
■days financial and technical 
offers presented by these 
companies, which include' 
some from Japan, the U.S. 
and Europe. After opening 
the sealed bids, said the' 
mayor, the municipality 
will start looking for fi-" 1 
nanciejs for the project and 
will then select one of the 
bidders. A preliminary 
technical study prepared by 
the municipality estimated 
that the project would cost 
JD 20 million (AJ Ra’iV 


World oil prices lifted by late buying surge 


LONDON (R) — World oil 
prices staged a late surge on 
Monday inspired by strong 
buying of product futures in 
the United States. 

- However, London traders 
were reluctant to predict a 
rapid turnaround from the J4 
a barrel slide over the past 
two months. 

London September futures 
for Benchmark North Sea 


Brent blend ended six cents 
higher at $15.67 a barrel, 
having hit a new 10-month 
low early in the day at S15.41. 

Dealers had said weakness 
on U.S. gasoline markets 
continued to delay any price 
recovery. But, after a week 
of steady falls, U.S. gasoline 
futures regained 11.30 a gal- 
lon on Monday. 

Earlier, dealers had said 


the short-term direction was 
difficult to divine, but be- 
lieved the odds were growing 
against any further significant 
price slide. % 

“The market is telling us 
we should nor sell the current 
levels but cover some short 
postions and see if the mar- 
ket can break upwards." one 
London-based broker said. 

Surplus Iranian cargoes are 


weighing on crude markets 
but key North Sea supply- 
demand fundamentals appear 
to have improved in the last 
day or so, said oil dealers. 

“With all these barrels 
moving out of the region or 
into storage I would expea 
(North Sea price) differen- 
tials to continue to firm," a 
North Sea trader said. 


Iran turns to oil tankers to beat U.S. sanctions 


DUBAI (R) — Iran has char- 
tered 2& giant oil tankers in 
an apparent bid to beat U.S. 
trade sanctions and maintain 
hard currency export earn- 
ings from oil sales. 

The figure was given by 
Mohammad Souri, chairman 
of the National IranianTank- 
er Company (NITQ. which 
is responsible for securing 
vessels to export crude pro- 
duced by the state National 
Iranian Oi! Company 
(NIOC). 

Speaking to Reuters late 
on Monday, Mr. Souri did 
not say when the tankers 
were chartered, but western 
shipping brokers estimate 
that NITC has leased approx- 
imately 20 vessels from the 
spot and time-charter tankeF 
market since the beginning of 
June. 

Iran's increasing recourse 
to the international shipping 


market followed Whire 
House trade sanctions that, 
came into effect last month 
and halted an annual trade 
worth $4 billion of Iranian oil 
bolight by American oil com- 
panies. 

The White House imposed 
sanctions because of Tehran's 
alleged sponsorship of terror- 
ism and its desire to develop 
nuclear weapons, charges 
which Iran consistently de- 
• nies. 

Before the embargo. U.S. 
firms lifted about one quarter 
of Iran's crude expons of 2.5 
million barrels per day 
(BPD) and used their own or 
leased tankers to transport 
crude from Iranian terminals. 

With U.S. firms now ban- 
ned from going to Iran. 
NIOC, through NITC. has' 
had to sell more crude on its 
own behalf, which explains 
why NITC has srepped up its 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling 
rates for leading world currencies and gold against the 
dollar at midsession on the London Foreign Exchange and 
bullion markets Tuesday. 


One sterling 
One ounce of gold S386.65/387.I5 


1.3564/74 

Canadian dollar 

1. 3850/60 

Deutschemarks 

1.5520/30 
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Swiss francs 

28.48/52 

Belgian francs 

4.8075/25 

French francs 

1594.S/9.6 
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87.41/51 

Japanese yen 

7.1175/75 

Swedish crowns 

6.1550/00 

Norwegian crowns 

5.3925/75 

Danish crowns 

J 1.5964/74 



tanker chartering activity, in- 
dustry sources in the Gulf 
say. 

“Due to NIOC's surplus 
supply of oil, NITC increased 
its activities accordingly." 
Souri -said. . 

But Mr. Souri explained 
the surplus not in terms of 
U.S. sanctions. He said it was 
because repair and overhaul 
work .at some of Iran's re- 
fineries had freed up oil for 
export. 

He said other factions that 
were increasing Iran’s ex- 
ports included not weather in 
Iran that was reducing 
domesric -oil consumption, 
much of it used for heating. 

Oil traders say that fears 
that NIOC is selling more of 
its crude on its own acccount 
rather than finding 
long-term customers to 


replace lost U.S. sales has led 
to pressure on oil prices. 

NIOC marketing officials 
say these fears are misplaced 
and that exports have found 
markets in Europe and the 
Far East. 

The 28 tankers chartered 
by NITC are very large crude 
carriers, which can each load 
around two million barrels of 
oil. and ultra large crude 
carriers, which can carry four 
million barrels. Mr. Souri 
said. 

Bankers also believe NITC 
may be booking vessels simp- 
ly to act as storage vessels, j 
sign that NIOC may have 
been encountering difficulties 
in finding outlers for rt£ sales. 

Mr. Souri said that NITC 
had no immediate or future 
plans for the use of storage 
tankers. 


Saudi NIC chairman resigns 


MANAMA (R) — The chair- 
man of Saudi Arabia's 
National Industrialisation 
Company (NIC) announced 
on Tuesday his resignation 
from the firm, which is partly 
owned by Saudi billionaire 
Prince Al Waleed Bin Talai. 

aA NIC statement did not 
give a reason for Mr. Abdul 
Aziz Al Ghaly's resignation 
from the NIC Board of 
Directors and as chairman, a 
post he had held since April 
1994. 

Last month. Prince Al 
Waleed and a group of Saudi 
investors bought a 50 per cent 
stake in NIC. which has 
shown net profit declines in 


the past two years. 

It said last’ week pre-tax 
profit in the first half of - 1995 
fell to 5.7 million rivals (SI. 5 
million) compared to 6.3 mil- 
lion rivals (SI. 7 million) in 
the same period of 1994. 

The prince, who is NICs 
major shareholder, has a his- 
tory of rescuing troubled 
companies, injecting cash 
and new management into 
them and turning losses into 
profits. 

. NIC. traded in the Saudi 
market, was established in 
1983 to ser up petrochemical, 
chemical, electrical and 
mechanical engineering pro- 
jects in the kingdom. 


AMMAH FINANCIAL 

HOUSING BANK CENTER AMOK - SHMKISANI 
TELEPHONE! 607171 / 607179 

ORGANIZED MARKET SHARE PRICE LIST FOR TUSKDAY 25/07/1995 
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COMPANY'S NAME 

NO. OF 

VALUE 

PREV, CLOSING 


SHARKS 

TRADED 

CLOSING PRICE 

• 

TRADED 

JD 

PRICE 


ARAB BANK Pic 

180 

38570 

214.500 

213.500 

JORDAN NATIONAL BANK 

3280 

14949 

4.S50 

4.610 

BANK OF JORDAN 

250 

845 

3.3B0 

3.380 

MIDDLE EAST INVESTMENT BANK. 

4315 

5764 

1.330 

1.330 

THE ROUSING BANK 

2550 

20413 

8.010 

8.000 

JORDAN KUWAIT BANK 

452 

1267 

2.830 

2.810 

JORDAN GULP BANK 

6900 

8217 

1.210 

' 1.180 

JORDAN ISLAMIC BANK 

5755 

21495 

3.740 

3.750 

UNION BANK FOR SAVING fi INVESTMENT 

1000 

4330 

4.350 

4.330 

BEIT KLMAL SAVXNG£ INVESTMENT FOR BOUSING 3000 

11167 

3.670 

3.720 

AMMAN BANK FOR INVESTMENT 

37080 

40561 

1.100 

1.090 

ARAB BANKING CORPORATION/ JORDAN 

850 

4505 

£.300 

5.300 

PHILADELPHIA INVESTMENT BANK. 

9750 

16455 

1.690 

1.680 

BANKS SECTOR 

75362 

1B8S37 

INDEX NUMBER! 177.5! 


JORDAN FRENCH INSURANCE 
ARAB LIFE £ ACCIDENT INSURANCE 
THE NATIONAL ARLIA INSURANCE 


2340 

300 

200 


-O.J3* 


6358 

795 

600 


2.720 2.710 
2.650 2.6SO 
3 . 000 3 . OOO 


Z N5URAHCE 


SECTOR 


JORDANIAN ELECTRIC POWER 

JORDAN HIKES MINERAL 

JORDAN NATIONAL SHIPPING LINES 

NATIONAL PORTFOLIO SECURITIES 

REAL ESTATE 'INVESTMENT 

JORDAN INTERNATIONAL TRADING CEN T ER 

UNITED MIDDLE EAST £ COMMODORE HOTELS 

ARAB INTER. FOR INVESTMENT £ EDUCATION 


SERVICES 


SECTOR 


2840 

7753 

INDEX NUMBER: 136.33 
CHANGE : -0.05* 

28189 

47112 

1.680 

1.670 

300 

765 

2.600 

2.550 

1050 

3031 

2. 880 

2.880 

2081 

4749 

2.260 

2.270 

900 

945 

1.060 

1.050 

6050 

7255 

1.200 

1.190 „ 

1100 

2468 

2.260 

2.240 

1700 

5508 

3.220 

3.240 '| 

41450 

72276 

INDEX NUMBER: 129.34 


ATTAMQEKP CONST. MATERIAL MANUFACTURING 
THE JORDAN CEMENT FACTORIES 
JORDAN PHOSPHATE MIRES 
THE ARAB POTASH . 

JORDAN PETROLEUM .REF I NARY 

THE INDUSTRIAL COMMERCIAL fi AGRICULTURAL 

THE JORDAN WORSTED MILLS 

ARAB PHARMACEUTICAL MANUFACTURING 

JORDAN CBRAKIC INDUSTRIES 

RAFIA INDUSTRIES 

DAR AL DAMA DEVELOPMENT £ INV EST MEN T 
ARAB INVESTMENT fi IXERNATIONAL TRADE 
ARAB ALUMINIUM INDUSTRY . 

LIVESTOCK fi POULTRY 
ARAB PAPER CONVERTING fi TRADING 
NATIONAL STEEL INDUSTRY 
NATIONAL INDUSTRIES 

INTERMEDIATE PETRO-CHBMICAL INDUSTRIES 

JORDAN ROCKWOOL INDUSTRIES 

NATIONAL CABLE fi WIRE MANUFACTURING 

JORDAN SULPHO-CHEMXCALS 

ARAB CENTER FOR PHARM. £ CHEMICALS 

UNIVERSAL MODERN INDUSTRIES 

JORDAN INDUSTRIAL RESOURCES CO. 

JORDAN NEW CABLE COMPANY 


CHANGE 


-0.04* 


INDUSTRIAL 


SECTOR 


GRAND TOTAL 


500 

60S 

2.230 

1.210 

10368 

38110 

3.700 

3.690 

3150 

9519 

3.050 

3.030 

1450 

7364 

5.100 

5.070 

2852 

29B7B 

10.480 

10.470 

2450 

8137 

J .350 

3.350 

1250 

9625 

7.750 

7.700 

26056 

136146 

5.140 

5.220 

626 

3648 

5.820 

5.830 

1250 

3150 

2.510 

2.520 

2150 

16663 

7.800 

7.750 

5000 

3935 

.790 

.770 

100 

515 

5.200 

5.150 

250 

>25 

.500 

.500 

5450 

7840 

1.450 

1.430 

22000 

55350 

2.470 

2.530 

3000 

3270 

1.080 

1.090 

900 

2065 

2.280 

2.310 

60250 

68083 

1.090 

1.130 

750 

3675 

4.850 

4-. 900 

1350 

2174 

1.610 

1T610 

3000 

6690 

2.230 

2.230 

15800 

53573 

3.400 

3.360 

5550 

11824 

2.140 

2.120 

3600 

6457 . 

1.800 

1.790 

179197 

489177 

INDEX NUMBER: 129.46 
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CHANGE 

: -0,19* 


29B849 


757743 INDEX NUMBER: ' 153.75 
CHANGE : -0.26* 


NO. OF TRADED SHARES IN PARALLEL MARKET 
VALUE TRADED IN PARALLEL MARKET 


198395 

232326 
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FURNISHED 

APARTMENT FOR RENT 

In Shmeisani, 3 
bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, 
ground floor, 280 sq.m.. 
Other apartments and 
villas furnished l 
unfurnished / for rent & 
sale. 


A SECURE 

. . Hotel.. 

Swolflyeh 



f.O.TEL 

^ -SECURITY 
^HOSPITALITY 
^GASTRONOMY , 




DOLLAR 


RUNT A CAR 


Make Car 
Rental Simple 


Shmeiscini 

Tel: 693399 


All Suites Hotel 

FLAT .O. TEL 
4 A l till 4_aJa,yt 
lap* gra&e AjSjLiB 

863944-81 6690 


For Rent 


^Deluxe Furnished J 
ccand Unfurnished drj 

Lb 

£ Vi lias apartments 

^and office Space m 

cc. ad 

0T0 Suit all Budgets ,0) 

681113 688816 

For Rent - For Rent 



SANABEL 

REAL ESTATE 

T«L 864230 
Fax. 864231 



MING-SHING 
Chinese Restaurant 

The Best Cooking,- 
Best Service. 

Best Atmosphere in Amman 
Deir Ghbar - American 
Embassy Str. near EtaytunsQ 
Housing Estate 
Open from: 

12 noon - 3:30 cun. II 
6:30 - 11:30 pun. If 
* TeL:8$183$ | 



Quality in Lamps, lighting 

and, electrical materials 

OSRAM 

Germany 

SCHWABE 

Germany 

WOFI 

Germany 

LEUCI 

Italy 

ERC 

Italy 

PUK 

Italy 

AND OTHERS 
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Cfc! 


Quality Furnished Suites 


One and Two Bedrooms 
Resonable Rates For 
Short or Long Stay 


5th Circle - 692672 



awdOyioh 



AUTHENTIC 

[ITALIAN RESTAURANT | 
labal Amman 
Tel 638212 

Air-conditioned Lounge 
and Outside Terrace 



•£>> 


CROWN HOTEL 
fiOLUHPiesax 
swoiumc POOL 
*mwiscouRT . 

frttUMt & JACUZZI 
TEL- 758180 
SALES OFFICE 
6058454901*7 

RADIO 4 TV 
STATION RD. 



J^E^VNn^yURENT 



UP TO 50% 


BADIA BOUTIQUE 

Ext* Ranbow St. 

Tel; 657094 



















sports 


JORDAN TIMES, WEDNESDAY, JIN Y K, S^_ 


Maradona, Caniggia 
to join Boca Juniors 


BUENOS AIRES, Argenti- 
na (AP) ' — Diego Maradona, 
whose worldwide soccer ban 
for drug abuse expires in 
September, signed a two- 
and-a-half year contract 
Monday with his old club. 
Boca Juniors. 


Sitting in the club's 
cafeteria where he tearfully 
announced last September 
that he felt “as good as dead" 
and was quitting after receiv- 
ing his second 15-month ban. 
Maradona, 34, said he was 
puning the past behind him. 

‘‘There’s no point thinking 
of the bad times because I 
want to enjoy this wonderful 
moment." Maradona said. 

He was flanked by former 
international teammate Cla- 
duio Caniggia. who also 
signed a one-year contract for 
the club. 


Between them. Maradona 
and Caniggia have been side- 
lined for 43 months for drug- 
related offences in the last 
four years. Now.* they are 
bidding to resurrect their 
careers in what Argentine 
soccer fans already are calling 
the “dream team.” 

“To be here with Caniggia 


is a dream come true." said 
Maradona, who will be eligi- 
ble to play again on Sept. 28. 
“We were both kicked out of 
soccer together and now 
we're returning together. 

The exact terms of the two 
contracts were not disclosed, 
but unconfirmed press re- 
ports say Maradona will re- 
ceive approximately $8 mil- 
lion in wages and bonuses 
during his contract. Caniggia 
reportedly will earn Si mil- 
lion. 

Maradona and Caniggia 
have been training for two 
weeks with Boca. Argenti- 
na's most popular club, which 
has won only one league title 
(1991) since Maradona 
guided them to the 1981 
crown. 

Just three months ago. 
Boca President Antonio 
Alegre asked Maradona not 
to watch home matches as his 
presence was putting too 
much pressure on the team 
and the manager. 

Alegre said he would ask 
FIFA, the world's governing 
body of soccer, to ease Mara- 
dona's ban to allow him to 
start the new season in Au- 
gust. 


In 1981. Maradona left to 
play in Europe with Barcelo- 
na in Spain. Napoli in Italy 
and Sevilla in Spain. The 
stocky midfielder's career 
then was plagued by con- 
troversy. 


In 1991 he was banned for 
15 months for cocaine abuse 
while playing for Italy's 
Napoli. The following year, 
he was arrested in Buenos 
Aires for drugs possession. 

In February 1994, he fired 
an air rifle at reporters out- 
side his home, injuring four. 
The incident occurred the 
iay after he was released by 
prst division side Newell's 
Did Boys for repeatedly mis- 
sing training sessions. 


He was then kicked out of 
last year’s World Cup finals 
after testing positive t for 
performance-enhancing 
drugs after a much-publicised 
comeback. 

Caniggia, then playing for 
Italy's AC Roma, was ban- 
ned in March 1993 for 13 
months after testing positive 
for cocaine after playing a 
league match. He played last 
year on loan for Portugal's 
Benfica. 


Chief of cycling union is 
against mandatory helmets 


FORLI. Italy (R) — The 
president of the International 
Cycling Union (UCI) was 
quoted on Tuesday as saying 
it would be “ridiculous" to 
force riders to wear crash ■ 
helmets at all rimes during 
races. 

“We have spoken a great 
deal about the tragedy of 
Fabio Casartelli and the 
problems of helmets." the 
Gazzetta Dello Sport quoted 
Hein Verbruggen as telling, 
reporters at the World Junior 
cycling Championships in 


Forli. 

“We have been debating 
this subject (the use of hel- 
mets) for four years and un- 
fortunately we still have nor 
found a solution," he said. 

“Even on this occasion, the 
UCI has decided not to 
change its position: Forcing 
athletes to wear a helmet 
would be ridiculous in certain 


situations.' 

Italian Olympic champion 
Casartelli died last week dur- 
ing the Tour de France when 
he fractured his skull in a fall 


during a fast descent on the 
15th stage in the Pyrenees. 

Casartelli. who left a 
widow and young son. was 
not wearing a crash helmet at 
the time. His death stunned. 
Italy and prompted calls for 
the mandatory use of hel- 
mets. 

There is currently no stan- 
dard international ruling on 
the use of helmets. Some 
countries insist bn riders 
wearing them in all races 
while others, such as France, 
do not. . * 



HASHEMITE KINGDOM OF JORDAN 
ARAB POTASH COMPANY LTD. 
Advertisement Pro-Qualification 




Suitably experienced companies are invited to 
prequalifiy to tender for the contract below: 


1. PROJECT DESCRIPTIO 

Arab Potash Company intends to erect a new plant to 
produce high purity industrial potash (min. 99.2% KCL, Dry 
basis). Dryer dust collected from existing potash refineries 
shall be considered the main suitable source for processing 
and producing 50,000 tonnes per year of high purity 
industrial potash, suitable for electrolysis in chlor - alkali 
industry and other chemical applications. This plant is to be 
located at the southern end of the Dead Sea, near the town 
of Safi / Jordan. 


2. SCOPE OF THE CONTRACT 


Contract shall cover design, engineering, procurement, 
supply, construction, commissioning, testing, start - up, and 
putting into normal operation, an industrial potash plant at 
Safi / Jordan, for the production of high purity industrial 
potash to be used as feed for producing caustic potash by 
hot crystallization process. Capacity of the plant shall be 
seven (7) tonnes per hour (50,000 tonnes per year). Supply 
of material and all construction of Elector-Mechanical, civil 
works and buildings requirements shall be included in the 
contract. 


3. PRE-QUALIFICATION DOCUMENTS 


Application documents for pre-qualification are available free 
of charge from: 

Arab Potash Company Ltd, 
Shmeisani - Purchasing Dept. 
P.O.Box 1470, Amman - Jordan 
Tel. 666165, 687289 Fax 674416 

Completed applications are to be returned by August 31, 
1995 to the Arab Potash Company - Shmeisani - 
Purchasing Dept. 

S. Hawari 
Managing Director 


Hill suggests public show of 
reconciliation with Schumacher 


BONN (AFP) — Damon Hill 
believes that he and archrival 
Michael Schumacher should 
make a public show of recon- 
ciliation this weekend, after 
weeks of sniping by the top 
two Formula One drivers. 

Hill, in a lengthy interview 
with -German magazine 
Bunte, suggests that he and 
the world champion get in the 
same car for the traditional 
driver parade around the 
Hockenheim circuit before 
Sunday's German Grand 
Prix. 

The British driver told the 


magazine: “Pass on my idea 
to Schuamcher ... let’s get in 


to Schuamcher ... let’s get in 
the same car to show that 
we’re sportsmen who believe 
in fair-play. Usually, only 
team-mates are in together. 

“I'm keen to know if 
Michael would agree." 

The two men have had 
scrapes both on and off the 
circuits this season, but both 
now appear willing to bury 
the hatchet. 

Schumacher described Hill 
last week as a “good man" 
and said Hill's shunt at the 
British Grand Prix, which put 


both men out of the race, just 
showed the Englishman's de- 
sire to win. 

Hill was even more com- 
plimentary about Schu- 
macher, who also leads thjs 
year's driver's championship, 
telling Bunte; "For me, he is 
the great talent of the last 10 
years. Someone who wins the 
world championship at 25 
must be considered as one of 
the greats in Formula One 
histoiy." 

Asked about which of 
Schumacher's qualities Hill 
would like to have, the En- 
glishman replied: “The nine 
ye.ars -that he has less than 
me. and his experience. 
Obviously, I'm older but he 
has been driving longer than 
me — in karting and motor 
racing. No-one can cake that 
aWay from him.” 

As for their row over the 
Silvers tone shunt, when Hill 
tried to squeeze through on 
the inside of a tight bend, the 
Williams driver said: “Our 
accident was damaging for 
Formula One. I don't want to 
have a personal quarrel with 
him, I don't really know him. 


“All I know is that he's an 
extraordinary driver.” 

The Englishman also 
sought to distance himself 
from remarks about the Ger- 
man in which he Called him a 
sponsors' “done.” 

“Drivers who have too 
many advertising, commit- 
ments sometimes behave like 
robots ... what I said is that 
with the pressure and the 
sponsors, some drivers seem 
to me to be clones." 

On a persona! level, Bunte 
also asked Hill about his for- 
mer world champion father, 
Graham, who died in a plane 
crash when his son was 15. 

“His popularity has often 
weighed on me,” he admit- 
ted. “I'm nor really a believ- 
er, I don’t pray before or 
after races, but I do know 
one thing, father is never far 
from my. thoughts. I know 
that he sees what I'm doing." 

Hill also spoke about hi£ 
handicapped son, and a 
foundation that receives 
money from Formula One, 
rwhich the Englishman has 
started to help other hand- 
icapped children. 
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Match-fixing case will Portugal_to protest 
drag on, says solicitor against FIFA rap 

. .... . v n_ f 


LONDON (AFP) — The 
case against football trio 
Bruce Grobbelaar. John 
Fashanu and Hans Segers. at 
the centre of Segers' solicitor 
said here Tuesday. 

The three are accused of 
conspiring together and with 
others to accept cash to influ- 
ence the outcome of football 
matches. 

-Solicitor Mel Goldberg 
told GMTV: “On October 11 
everyone has to go back to 
Southampton magistrates 
court where they - will have 
the opportunity of asking for 
the case to be retired either 
by the magistrates or by the 
Crown Court. 

“It is very likely all parties 
will choose to go to Crown 
Court, so the October 11 
hearing may be very short 
and it.'s likely the case will be 
heard next year. 

“It's not good for Hans 
Jhat-thi^is hanging over his 
bed. Any ^normal person 
would be worried. He would 
very much like the case to be 


tomorrow so he can get on 
with playing football, which 
is what he does best.” 
Wimbledon goalkeeper Se- 
gers. who said he was “gobs- 
macked" when police 
charged him, maintains his 
innocence, as do Aston Villa 
striker Fashanu and South- 
ampton goalkeeper Grobbe- 
laar. 


The trio, together with 
Malaysian businessman Heng 
Suan Lim and Fashanu's wife 
Melissa Kassa-Mapsi. face a 
total of 11 charges. 


England's football author- 
ities have taken the ‘innocent 
until proven guilty* approach 
with the Football Association 
(FA) confirming they would 
suspend their ownwinvestiga- 
tions until all criminal pro- 
ceedings are complete. 

However, Gordon Taylor, 
the Chief Executive of the 
Pr^f essron^iFoot baj I er s ' 
Association r (’PFA 4 gtt:Said: 
“This case has cast -a large 
shadow over the game. It will 


SPECIAL OFFER 


HAWATMEH 


STORES 


Swefieh, near Isticlal Library 
Tel: 820048 




LACOSTE LACOSTE 

* Men’s and women’s SHORTS 8.00 - 2.99 

* Boy’s and girl's SHORTS 5.00 - 1 .99 

* Men’s and women’s JEANS 14.00 - 6.99 

* Boy’s and girl’s JEANS 11.00 - 4.99 

* T-shirt all sizes 6.00 - 1.99 

Open 7 days a week 
From 10 a.m. - 10 p.m. 


be in everybody's interest for 
it to be sorted out as quickly 
as possible. 

“The charges, if proved, 
are clearly very damaging to 
football. They go to the very 
root of the game. 

“All sport needs to - be 

F n and fair and particularly 
fessional sport. 

I would hope it is resolved 
in the best interests of sport. 
The PFA has to take a back 
seat while the due process of 
law takes place. 

“We have liaised with the. 
players concerned and with 
their lawyers in some inst- 
ances and will continue to 
monitor the situation. 

“If the charges are proven 
die players concerned will 
have to bera the consequ- 
ences. Football does not 
claim to be above the law. 
“If the charges are proved 
clone- 

have’ to - deal - with - The "'cul- 
prits.” 

Both - Southampton and 
Wimbledon were quick to 
offer support for their goal- 
keepers. 

Grobelaar’s solicitor David 
Hewitt said: “From the out- 
set. Bruce has denied any 
involvement whatsoever in 
qnyf criminal activity and he 
maintains that denial today as 
strongly as he ever has. These 
proceedings will be vigorous- 
ly defended." 

Zimbabwean F.A. chair- 
man Leo Mugabe also 
pledged his support, adding: 
“Our stance is still the same. 
We stand by Grobelaar. He 
remains innocent until the 
court finds him guilty." 

Hewitt confirmed police 
had returned Grobbelaar's, 
passport. He is due to play 
for Zimbabwe against Came- 
roon in the African Nations 
Cup on Sunday. 


LISBON (R) — Portugal, 
under threat of a World Cup 
ban, plan to protest over 
FIFA’s censure of their deci- 
sion to replay a first division 
match ‘because- of- alleged re- 
fereeing errors and ah order ‘ 
to restore the original result. 

“I wasn't just surprised but 
quite revolted by this shock- 
ing decision from FIFA," 
Vitor Vasques, president of 
the Portuguese football fed- 
eration, told the Daily Re- 
cord newspaper in an inter- 
view published Tuesday. 

“We're going to meet with 
... UEFA and we won't fail 
to make our protest after : 
carefully analysing the whole 
case.’* 

Federation officials were 
not available to confirm Vas- 
ques’s remarks that Portugal 
would lodge a protest with, 
the European game’s gov-, 
eming body; -. \ . ••*-**. = 


Niersbach said the Germart 
federation would follow the 
FIFA ruling. 

“Fortunately the decision ■ 
does not have any influence . 
on promotion or relegation 
matters,” he said. “The DFB 
respects the decisions of re- 
ferees just as FIFA does. Our 
committee came to the coif- ; 
elusion that the referee had • 
broken the rules.” - • 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
S TANNAH mtSCH 


ONE MORE ARROW 


Korth -South vulnerable. North - 
deals- 


■ft ? > ^ f 3 


replaying matches because of 
alleged refereeing mistakes, 
saying they had disregarded 
the principle that “a referee’s 
factual decision are irrevoc- 
able." 

FIFA warned both nation- 
al governing bodies of a 
possible World Cup ban for 
any repetitions and ordered 
them to restore the original 
results. 

The Portuguese federation 
annulled the result of the 
April 30 match between Lis- 
bon rivals Benfica. and Sport- 
ing and ordered a replay after 
controversial decisions by the 
referee. 

Germany's DFB did like- 
wise with the June 11 second 
division game between 
Chemnitz and Leipzig. 
Chemnitz won the first match 
3-2 but lost the second 1-0/ 

DFB spokesman Wolfgang 


WEST EAST 

•90 *873 

9902 9 K Jf 7 

09874 0QJ3 

• J 10 7 S #9042 

SOUTH 

* A Q J 10 B 
986 4 
OK0 

* A Q 3 

The bidding: , 

North East South West 

1 NT Pass 3 • Paw 

4 • Pass 0 * Pass 

Pass Pass 
Opening lead: Jack of • 

The probability of one of two- fi- : 
nesaes succeeding is 3-to-l in your > 
(srar. Those are pretty good odds, 

but if you can improve on that at no 

cost, why not? 


JQ 3 -.v-i 

• K 8 


When North confirmed at least 

three-card spade support by raising. ' 

South decided that, even though I 
partner s hand might be mminiim '■ 
there should still be good play for 
warn. South wasted do time in get- - 
ting there. • 


CAR FOR SALE / DUTY UNPAID 

1994 TOYOTA CAMRY LE, American 
specification, automatic, power steering, 
central lock, A/C, sun roof, spoiler, gold 
package, 4000 mile, dark green emerald. 

For information 812974 


TO l€T / €XC€U€NT LOCATION / SHMCISANI 


1) 350 sq.m. Full Floor, 4 Bedrooms ...etc. 

Deluxe finishing, Perk for 2 Cars . 

2) 1 75 sqjn. Top floor, 2 Bedrooms ... etc. 
fully furnished, Telephone, 170 sqjn. All Around 

Terrace. Please Call 668722, from 2 - 6 p.m. 


West led the jack of dubs and a ' 
cursory glance at dummy might lead ‘ 

to the conclusion that, to get borne, - 

declarer must find West with either ' 

the king or jack of hearta and take - 
two finesses in the suit. While that ■ 
is dearly the primary line, there b ! 
one additional chance that should - 

be tested first, made possible by the ' 

ten of diamonds on the table com- 
bined with a normal trump division- ■ 


ENGLISH TEACHER -W A Mil) 


Salini Italstrade 
Karameh Dam Project 

Requires a topographical surveyor with 
minimum 10 years. Good command of 
English is a must. Italian is optional 
Interested persons are requested to 
send their written C.V. in English to: 

Salini Italstrade J.V. 

P.O.Box 44 Ka rame h 
or Fax Number 05/577231 


RAWDAT AL- MA’AREF SCHOOLS & COLLEGE 
Has A Vacancy For ( G.C.E ) English 
Language Teacher 

Experience Is A MusLQualffled Candidates Only 


Call Tel: 828949 / Ext. 30 


Declarer won the first trick in * 
dummy wiii, the king and immedi- I 
ately drew the outstanding trumps • 
in three rounds. Neal came the'ldng ‘ 
and ace of diamonds, followed by a ' 
diamond ruff. When both the queen • 
and jack of diamonds came down, * 
dummy's ten was promoted to the ■ 
fulfilling in ck and declarer had the r 
hurory of taking the heart finesse in ! 
a forlorn attempt to score an * 
□vertnek. i . 

It is not easy to spot the extra ^ 
chance in the diamond suit. Indeed, ■ 
when this hand was played in a pair 1 
tournament, the vast majority ’of 
players who bid the slam foiled by a * 
trick when both heart finesses kn it j 


9 9 
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FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 

Very spacious 2-bedroom furnished flat in 
quiet neighbourhood off Rainbow Street in 
Jabal Amman. Large veranda with spectacular 
view of downtown Amman. Annual rent: jn 
7000. 

For more information, call CNN office at 650412 


[CINEMA TEL: 6 34 144 1 CINEMA TEL: 699238 (CINEMA TEL:677420 


PHIUII’ELPHIB 

Harrison Ford with 
William Dafe & 
n Anne Archer 

4 in 

Clear & Present 


PLfiZfS 

Kamal Shinnawi 
& Ilham Shahin 


CONCORD. 

CONCORD “1" 

MAVERICK 


(IMMOCiri TffENTRg 

TEL:618274 - 618275 


JORDAN 

TIMES 



IhM m MmhU Theotra 

- TEL:675571 


JLLl 

Easy to Get 
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Brazil looks for scapegoats for its Copa America loss 


'MODE JANEIRO. Brazil 
(AP) — Brazilians on Mon- 
day grouped to explain how 
their World Cup champions 
had lost the America Cup to 
Uruguay. There was no shor- 
tage of scapegoats. 

Many picked Goalie 
Claudio Taffarel. who stood 
frozen as Uruguay scored on 
a free kick. Others cited 
attacker Tulio. who blew his 
shot in the penalty-kick tieb- 
reaker. Of course, there was 
the referee — and even a 
mystic taboo. 

The upshot was a 1-1 (4-2) 
victory for Uruguay in Mon- 
tevideo on Sunday. Brazil, 
which has never won the con- 
tinental championship away 
from home, once again was. 
frustrated. 

"The celebration for the 
unprecedented title is post- 
poned,*' read a headline 
Monday in the Rio daily Jor- 
nal do Brasil. 

"Uruguayans have the par- 
ty and the raboo continues." 
wrote the newspaper O Esta- 
do de Sao Paulo. 

Brazil dominated the first 
period, taking a 1-0 lead 
when Tulio chested in a cross 
from Edmundo in the 29th 
minute. But Uruguay tooj<. 
charge in the second half and 
tied the game on a free kick 
.in the Slst minute. 

Taffarel . who looked shaky 
throughout the tournament, 
was roundly criticised for fail- 
ing to move on the kick. 

“Going for the ball is a 
fundamental obligation of the 
goalie," wrote soccer col- 


umnist Sergio Noronha. 

Taffarel had to explain 
over and over what had hap- 
pened. 

"I was surprised.” he said 
in an interview Monday in 
Porto Alegre, in southern 
Brazil. "The Uruguayans 
screened me. and when 1 was 
about to go for the ball it was 
too late.'* 

In the tie-Break. it was 
Tulio‘s turn to be the goat. 
His shot in the centre of the 
goal was blocked by Uru- 
guayan keeper Fernando 
Alvez. and his teammates 
were flawless in their 
attempts. 

Taffarel, who blocked a 
penalty kick against Italy to 
give Brazil and World Cup 
title last summer and two 
more against Argentina in 
the America Cup quarterfin- 
al. came up empty against 
Uruguay. 

"First in the world, second 
in the Americas." said the 
Rio daily O Dia. “Tulio 
hands over the gold... the 
heroes against Argentina fail 
at the decisive moment.” 

For President Fernando 
Henrique Cardoso, the cul- 
prit was Mexican referee 
Arturo Brizio. He invali- 
dated a second Brazilian goat 
on grounds that Tulio was 
offsides, although the attack- 
er was not involved in the 
play. 

“He took a goal away from 
us." Cardoso said in Brasilie. 
the capital. 

His minister of sports dis- 
agreed. Edson Arantes do 





Supporters of the Uruguayan soccer team celebrate their team’s winn 
(AFP photo) 


Nascimento — better known 
as Pele — said the problem 
was the line judge who kept 
signalling offsides. 

“Every time Brazil attack- 
ed. he raised his hand." said 


Pele. 

The defeat evoked memor- 
ies of Brazil's historic 2-1 loss 
to Uruguay in the final of the 
1950 World Cup in Rio. when 
an eerie silence fell over the 


nearly 200.000 fans in Mara- 
cana Stadium. 

“The Brazilian team 
couldn't break the taboo... 
and Brazil is silent again." 
wrote the Rio dailv Jomal 


Malaysia beats Jordan in Asian 
Women’s Basketball Championship 


By AJeen Banayan 
in Shizuoka 

Jordan's national women's 
basketball team Tuesday lost 
their second match 82-38 to 
Malaysia on ibe second day 
of the 16th Asian 'Basketball 
Championship for Women 
currently underway in 
Shizuoka, Japan. 

It certainly was not Jor- 
dan’s day as the team missed 
the efforts of two key play- 
ers: Subair Makusi, who was 
injured during warm-up 
Monday, and Jehane Abdul - 
nour, who suffered an ankle 
injury in the first half of 
Tuesday's match. 

The Kingdom’s team, 
regrouped after a 12-year 
absence and playing in their 
first Asian championship, 
displayed the ill-effects of 
having only four practice 
matches prior to the champi- 
onship. On the other hand, 
the Malaysian team proved 
they were playing for the 
Level B trophy as they had a 
full court-press defence 
throughout most of die 
match. Malaysia won the 
first half 43- 15. 

Jordan improved in the 
second half which ended 39- 
23 for Malaysia. Jumana 
Said was Jordan's top scorer 
with 17 points. Salti and 
Rania Dajani were fouled 


out in the last eight minutes 
of the match, while HaJa 
Muheisin and Hind Ghouri 
carried four fouls. 

Jordan will Wednesday 
play Hong Kong in the six- 
nation Level B competition. 

In ’other Level B matches 
Tuesday, the Philippines 
beat Hong Kong 73-64 and 
Thailand overcame Indone- 
sia 63-26. 

The winner of Level B will 
be promoted to Level A and 
the last-place team of Level 
A will be demoted. 

In Level A matches played 
Tuesday, South Korea 
defeated defending champi- 
ons China 78-73, Japan beat 


Kazakhstan 107-39 and Tai- 
wan beat Kyrgyzstan 109- 
64. 

On the opening day, 
defending champion China 
trounced Kazakhstan 156- 
42, South Korea beat Kyr- 
gyzstan 122-63 and Japan 
beat Taiwan 98-75. 

Level A's top three teams 
will represent Asia in ibe' 
1996 Atlanta Olympic 
Games. 

The top two teams in a 
round robin among the six 
teams meet Sunday to 
droids the champion. The 
next two in the round robin 
Standings meet the same day 
to determine the winner of 
the third place. 


Snippets from Shizuoka 

* Jordan's delegation received a Fax from Jordan's Ambas - 1 
sad or in Tokyo Farouq Qasrawi who stressed the impor- 
tance of the Kingdom's participation in the championship 
and confirmed that he would attend Jordan's match against 
Hong Kong Wednesday. 

* The Jordanian team is the favourite of the crowds, with 
fans always asking players for autographs. The reason, it 
seems, is that it is the only Arab team participating in the 
championship, travelling from the other edge of Asia to 
play in Japan. This seems also to be the reason for the 
encouragement and praise which the team receives from 
other teams' coaches and officials. 

* Certainly it was not Jordan's day! Not only were the 
team's players Jehane and Suhair injured, but also the 
Japanese guide accompanying the delegation had an ankle 
injury. 
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You’ll find the happiest people on earth 
on a British Airways Holiday. 
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NO MATTER WHERE YOU ARE WITHIN THE COVERAGE AREA BE IT IN 
YOUR CAR, AT A RESTAURANT, OR ON A CONSTRUCTION SITE, YOU 
WILL NOT MISS THAT IMPORTANT CALL. 
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- The Service will be in 
operation soon. 

- You may use any GSM 
cellular phone, but Fastlink 
is the only company that 
provides the cellular service. 
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There's absolutely nothing to do on a 
British Airways Holiday. There are no flights to 
oi&ulise. No hotels to book. No car hire 
arrangements to be made. You don’t even have 
to worry about how you're going ro spend your 
leisure rime, because British Airway* worry 
about it all foi you. (Right down to reserving 

your theatre rickets.) All you have to do is 
choose one of our superb destinations from 
around the world, and leave the rest to us. 

Whether you opt for a fortnight in San 
Francisco, a weekend in St Louis or five days in 
St Moritz, you'll soon find yourself feeling as 
happy and relaxed as any of the locals. 

To find out more about the world's 
favourite, value-for-moncy holiday packages 
(and our special free mileage programme) check 
out the British Airways Holiday brochures at 
your local travel agents or British Airways office. 

We guarantee chat the only thing wider than 
our choice of destinations, will be your smile. 


British Airways 



Theworlds favourite airline 
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U.S. official says success of MENA 


will largely depend on private sector 


By Sa’eda Kilani 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — The success of 
the Middle East and North 
Africa Economic Summit 
(MENA), which will be 
held in Amman in October, 
will depend on efforts the 
private sector and the 
countries of the region are 
prepared to exert despite 
international support for 
the event, a U.S. official 
said Tuesday. 

Joan Spero. U.S. under- 
secretary of State for busi- 
ness. economic and agri- 
cultural affairs, said the 
success of the summit 
largely hinges on the pri- 
vate sector initiatives 
rather than those of the 


governments. 

In a Worldnet dialogue 
via satellite. Ms. Spero told 
participants in Egypt. 
Saudi Arabia, Kuwait and 
Jordan, that the aim of 
organising MENA was to 
attract small and medium- 
size businesses to take an 
active role in the develop- 
ment of the region. 

"The whole idea of orga- 
nising (MENA) is not to let 
the governments pay the 
monev." she said. “What 


the governments will spend 
is aimed at mobilising the 
• private sector.” 

Ms. Spero said that 
although Americans and 
Europeans will help in 
organising and encouraging 
investors all over the world 
to take an effective pan in 
the summit and initiate 
joint ventures, the Middle 
East countries, including 
Arab Gulf states, should 
have a pivotal role in in- 
itiating ventures. 

“The development of the 
region will benefit every- 
body. We are urging our 
expatriates in many coun- 
tries to participate. We are 
working heavily with small 
businesses, but we need 
businesses initiated from 
the region itself. If we 
know the region well, the 
people in the region know 
it better than us.” she said. 

"Syrians have been de- 
finitely invited by the 
Jordanians and are wel- 
comed to attend even 
though they have not 
reached a peace agreement 
with Israel.” Ms. Spero 
said. 

She said while interna- 
tional experts are still 
studying the proposal for 


setting up a Middle East 
development bank the 
European stand on the 
proposal is still unclear. 

“Not all European coun- 
tries have the same stand. 
Some are sceptical, some 
are enthusiastic. But we 
hope to reach an agree- 
ment before the summit” is 
held, she said. 

Ms. Spero said the bank 
will primarily aim at facili- 
tating, and encouraging re- 
gional cooperation to initi- 
ate business ventures and 
bring capital to the region. 

Asked about the differ- 
ence in amounts of aid the 
U.S. gives to Arab coun- 
tries and Israel. Ms. .Spero 
said the U.S. is cutting 
down on its budget ex- 
penses for international 
programmes. She said that 
'the U.S. is directing its 
attention towards the role 
of the private sector in the 
development of the region 
rather than letting the 
countries depend on fore- 
ign aid. 

Stressing the role of the 
private sector in achieving 
economic prosperity in the 
Middle East. Ms. Spero 
said more efforts by the 
governments should be ex- 


erted to make investor feel 


more secure. 

"The region has been 
under-developed because 
of instability." she said. 
“Safety and security en- 
courage capital to come 
back. If you (succeed) in 
bringing back capital, the 
whole region will blossom. 

“But the peace process is 
not enough.” Ms. Spero 
said, adding that business 
interaction between Egypt 
and Israel did not develop 
significantly despite the 
signing of a peace treaty 
between the two states over 
15 years ago. 

"There needs to be a 
political signal and the gov- 
ernments have to play a 
role in that ... We cannot 
change the psychology (of 
the people in the region) 
overnight. But the process 
of confidence-building is 
being established in Casab- 
lanca and Amman." 

"But Amman is only a 
landmark, it has to be fol- 
lowed,” she said. 

MENA’s plenary session 
will focus on four major 
themes: trade and industry, 
infrastructure, investment 
and finance, and the econo- 
mic environment. 


STRUGGLING TO SURVIVE: Bosnian villa- force took position outside Sarajevo Tuesday] 
gers from the hamlet of Pazario fork hay near (AFP photo) 
a British rapid deployment force convoy. The 


Baghdad destroys missile- 
making machines 


DUBAI (AFP) — Iraq has 
destroyed five machines for 
making banned missile en- 
gines. three years after it 
declared they had been eli- 
minated in Gulf war raids, a 
-U.N. source in the region 
said Tuesday. 

■ Iraq, which has promised 
to disclose ail aspects of its 
germ warfare programme by 
the end of July, also gave a 
draft report on the program- 
me to U.N. experts visiting 
Baghdad last week, the U.N. 
source said without giving de- 
tails. 

The U.N. missile monitor- 
ing team, which is based in 
Baghdad, "oversaw the des- 
truction” in the last week of 
the five machines Iraq ac- 
quired for making missile en- 
gines. according .(p the source 
who. requested! anonymity. 

ftolf Ekens. the head of 
the U.N. Special Commission 
(UNSCOM) on disarming 
Iraq, said after a mission to 
Baghdad a month ago that 
Iraq "stated that it refused to 
destroy these items." 

It took UNSCOM until this 
year to identify the equip- 
ment Iraq acquired for a pro- 
ject to make missile engines. 

' r. Ekeus said in a Julv 2 


"all ballistic missiles with a 
range greater than 150 
kilometres and related major 
parts, and repair and produc- 
tion facilities.” 

Under the ceasefire resolu- 
tion. Iraq must also eliminate 
its nuclear, biological and 
chemical weapons and comp- 
ly with long-term monitoring 
before the oil embargo can be 
lifted. 


Although the U.N. source 
said Iraq had handed over a 
draft on its germ warfare 
programme, he declined to 
say how close Iraq has come 
to fulfilling a promise to dis- 
close all aspects of the prog- 
ramme bv the end of Julv. 


is 1 


report. 

Iraq had “declared in its 
‘Full. Final and Complete 
Disclosure' in the missile area 
of May 1992. that The enemy 
air raids... resulted in a total 
destruction of all machines 
and equipment'” of this pro- 
ject. he recalled. 

Under U.N. Resolution 
687 passed after the 1991 
Gulf war. Iraq must eliminate 


The draft report submitted 
to the UNSCOM team led by 
Richard Spertzel must be 
checked and Mr. Ekeus is 
due to return to Baghdad to 
work out a final report. 

The United States has 
taken a harder line on lifting 
sanctions, demanding that 
Iraq also comply with non- 
weapons resolutions such as 
the return of Kuwait prison- 
ers and respect for human 
rights. 

UNSCOM has send 121 
special missions to Baghdad 
since 1992 to oversee the 
dismantling of Iraq's banned 
weapons programme. UN 
officials said. 

It has also set up a perma- 
nent weapons monitoring 
programme in Baghdad, run 
by a rotating staff of almost 
100 people, including nuc- 
lear. chemical and missile ex- 
perts. helicopter crews and 
support staff, they said. 


Algerian car bomb 
kills 5, injures 7 


Several 

homes, 

buildings 

downed 


town of Bordj Menaiel. the 
Liberty and La Tribune 
newspapers reported. 

The highway buckled as a 
result of the explosion, forc- 
ing motorists to make a long 
detour to reach their destina- 


ALGIERS (AFP) — Five 
people died and seven were 
injured in a car bomb blast 
southeast of Algiers, the 
Liberty daily reported Tues- 
day. 

The blast Monday after- 
noon in M eft ah. 35 
kilometres southeast of 
Algiers, also damaged sever- 
al buildings and homes, the 
daily said. 

No official confirmation of 
the blast was available, and 
Liberty did not specify the 
target of the attack. 

The Meftah region, located 
at the foot of the Biida hills, 
is notorious as a hideout for 
Islamic militants. Several 
police search operations have 
been carried out in the area. 

The blast comes at a time 
of resurgent violence in 
Algeria. A string of bomb 
and car bomb attacks, as well 
as murders, have been re- 
ported in recent weeks. 

On Monday, a series of 
home-made bombs, buried in 
.pipes, exploded bn the road' 
between Algiers and Tizi 
Ouzou. Kabylie. near the 


tions. 

Another blast struck the 
Takhoukht bridge, around 15 
kilometres east of Tizi 
Ouzou. but no damage was 
reported. 

Issers bridge, on the main 
road linking Algiers with Tizi 
Ouzou. was destroyed in a 
blast last week. In addition, 
one of the main roads linking 
Algiers and the east was 
sabotaged in Lakhdaria over- 
night Saturday. 

A former Mujahedeen. 
veteran of Algeria's war of 
independence. Mohammed 
El Hadi Boudrea. was assas- 
sinated Monday in Algiers, 
according to Le Matin. 

On Monday. Liberty re- 
ported the assassination of six 
former Mujahedeenin recent 
days, in the east of the coun- 
try. 

Islamic fundamentalists 
have been waging a three- 
and-a-half year war on the 
government since it annulled 
a general election in January 
1992 which the Islamic Salva- 
tion Front (FIS) was poised 
to win. Some 30.000 people 
have since died in the vio- 
lence. 

The latest unsurge of vio- 
lence comes after security 
forces apparently made im- 
portant gains over the last 
three months in the centre of 
Algiers and outlying suburbs. 


Anti-French feelings on the rise 


Australia to lobby Europe against Paris 


SYDNEY (AFP) — Austra- 
lia may send a delegation to 
lobby European governments 
to pressure France over its 
decision to resume nuclear 
testing in the Pacific. Foreign 
Minister Gareth Evans said 
Tuesday. 

He announced the plan as 
two New South Wales state 
politicians released details 
here of a protest mission to 
Muniroa Atoll by a boatload 
of parliamentarians from Au- 
stralia, New Zealand. Japan, 
Germany. Austria and De- 
nmark. 

At least one cabinet minis- 
ter, Finance Minister 
Masayuoshi Takemura from 
Japan, is to be among more 
than 60 MPs who will sail to 
the nuclear test site in 
September when France car- 
ries out the first of eight 
nuclear blasts planned. 


“We do not intend to pene- 
trate the 12-mile exclusion 
zone but we'll go very close 
to it.” one of the organisers. 
Greens MP Ian Cohen said 
here. 

Mr. Evans told reporters in 
Melbourne anything that 
would effectively communi- 
cate the intensity of opposi- 
tion in the Australian com- 
munity to the tests was worth 
considering. 

But he added: “Whether it 
makes sense to put a score of 
politicians on a boat or 
whether it is better to rather 
have a political delegation to 
the other capitals of Europe 
and try and intensify the poli- 
tical pressure upon the 
French from those sorts of 
sources is a matter of judg- 
ment. 

“This is one of the issues 
we are obviously considering 


as a government and will 
continue to consider in the 
period ahead." 

Another minister on Tues- 
day encouraged athletes to 
join international condemna- 
tion of France by refusing to 
compete with French oppo- 
nents. 

Sports Minister John 
Faulkner said Canberra was 
not calling for sporting 
groups to take the action, but 
added: “I would be absolute- 
ly sympathetic to any sport in 
Australia that made a deci- 
sion not to compete against a 
French team on the basis of 
French resumption of testing 
at Mururoa Atoll.” 

The joint organiser of the 
mission to Mnruroa. Labour 
'MP Franca Arena, said MPs 
from all parties and all Au- 
stralia's parliaments, state 
and federal, would be repre- 


sented on the ship. 

“This will be an historic 
step of regional cooperation 
against an outdated colonial 
power.” Mr. Arena told re- 
porters. 


nuclear tests in the Pacific, 
according to an opinion poll 
published Tuesday by Jiji 
Press agency. 


In the Netherlands, anti- 
nuclear groups have collected 
more than 50.000 signatures 
against the French decision to 
resume nuclear tests in the 
South Pacific, Greenpeace 
was said. 


The Dutch branch of 
Greenpeace said 40.000 peo- 
ple had signed since a protest 


Some 5.8 per cent of 
Japanese now say they do not 
like France, according to the 
poll conducted from July 13 
to 16 among 2.000 adults. 

In a poll last month, only 
one per cent said so. and only 
rarely has the number risen 
above that percentage, the 
agency said. 


campaign was launched by 


the organisation on July 
Bfi(j I2.5Q0 more signatures 
had been collected by ecolog- 
ist militants in the eastern 
town of Zwolle. 

Anti-French feeling has 
also risen in Japan since 
France decided to resume 


The number of Japanese 
saying they like France has 
dropped in the same month 
to 29.2 per cent from 37.8 per 
cent. 

Japan’s ruling parties 
agreed Tuesday to name 
France and China in a plan 
ned parliamentary resolution 
calling for a ban on nuclear 
tests. Jiji Press said. 


Israeli bill to keep Golan 
threatens peace process 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — A 
preliminary reading 
Wednesday of a bill to 
block the return of the 
Golan Heights to Syria puts 
peace negotiations in dan- 
ger and severely embarras- 
ses Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin. MPs warned. 

Three rebel Labour Par- 
ty MPs led by Avigdor 
Kahalani want to shackle 
the government with leg- 
islation requiring a major- 
ity of 70 of the 120 deputies 
to vote in favour of handing 
back the Golan. 

In the event of a referen- 
dum. which Mr. Rabin has 
pledged to hold before re- 
turning any significant area 
of the plateau as a pan of a 


peace treaty, the bill would 
require a majority of 65 per 
cent. 

Mr. Rabin has warned 
his party that if the bill, 
which has right-wing 
opposition support, is 
voted into law it will mean 
“the end of the peace pro- 
cess" with Syria. 

“President (Hafez Al) 
Assad does not make a 
difference between a vote 
on a preliminary reading 
and a first reading.” Mr. 
Rabin has warned. 

- Party managers were 
trying io persuade the trio 
id drop the bill and at the 
same time to ensure a max- 
imum number of votes for 
the coalition. 


Lebanon releases 


70 defendants 


SIDON. Lebanon (AP) — 
Courts have released 70 peo- 
ple arrested last week in 
labour riots that broke out 
after the government prop- 
osed a gasoline tax to finance 
a public sector wage hike. 

However, three Palesti- 
nians remain in custody and 
referred Tuesday to a milit- 
ary court in Beirut on charges 
of setting a police jeep ablaze 
during the July 19 demonstra- 
tion in Sidon. judicial sources 
said. 

A court in the southern city 
found 16 defendants not guil- 
ty of charges of participating 
in the demonstration, ex- 
amining magistrate Nabil 
Wahbi said. 


But 14 other defendants 
were found guilty and fined 
100.000 pounds (about 160) 
each. 


1 killed in 
S. Lebanon 


blast 


Hie defendants denied the 
charges during Monday's 
hearings. 


In Beirut, examining 
magistrate Antoine Abi Nad- 
er declared Monday that 28 
people were not guilty to 
charges of joining a demon- 
stration in the capital. 

Nine other defendants 
were fined 100.000 pounds 
(about $60) each, while three 
were fined 300.000 pounds 
(about $180) each for partici- 
pating in the Beirut demon- 
stration. 


U.N. envoy reports atrocities by Serbs 


TUZLA. Bosnia- 
Herzegovina (AP) — Human 
rights officials, have evidence 
of widespread terror and 
‘barbarous* acts committed 
by Bosnian Serbs after cap- 
turing a Muslim enclave two 
weeks ago. the U.N. special 
envoy for human rights has 
said.' 

The statement by envoy 
Tadeusz Mazowiecki was the 
first official, comprehensive 
assessment by U.N. human 
rights representatives of the 
treatment of Muslims by 
Serbs who overran Srebreni- 
ca. a U.N. -designated “safe 
area.” on July 11. 

“This is a big tragedy, big 
crimes have been commit- 
ted," Mr. Mazowiecki said. 
According to refugees, ‘bar- 
baric acts have been commit- 
ted. like cutting off noses and 
ears.” he said. 

But he cautioned that 
further investigation was 
necessary to determine the 
true "extent and dimension" 
of rights violations. 

At a news conference in 
the government-held town of 
Tuzla. Mr. Mazowiecki said 

7.000 people were still mis- 
sing from Srebrenica. About 

30.000 people who fled the 
Serb offensive were either 
bused out of the enclave by 
Serbs, or fled through the 
woods, arriving in this north- 
ern government stronghold 
after days on the run. 

During the past week. 


U.N. workers interviewed up 
to 100 refugees from Srebre- 
nica. some of the 6,500 who 
are staving at a makeshift 
camp at the Tuzla airstrip. 

In scores of interviews with 
the associated press, refugees 
have described killings, 
rapes, mutilations and forced 
family separations. 

In capturing Srebrenica 
and expelling the Muslim 
population, the Serbs com- 
mitted a “very serious viola- 
tion of human rights on an 
enormous scale that can be 
described only as barbarous 
— attacks on the civilian 
population, killing and 
rapes.” Mr. Mazowiecki said. 

Accounts of atrocities have 
surfaced throughout Bosnia's 
three-year war. All sides 
have been accused of such' 
practices but Serbs, who hold 
about two-thirds of Bosnia, 
have been most blamed in 
their campaign to create 
ethnically pure areas. 

Mr. Mazowiecki said it was 
too early to provide numbers 
and places. More investiga- 
tion has to be done, but much 
depended on the Serbs grant- 
ing access to Srebrenica and 
the surrounding area. They 
have refused so far. 

Mr. Mazowiecki said his 
report, to be delivered to 
U.N. Secretary-General 
Boutros Ghali. should be 
ready within two weeks. 

He also appealed for access 
to Bosnian Muslims believed 


by the government to be in 
the hands of Serbs. 

Information on the missing 
7.000 people is sketchy. The 
Bosnian army has reported 
several thousand, many sol- 
diers. are waiting to break 
through to government terri- 
tory. Recent arrivals to Tuzla 
say hundreds are still hiding 
in the woods. 


Mr. Mazowiecki also con- 
demned the Western powers 
for failing to protect Srebre- 
nica and ignoring the fate of 
people in Zepa. another 
“safe area" that has been 
under fierce siege. 


Karadzic, Mladic, 
charged with genocide 


Meanwhile, the Interna- 
tional Criminal Tribunal for 
the former Yugoslavia on 
Tuesday formally charged 
Bosnian Serb leader Rado- 
van Karadzic and military 
chief Ratko Mladic with 
genocide and crimes against 
humanity. 

The tribunal's chief pro- 
secutor. South African judge 
Richard Goldstone. said the 
charges bear on “acts com- 
mitted from April 1992 
against the Muslim and Croat 
populations of Bosnia." who 
were "persecuted for nation- 
al, political and religious mo- 
tives." 

Another 22 people were 
named in the indictment, in- 


cluding Milan Martic. Presi- 
dent of the self-declared Serb 
Republic of Krajina compris- 
ing Croatian Serb-held land 
in Croatia. Mr. Martic is ac- 
cused of responsibility for 
May 2 bombing of Zagreb. 

Mr. Karadzic and Mr. Mla- 
dic were charged with "the 
internment of thousands of 
people in camps where they 
were subjected to bad physic- 
al and psychological treat- 
ment” and where they were 
exposed to “inhuman condi- 
tions.” 

Mr. Goldstone also ac- 
cused them of having shelled 
numerous groups Of civilians, 
of pillage, the destruction 
and appropriation of proper- 
ty and the destruction of 
sacred sites. 

They are also accused of 
ordering the hostage-taking 
of 284 U.N. peacekeeping in 
June and "using them as hu- 
man shields to avoid new 
NATO airstrikes." 

In addition, the pair arc 
implicated “through their ac- 
tion*. or their non- 
intervention" in ambushes in 
Sarajevo that claimed a large 
number of civilian lives. 

Bosnia authorities have 
previously said that they 
would cooperate fully with 
the tribunal, which was set up 
by the U.N. Security Coun- 
cil. and turned over to the 
court a case they had initiated 
against Mr. Karadzic and Mr. 
Mladic. 


TYRE. Lebanon (AP) — 
Iranian-backed guerrillas 
Tuesday exploded two road- 
side bombs in South Leba- 
non, killing an Israeli-allied 
militiaman and wounding 
three others, security sources 
said. 

The sources, speaking on 
condition of anonymity, said 
one bomb was detonated as a 
mechanised South Lebanon 
Army (SLA) patrol drove 
through the western sector of 
the enclave Israel holds as a 
"security zone.” 

Five minutes later, another 
bomb targeted an SLA offi- 
cial in the same area, the 
sources said. There was no 
immediate word on casual- 
ties. 

Hizboliah. or Party of 
God. claimed responsibility 
for the explosions. 


Israel frees 3 
Americans 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Three 
American peace activists de- 
tained for violating army 
orders in the West Bank town 
of Hebron were released 
Monday. 

The Americans. Cliff Kin- 
dy and Kathy Kamphocffner 
of North Manchester. Indi- 
ana. and Wendy Lehman of 
Kidron. Ohio, were detained 
Saturday for violating armv 
closure orders and forcing 
open a sealed gate at the 
Islamic college in Hebron. 

The three had been 
ordered to pay fines and sign 
a pledge not to return to 
Hebron for two months. 

Mr. Kindy said thev re- 
fused to sign! and on Mnndav 
the court released them with- 
out the pledge or collecting 
the fine. 

”Wc will remain in Heb- 
ron.” Mr. Kindy said. 

It was not immediately 
clear why the court reversed 
itself. 

The Americans are part of 
the Chicago-based Christian 
Peacemaker Teams and have 
been in Hebron for the past 
six weeks acting as observers. 
Last week, two members of 
the group were detained for 
several hours for cursing at 
Israeli tr<v" . 
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Artist sprays 
U,K. judge with 
green paint 


LONDON (R) — An angry' 
.artist attacked a British judge 
with a can of paint Monday 
after he cautioned her that he 
might revoke her bail on an 
assault charge. Annarita 
Muraglia. 24. ran past stun- 
ned court officials and co- 
vered Judge Andrew Brooks 
in Green paint before she was 
leef out of the London cour- 
troom screaming and strug- 
gling. Ms. Muraglia's lawyer 
said' the attack had not been 
planned and added that the 
only reason she had the paint 
in her handbag was because 
she was an artist. "Well, she 
can practise painting at some 
other place, not in my court 
to my detriment.” Judge 
Brooks said after postponing 
the case for two weeks. Ms. 
Muraglia was found guilty of 
contempt of court and re- 
manded in custody until Aug. 
7. 


Alleged bones 
of Anastasia to 
be DNA-tested 


U.K. pensioner 
re-enacts bid 
to kill Hitler 


LONDON fR) — A British' 
pensioner re-enacted for • 
schoolchildren Mondav how 
he snatched a single-engine 
spotter plane from a U.S. air ■ 
base during World War II in 
a bid to kill Adolf Hitler. Jim 
Stoodlcy was only 14 when he 
and his younger brother flew 
the Piper Cub plane from the 
base on Salisbury Plain in' 
southern England on a De- 
cember morning in 1942. He- 
had planned to fand the plane 
nearby and gel weapons he- ’’ 
fore setting off for Germany 
where he hoped to reach" 
Berlin to kill Hitler. But his 
plan was foiled when U.S. air, 
chiefs, fearing the plan had' 
been stolen by German j- 
siihnieurs. sent an American ™ 
aircraft after the boys. “I was 
a dead shot with a grenade 
and I reckoned that if I could' 
have got within lobhing dis- 
tance of Adolf. I could have 
had him. said Mr. Stoodley. 
The Americans thought it 
^ as hilarious but the British 
took it a bit more seriously. 
There were questions in par- 
liiment about how a young . 
lad could take off in an 
American plane during war-.; 
time. ‘ Mr. Stood lev. now 67.' 
was given official clearance to - . 
re-enact his flight for children 
at Castledown School in Lud- 
v-Tshall. 


Pavarotti 
to perform in 
S. Africa 


iOlUNNESBURG (AFP) 
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P.iv.muti will give two open- 
|" r j° nccr ts in South Africa 


LONDON (AFP) — Bones* 
claimed to be those of Grand 
Duchess Anastasia, who 
according to legend survived’ 
the murder of the Russian 
imperial family in 1918. are 
to be brought to Britain for 
DNA testing. The Guardian 
newspaper reported Tues- 
day. A Bulgarian scientist 
says the tests on the bones — 
currently in Bulgaria — will 
end decades of' controversy 
over the story of Anastasia's 
survival of the execution of 
Tsar Nicholas 11 and his fami- 
ly by the Bolsheviks, accord- 
ing to the paper. The remains 
of a woman known as . 
Eleonora Albertova were ex-, 
humed earlier this month in 
G aba re vo. eastern Bulgaria, 
the Guardian said. She ar- 
rived in the country in 1922 
yrith her brother’ George 
Zhudin. believed by local- 
people to be the heir.' Crown 
Prince Alexei. She died in 
1954. 24 years after her 
brother. Neither ever 
claimed any kinship with the 
Romanovs, according to the 
Guardian. The story rests on 
a Russian doctor who accom- 
panied them to Bulgaria and 
claimed he had been trusted 
by the tsar to protect his 
youngest two children. The 
bones have been exhumed by 
a Bulgarian forensic scientist. 
Maria Grozeva. who said she 
had examined the facts and is . - 
convinced the woman was# 
Anastasia, the Guardian re- 
ported. Tsar Nicholas I! and 
his family were exiled to 7 
Yekaterinburg, in the Urals, 
after the 1917' revolution arid, 
killed a year later. Their-' 
bodies were- found in 1991. 
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